
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



y 



,^ 



TRAVELS 



jT" through 


HOLLAND, 
FLANDERS, 

GERMANY, 
DENMARK, 
SWEDEN, 


LAPLAND, 

RUSSIA, 

The U K-R A I N i; 

AND 

P L A N Dr 



IN THE 

Years 1768,, 1769, and 1770. 

In which is particularly Mbuted, 

THE PRESENT STATE 

O F 

TH,OSE COUNTRIES, 

RESPECTING THEIR 
AGRICULTURE, POPULATION, 

MANUFACTURES, COMMERCE, 
Thi ARTS, AND USEFUL UNDERTAKINGS, 



By JOSEPH MARSHALL, Efq. 



f. 



VOL. 



IL 



LONDON: 

Printed for J. Almon, oppofite Burlington Houfe, 

Piccadilly. 

MDCCLXXII. 



V.E 



"■■:K i 

281000^ I 






lbi,3 



••* I 



CONTENTS of Vol. II. 



Travels through Fianderff. 



yourm^ from Middleburgh ia Bruges f 4nd 

. tbenc€ /<? JOuniirir'^rMt Fertility ^ th^ 

Counfrj'^St. Qm^r's-^Arr^s^-^im^rf^'^ 

^ D^way-T-Tournay'T^Admirakh Ifyjbaniry 

^ in this Country — Lijle -^ ManufaSlures-^ 

Ghent — Rich manuring of their Fields in 

^ Flanders-^/Bruffeis'^Con'Oerfdtion^cm the 

prefent State of the Netherlands^^ Politicks^ 

ManufaSbtresj Commer&e^ . page 3 



^ 



rs 



HAP, IL 



• From Brt^els to Mechtinr^Antwerp^-^Defirip^ 

■^ • tion^ of that City^ and of its fine Paintings^^^ 

^ JotM^ey to Ruremondr^eneral Objeroatians 

^n Flanders^-^Numitr ofCitiesr^opulation 

A ' ^ ^Trade 



u CO K TENTS. 

' Situation — Political Importance 35 



Travels tlirongli Gefmaiiy; 

c H A p. nL 

From Rtsrcni&ful to Cologne -^Defcripiioft of that 
City^-^To Munjler — The Country — Huf 
handry — Adventures-^BifiopricofOfnahurgb 
•-^Minden^lVar in Germafry — Hanover-^ 
Prefent State of the Kledlorate^ Agriculture 
'^Manufadtures — Revenues — To Hamburgh 
— Defer iption of that City--' State of iti 
Trade^ ISc. - ■■ ■■ ■ » 7^ 

Travels thrbugh DexHuark^ . 

C HAP., iv^ 

Altena — Lubeck — Curiousclock — Journey acroft 
Hol/iein and Slefwick — Defcrtption of the 
. Country ^^ Denmark "^Accidetitdl meeting, 
with a Danlfh Nobleman^--His great Im* 
provements defcribed — ManufaSlures — Com* 
merce-^^Agriculture'—His enlarged views-^ 

Journey 



C O N T E 3sr T :S. iit 

Journey: Jbroughr the rNortbern Parti of 
Denmark ' ■ . > . • 1 23 

CHAP. V. 

Defcriptwn of the IJlands of Funen and Zea^ 
land — Copenhagenr^Prefent State of Dm- 
mark — Trade- — Manufadlures-^ Agriculture 
^-- Population — Revenues --T General Prof- 
ferity — Manners — ■^— ■ 216 



Travels through Sweden. 

C H A , p. VI. 

From Copenhagen to Eljineur — Journey to Got-* 
. tenburg—Defcription of the Country and the 
tlujbandry — Gottenburg — hake IVener -— 
The State of the Country--To: Upfal—Con-- 
verfations with Sir Charles Linn^us — State 
of Agriculture in Sweden-— Journey t9 
Stockholm ■ .^ 295 

C H A p. VII. 

Stockholm-^-rState of Agriculture — Arts — Com-^ 
' merce—Goverrmient — FaBians^ &c. 330 

CHAP. 



fp C O ^ t E H t S^* 

CHAP. VlHi 

yotirnty frorh Stockholm to Gregrond-^Hede^ 
ffiora — H^criptioB of the Country— -Journe^ 
through the Province of Da/ecarlia — De-i 

. fcriptm. of the Country-^tti Feoplc^^Man* 
ners-^Htj/bandry — Employ me ta ^8? 



TRAVELS 



Travels through Flanders. 



Vol. IL B ' 



is 3 



CHAP. !• 

journey from Mtddleburgh to Bruges^ and 
thence to Dunkirk — Great Fertility of the 
Country — St. Omer's — Arras — Cambray — 
Dow ay — T'ournay — Admirable Hujbandry 
in this Country — Life — ManufaSlures — 
Ghent — Rich manuring of their Fields in 
.Flanders — Brujfels — Converfation on the 
prefent State of the Netherlands^ Politicks, 
Manufatluresy Commerce. 

FROM Middleburgh I fet out for Sluys, 
the 27th,oif June; part of the way I 
was forced to take a failing-boat. There 
is nothing in that town which is worth the 
fhorteft flay j I only dined there, and in ' 
the afternoon reached Bruges, having pafled 
through a country pretty well cultivated. 
I fixed my quarters by recommendation at 
the Half Moon, where I found extreme 
good accommodation, and much civility. 

Bruges is an antient and extenfive city, 
walled in, the circumference being near five 
miles. There are near three hundred flreets 

B 2 in 



4 TRAVELS, ^e. 

in it, and a vaft number of canals and rivers ; 
but notwithftanding a degree of fpaciouf- 
nefs, yet it is not an agreeable .place; the 
houfes are in general very old, and extremely 
ugly, and the whole place fhews evident 
figns of decay, and a lofs of that trade and 
manufa£lure for which it was once famous. 
They reckon fix fquares, fcven gates, eight 
churches, and no lefs than fixty monafteries; 
a woeful fort of population, inftead of the 
induftrious manufacturers which once filled 
' the city; among the reft, there is a nunnery 
of Englifh, which feveral Roman Catholic 
families in 'England have contributed to 
filL " 

- The churches of Bruges have not any 
thing'in them very remarkable; the bcft is 
the Jefuitsi which is an elegant edifice. Iri 
the church of our Lady, there arie two^fine 
monuments of Charles the Bold, Duke of 
Burgundy, arid his daughter and heirefs, 
Mary of Burgundy; they are of brafs, with 
much enamelling; the workmanftiip good. 

What makes this place have a very me- 
lancholy air, are the vaft houfes ftanding 
empty in every part of the town, which 
once were the refidence of wealth and fplen- 
dor. Among others, they have feventeen 
palaces, which, in the times of their pro- 

fperity. 
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fperity, were formerly the relidence of cpn- 
fuls from various kingdoms and ftatqs in 
Europe. This town was famous for trade, 
. before Antwerp arofe, being the greateft mart 
in Europe; England made it the ftaple for 
her wool, and its cloth manufad:ories were 
much more confiderable than thofe of any 
other place or country. Bruges, at 
prefent, is not without trade. The Oftend 
canal admits fhips of from 2 to 300 tons 
up to the heart of the city, which maked 
more trade here than in any other town in 
Flanders. The merchandize imported by 
the fhipping on this canal, is fent to many 
places from Bruges, particularly by the 
'Scheld to the city of Ghent, and from 
thence, by other canals, to various cities; and 
that river, with the Scarpe and the Lys, 
' reach to Tournay, Menin, Lifle, and 
Doway : they have likewife a communica- 
tion with Antwerp, Louvaine, Mechlin, 
and BrufTels. They have alfo fome manu^ 
fa6tures, which employ many of their • poor, 
particularly in broad fays, bays, and other 
fabricks. 

From Bruges to Oftend, I took the treck- 
fchuyt; the diftance is twelve miles, which 
they, perform iii three hours. It paffes 
through a level country, the foil inclinable 

B 3 . to 
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to fand, but very fertile, and well cultivated. 
That town is fmall, but well built, and clean, 
and does not exhibit fo much decay of an- 
tient greatnefs as Bruges. It is fituated in 
the midft of a fait marfti, with ditches into 
which the fea is let; this fituatibn makes it 
flrong, but the improvements in the modern 
art of attacking, places will not allow it the 
fame of fuch another fiege as that which it 
flood againft the Spaniards,, which lafted 
three years, and in which above an hundred 
thoufand men on both fides fell ; the French, 
in 17455 took it in eight days open trenches. 
It has of late years been mofl noted by the 
Eafl India company, which the Emperor 
cflablifhed here, and which the maritime 
powers perfifled in bullying him out of. It 
is fomewhat extraordinary, that thofe powers 
fhould have the modefly to pufh that affair 
in the manner they did; for why the Em- 
peror fhould not have the liberty to form 
what eflablifhmentfe he pleafed in a fea port, 
in hiB own dominions, is much more than 
any of the Englifla or Dutch memorials 
fatisfy us in. 

The 29th, I got to Newport, by a canal 
from Oftend thither; this is a mofl pitiful 
fifhingtown, ill built, difagreeably fituated, 
and has nothing to afford a traveller any 

amufement. 
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amufement. After dinner, the landlord of 
the inn, who is by birth an Irifhman, 
brought me a bill, in which he had charged 
a pair of foals at fixteen fhillings, though 
they were of a moderate fize^ and notwith- 
(landing my reckoning, honeftly reckoned, 
came to near a guinea : it was a piece of 
impofition which I was determined not to 
fufFer. Upon my refuial to pay the bill, 
he was exceedingly impudent; he would 
carry me before the Efchevin : " Very well," 
replied I, " let us go to the Efchevin; I 
'* will attend you now." This, eafe of 
return difappointcd him. I wanted much 
.to get to Dunkirk that night, which was 
not more than four and twenty miles, and 
had befpoke a chaife for myfelf, and a horfe 
for my fervant; and the rafcal of a landlord, 
finding that I did not purpofe making any 
(lay at Ftirnes, took it for granted, that 
time muft of all things be moft precious to 
pie, and tlierefore thought, that rather than 
iofe any, I (hould willingly fubmit to any 
impofition ; but finding me refolute, he waa 
at a nonplus. He offered to abate a (hil- 
ling: ^' No, no. Sir, that will not do, you 
*' fliall go to the Efchevin with me." Thig 
threat had its efFe6l; the rafcal at oncedropt 
his fixteen fhillings to a crown. Well fatis- 

B 4 ' fied 
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fied, I have no doubt, with double what the 
^agiftrate would have allowed. him. Had 
he gone to him, he would probably have 
been mqre feverely mul6led. Here let me 
4ake Occafion to warn my countrymen, in 
travelling through any part of Holland oi; 
Flanders, to avoid inns kept by any of their 
own countrymen; I know very few excep- 
.tions to the rule of finding all the inni> kept 
by Englifti, Scotch, or Irifti, mere traps to 
catch the unwary travellers. . ^ 

Furnes is a little paltry place of no confi- 
deration, but Dunkirk demands more at- 
tention. This place, which, has made fo 
much noife in modern hiftory, is twenty- 
four miles from Oftcnd, twenty from Calais, 
and fifty from Dover, Trade, and privateer- 
ing, with the King's bufinefs, which is in 
courfe executed here, makes it populous and 
flourifhing. It is very well built; the ftreets 
are broad, wide, and well paved. The for- 
tifications before their demolition, I imagine, 
were very good; what they are at prefent, I 
know not, but moft certainly not demoliflied; 
the harbour never was any thing formidable 
to England, not admitting any larger fhips 
than frigates; but the fituation is fo advan- 
tageous to cruizers, that the King's frigates, 
and a multitude of privateers, made an* infi- 
nity 
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nity of prizes, and it proved, in this manner; 
one of the moft pernicious thorns that could 
be in the fides of the trade of England. 
There are five fquares in the town, all of 
them planted with trees, but tlxgy have not 
any thing very ftriking in them. The 
method alfo of building is not favourable 
to the beauty of the ftreets, for all the beft 
houfes have court-yards before them, and 
great gates into the ftreets, Jn one of the 
churches there is a picture of St. George, by 
Rubens, which has very great expreflion. 
The arfenal was oace very well worth fee- 
ing, but is fo no longer. Dunkirk carries 
on a confiderable commerce, riot only by 
being a free port, but alfo from principally 
fupplying Lifle, and fcveral other places of 
importance, with every thing they import, 
and fending forth whatever they exports 
The whole way from Bruges to Dunkirk is 
through a 'moft rich foil, the grafs and corn 
all as fine as ever I faw. 

The fecond of July I left Dunkirk, taking 
a chaife for St. Omer's; the diftance is twenty 
miles, and through a country very richly 
cultivated. I obferved great quantities of 
clover in the fields, which was a fecond 
growth, the firft having been cut fome time 
before 3 it was now thick, and of a luxurious 

growth; 
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growth; the wheat crops were not at all 
fuperior (judging by the eye) to what is often 
feen in England. Cole feed they cultivate 
alfo; they were tra'nfplanting it on fmall 
ridges, which, if Irecolledlright, is contrary 
to the Englifh way of managing that crop; 
we fow it like turnips j the Flemings think 
their v/ay much the beft; and certainly it 
cleans the ground better than if all of it was 
fo covered as to let the weeds arife. I re- 
marked feveral fields of turnips, but nothing 
in them extraordinary. Some tradts of 
country between thefe towns is light and 
landy, but none in which the foil is bad. 

St. Omer's is a large, and apparently a 
populous town, well and regularly built, and 
very 'ftrongly fortified; but what moft con- . 
tributes to its ftrength is the fituation, which 
is in the raidft of a morafs, fo that by means 
of fluices, (of which they have an amazing 
number) they can lay the whole neighbour- 
hood, for fome miles, under water. The 
Jefuits college here is a very handfomebuild- • 
ing, confijfting of two hrge fquares; they 
are called Englifh Jefuits, and a great num-' 
ber of them were born in the Britifli domi- 
nions. The Abbey of St. Bertris is a fine 
edifice; from the tower, the condudor 
aflures you, that you may,. in a clesx day, fee; 

the 
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the coaft of England; but it is a falrtiood. 
There arc fome very confiderable manufac- 
tories at §t. Omer's, particularly of cloth, 
druggets, duroys, ftialloons, and ftockings, 
which are flouriftiing; thefe are moftly car- 
ried on by means of wool fmuggled from 
England. - 

The fame country and cultivation extends 
from St. Omer's to Bethune, as from Dun- 
kirk to St. pmer's, only the woods are inorc 
frequent: it is but a fmall town, but neat; 
the fortifications are very ftrong. 

The fourth of July I reached Arras, which 
is a cpnfiderable city, the capital of Artois; 
it is a populous and induftrioius place, fitu- 
ated upon a hill, at the foot of which runs 
a branch of the river Scarpe. The fortifi- 
cations are reckoned very ftrong, efpecially 
the citadel. The buildings are handforrre, 
the ftreets fpacious, and well paved. The 
principal market-place is an oblong, with 
piazzas round it, but they have a difagree- 
able efFed:. They talk of having above an 
hundred churches' and chapels belonging to 
this city, which founds very magnificently, 
but they are moft of them too trivial for 
notice, mean buildings, or crowded into, 
holes and corners. The edifice moft worth 
feeing is the Benedidtine abbey, which en- 
joys 
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joys a revenue of thirty thoufand crowns a 
year; the piftures, carving, and monu- 
ments, are very well worth notice. Arras 
poffefles a confiderable trade in her own ma- 
nufa6lures, particularly in linen and woollen 
fabrics, and is very famous for tapeilry. 

From hence I made a fmall excurfion to 
Cambray, through a very fertile country, 
that is extremely well cultivated; 1 was in- 
formed that that city was as well worth 
viewing as moft in Flanders, but I cannot 
fay it anfwered my expcaations. The for-r 
tifications are curious; particularly the citadel 
built by Charles V. which is a regular pen- 
tagon, cut moftly out of a rock. The man- 
ner in which the principal ftreets are laid 
out, to point to the market- fquare, like 
the rays of a circle to the center, is flriking: 
that fquare is remarkably large, and the 
Stadthoufe, which fronts it, is a fine build- 
ing. . in the great church, they, fliow a 
chiming clock, the work of a country fel- 
low, which, as fuch obferves notice, but has 
not in any other refpecft merit enough to 
ftrike a fpeftator ufed to fuch fort of works. 
But my principal view in coming to Cam- 
bray, was to fee the famous cambric manu- 
faftory, which has been eftablifhed here fo 
long, and is fo defervedly famous. They 

certainly 
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tertairily make that kind of linen to a per- 
fedlion unknown at any other place in 
Europe; pieces of a great length weigh but 
a few ounces; they make it up to feventeen 
fliillings an ell, but it is* of an amazing fine*- 
nefs. I made numerous enquiries into the 
ftate of this manufafture, and from feveral 
perfons well informed, and they feemed uni- 
form in their opinions, that it is much upon 
the decline: they attribute much of this 
evil to the prohibition of it in England, to 
which kingdom their exports ufed to be very 
great ;_ but now they are confined to the 
finuggling trade, whidi, though not trifling, 
bears no proportion to what they once pof- 
feffedi. The numbers of men, women, and 
children, employed in Cambray, and fome 
adjacent yilFages, on the manufa6lurc of 
cambric, does not fall (hort of feventeen 
hundred. The men earn at an average, at 
the rate of five (hillings and fixpence a week, 
Englifti; women, that are good hands, two 
fliillings to three and fixpence; and children, 
from a penny to fixpence a day; but thefe 
prices are when the employment is full, for 
at fome feafons they have much time with- 
out being able to get work. 
. Returning to Arras, I took a chaife for 
Dowaythe fevcnth, and found it a fine place, 

fituated 



14 t R A y. E L S, Wr. 

fituated very well in the midft of a territory 
remarkably fertile, fuperior, I think, to any 
I have lately feen ; it is large, fecms full of 
people, and is ftrongly fortified, like Cam- 
bray; the ftreets in it point regularly to the 
market-place, where is alfo the Town-houfe. 
The univerfity»confifts of fourteen colleges, 
which they fay are in a fiourifliin'g condition. 
Fort Scarpe is a vaft out- work to Doway, To 
well placed, that by means of fluices at 
command, it can drown all the adjacent 
country^ 

From Doway to Tournay the country is 
very rich, and much of it cultivated in a 
mafterly manner: the account which a far- 
mer gave me of their method of managing 
their. lands, is, I think, curious.. They 
never give what we in England* call a fal- 
low; that is, a year of mere tillage to kill 
all weeds and meliorate the exhaufted foil. 
They think the only good purpofe of fuch a 
fallow is to kill weeds, but that the foil 
receives no other benefit from it. That on 
the contrary, they can fow it with crops, 
which will kill the weeds equally with ^y 
fallow, and at the fame time much enrich it: 
this appeared to me fo very defirable, that I 
liflened to it with attention. Of thefe crops, 
turnips, rape, beans, < and clover, were, I 

found> 
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found, the principal ; what peculiarity they 
may have in their management, I dp not 
know, but thefe plants arc as common ia 
England as they are in Flanders, and yet 
the huAandry does not feem near fo good. 
Rape they cultivate for the fake of the feed, 
fron\ which they extraft oil, for which pur- 
pofe there are many mills through all this 
part of Flanders. They prepare their lands 
richly for it, both by tillage and manuring; 
plough it into regular ridges, and then plant 
on them: it muft be very expenfive; they 
hand-hoe the plants carefully, to keep them 
free from weed«. As to the produce, the 
accounts they gave me were not very clear, but 
from the beft computation I could make, it 
amounts one year with another to fix or feven 
pounds an Englifh acre. Turnips they pre- 
pare for in the fame manner as rape, but 
tranfplant only a part of their crop ; fome 
they fow where they are to remain : they 
likewife hand- hoe their turnips as well as 
the rape; ufe them chiefly for the winter- 
food of cows and oxen, all which animals 
are regularly houfed, and the turnips given 
in mangers. They . do not approve ,the 
Englifli way of feeding turnips on the land; 
but as I wanted to know their reafon for , 
this, ^ I enquired their motives : they think 

the 
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the land would parch and be damaged, and 
the crop would not go near fo far: whether 
they are right or wrong, I am no judge to 
decide, but what they urge feems to have 
reafon in it. An Englifti acre of turnips 
they reckon worth four pounds : fome crops 
they leave for feed to make oil from, mixed 
with rape feed ; and fuch crops pay as well, 
and fometimes better, than rape. 

But their principal fallow crops they 
reckon the clovers, of which they have three 
forts, bearing a red, a yellow, and a white 
bloflbm; the firft produces the greateft crops, 
but will not laft more than two years; the 
other forts yield a fweeter food for cattle,, 
and will laft five or fix years, but the red is 
moft in ufe. They fow it with barley and 
oats, in the fame manner that I believe is 
common in fome parts of England : after 
harveft, the field is covered with a full crop^ 
which fupports a great number of cattle 
almoft till Chriftmas; and this pafturage 
on their beft lands is fo great, that it fome- 
times pays all the expences of the year's 
crop, and leaves the barley clear profit. The 
following year they mow the clover for hay, 
and get no lefs than three crops; and from 
what I viewed, I fhould fuppofe each would 
produce a ton and half on an Englifh acre, 

and 
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and fometimes, more. The next year, if 
they leave it fo long, they ufually feed it: 
and thcfe crops of clovcr> though fo very 
plentiful, they affcrt, improve the land, 
which is poffibie, to be fure, but I cannot 
cafily comprehend how fudi ample produc- 
tions can do that benefit to the land; how^- 
ever, the Fleraiih farmers have experience 
on their fide; for, upon giving thcfe clover 
iields only one ploughing, they harrow in 
wheat, and get very fine crops, and as clean, 
I think, as any I ever faw in England: whe- 
ther our management of clover is upon this 
tnethod, I am not acquainted, but if not, I 
apprehend it would be worthy the imitation 
<^ the Ertgli(h farmers. Th*s clover prepa- 
ration for wheat is in general on a pale red- 
difh loam; here and there they have fields of 
clay, where it will not fucceed. Another 
xife to which they put their clover, is, I be- 
lieve, quite unknown in thofe parts of Eng- 
lacid with which I am acquainted ; it is that 
of mowing, and giving it green to cattle in 
houfes, iHftead of letting them eat it in the 
ifield j they a(fert, that in this mode of con- 
fuming it, one acre goes as far as feveral : 
<:ertainly it merits a trial. 

Their bean crops confift of many of the 
large forts common in England, and whole 
' ' Vol. !!• C fields 
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fields of the kidney fort, which we caH 
French beans : all thefe they fow in rows, and 
keeping them very clean by hoeing, get great 
crops, and fallow them with wheat or bar- 
ley. Their wheat, I do not think, appears 
finer than what I have feen in England, but 
their barley is much fuperior. They feem 
to be very attentive hufbandmen in the article 
of manuring their lands : I obfcrved feveral 
pits in the country paved and roofed for 
keeping mixtures of dungs in; the human 
they efteerti the beft. 

• There is a fine range of rich meadow land' 
about Tournay. That town is large ami 
well built, and the river Schelde running 
through it, has many bridges, with feveral 
handfome quays planted in the Dutch man- 
ner. It appears t6 be populous. In the 
cathedral are feveral monuments of brafs 
and marble, that are very well worth view- 
ing. The altar-piece of St. Martin's is of 
marble, richly adorned, and is fine; but the 
moft defcrving of attention in this church, is 
the pidlure by Rubens, of the crowning of 
bur Saviour; in which the defign, digpity 
of expreffion, and colouring, are remarkably 
fine. ' The fortifications of Tournay are 
fome of the fincft in Flanders ; the citldel 
being efteemed the maftcr-piece of Vauban; 

all 
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all the works of it ire undermined. There 
are Teveral flouriftiing linen manufa<5lures 
here, with fome of ftocking-s and worftcd 
pieces, but the former are the principal. 

From Tournay to Lifle, the country is all 
fertile and rich : I faw fome fields planting 
with colefeed, in which I counted more than 
thirty hands to a field, and, they feem ttf 
execute it with great celerity. .Lifle is the 
principal city of all thefe parts, at the dif- 
tance of fifteen miles from Tournay. It is 
a large city, and more populous than any I 
have been in fince I left Holland, to which,' * 
indeed, its garfifon does not a little contri- 
bute, for it confifts of ten thoufand of the ** 
belt troops of France. The legularity and 
fpacioufnefs of the ftreets, with many of the 
buildings, make it really a very fine city: in 
the center of it is a great fquare, to which 
the principal ftreets lead. La Rue Royak 
extends above a mile, and is one of the fineft 
I have any where feen. 
. The fortifications are among the moft 
famous in Europe, not having been taken 
isict the Duke of Marlborough took the 
city, after three months open trenches. The 
citadel is not regular, but very large, and 
uncommonly ftrong. In France, they 
. - C 2 reckon 
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rcckbrt this place, next to Paris, the mdft 
important in the kingdom. 

They have a French opera, and a theatre 
for comedies, but neither of them abound 
with capital performers i the prices arc 
cheap, yet the company is often very good. 
There are people enough in Ljfle to main- 
tain a great number of hackney coaches. 

They carry on fome very coofiderable 
- manufactures here, particularly of linens^ 
broad and narrow cloths, and druggets^ 
many forts of fluffs and flockings, and more 
than feven hundred looms are employed in 
making camlets. Great numbers of cdi- 
""mancoes, and other fluffs wrought of filk and 
mohair; thefe fabrics are in general flourifh- 
ing, though not equal to what they were 
above twenty years ago; therie are, however,: 
many thoufands of hands employed in 
them. 

It may not be wrong. to add here, that I 
met with an excellent reception at the Palait 
Royale, in St. Martin's-flreet ; excellent 
rooms, a good bed, and provifions and wine 
unexceptionable; but, in return, the bill is 
not moderate; I could not live there under a 
guinea and half a day, though I had no» 
horfes. Dearnefs, when every thing is good^ 
is to be fubmitted to, but when met with, 

as 
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is is often the cafe, where every thinfg is 
bad, it is not a little grating. 

July nth, I took a chaife from Lifle to 
Courtray, which is fifteen rniles, moft of the 
way through a country equally rich with the 
preceding. It is a pretty town, and very 
populous from the tnantifa6lures carried on 
in it, particularly of woollen and linen goods; 
for the latter of which, they are very fanious : 
none, however, are in fo flouri/hing a con- 
ditibn as they were for fonie years before- the 
laftwan 

From Courtray to Ghent, the country* 
does not appear t6 be quitt fo fertile as that 
through which I have lately travelled, but 
the hufbanjliy is very good. They are here 
extremely attentive to manuring; I remarked 
fome labourers carting out the compoft from 
'a bricked ftercorary; upon enquiry^ I fournt 
it was filled with the Viddance of privies from-, 
Courtray, mixed with fine' molds,, and a. 
fmall quantity of a(hes*. It had been before 
turned over to mix the ingredients well: 
they informed me, that .a large quantity of 
earth ihould be mixed with the dung, and 
that this compoft is of all manures the moft 
fertilizing. A leflbn which I fhould appre- 
liend very important to the farmers within 
ten oliles of all great cities* 

C 3 Ghent 
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Ghent is one of the largeft cities * in 
Europe, being near fifteen miles in circum- 
ference. It is built on a large number of 
little iflands, formed by four rivers, and 
many canals, over which there are an hun- 
dred bridges: but lar^e and pompous as this 
account is, I niuft obferve, that the reality- 
bears no proportion to the defcription; 
more than half the ground within the walls 
being occupied by gardens, and therq are 
fome fields. As to the fortifications, they 
are contemptible, being little more than lines 
for an army to encamp, within. Some of 
the ftreets are large, well paved, and tolerably 
built. Among the public buildings, there 
are none worthy of any attention but a few 
qhurches. They have very flourifliinglinea 
manufa6lures throughout all this country; 
but they are not confined to Ghent, though 
there are many in that town, but all the vil- 
lages, and almoft eVery farm, is a flax manu- 
fa6lory. Flax is a principal crop upon all 
the fandy parts of this country, and the far- 
mers and labourers do not only grow it, but 
alfo'drefs and weave it, and the women and 
children fpin it. Every little 'farmer has one 
or two looms, many of them five or fix, and 
fpme feven or eight, according to the niam- 
ber of hands in the family. This makes 

the 
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the whole,race of country people remarkably 
^(5live and induitrious ; the fervants, and the 
farmer, and his, fons, will weave linen of 
nights, and in wet days, when they have 
oot employment in - the farm, and in this 
manner contribute greatly to earning a bet- 
ter income and maintainance for their fan^i- 
lies, than in -other countries where fuchtiiHQ 
is appropriated to idlenefs. Befides thefe. 
linen fabrics, they have at Ghent fome filk 
and wQoUen manufactures. 

The 1 3 th, I took a chaife from Ghent for 
Bruffelsj^the diftance is about thirty milesj^ 
which I performed with eafe before dinner, 
and made two or three flops to have fome 
converfation with the country. people. The 
foil is middling, but not fo good as I have 
{Qcn in other parts of Flinders, but it is. very 
well cultivated. ' Ifaw many fields of flax, 
which they keep remarkably clean from 
weeds: the crops. feemed good. I alfo faw 
much fine clover, and pretty good corn 
crops. 

I was drove direftly to the Duke of Bra,- 
bant's inn, where I fixed 'my refidencc, 
defigning to (lay a few daysj; my intention 
\vas to have hired private lodgings, but I 
liked the inn fo well, and the treatment I 
received, that I changed my mind, and deter- 

C 4 .mined 
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mined to remain at, the inn, Brufleh is far 
more beautiful, for the bombardment Ihe 
fufFered from Marfhal Villeroy; for fince 
1696, the mifchief he did has been all made 
good by many new ftreets and public build- 
ings, in a much better tafte than they were 
. before. Many of the ftrcets are well paved, 
fome of them broad, and all the new houfes 
large and well built. 

.Among the churches of Bruflels, there are 
fome that well deferve a traveller's notice. 
St. Gudula is a very remarkable Gothic pilf> 
highly ornamented with monuments, cha- 
pels, piftures, &c. The Jefuit's church has 
alfo feveral obje6ls deferving notice. 

The great market fqu^re is one of the 
, fineft I have, any where feen : one whole fide 
of it is taken up with the Town ,Houfe, 
which is certainly a ftupendous building; 
there is a very magnificent apartment in 
which the States of Brabant meet; the h'iftory 
of Charles V. is • v/rouglit in the tapeftry 
with a flrength-and brilliancy of colouring 
that cannot be exceeded. There are other 
apartments, vv^hich contain numerous ori- 
ginal paintings by the bcft Flemifh mafters. 
Other great .advantages the market place 
eajoys, is being furrounded with the corpo- 
ration haljs of different trades, the fronts of 

which 
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which being uniform, and adorned, make a' 
fine circumference, ! 

• The regent's palace, though an old irre- 
gular building, ere<ftcd at different times,' 
ihould not be paffed over by any traveller. 
It is a very large edifice, and the apartments 
are extremely fpacious and well furniihed.' 
Behind it, after eroding fome filly unmean- 
ing parterres, you enter a large park, well 
planted and ftocked with deer. There arc 
many very agreeable vsralks in it. On one 
fide of it is a fummer-houfe, built by the 
Emperor Charles V. * 

Among the other edifices that arc uTually 
viewed, are the palaces of Orange, now be- 
loflging to the King ofPruflia; the Princes 
De Ligne, Epinoy, Ruhcn^ue, and Egmont ; 
and the Dukes of Arembcrg, Arfchot, and 
and B.ournanvilie. In the gardens of the 
latter, you have a very fine view of the 
greateft part of Bruifels, and much of the 
adjaicent country. I rcmj^rked, that the 
only ohjed:s of much, confidcration in thcfe 
palaces^ .were the paintings, among which, 
and particularly in that of the Duke d'Areta- 
berg's, are many very fine and capital pieces, 
not only by the Flcmiih, but alfo by the 
Italian mafters. A coanoiffeur willd&nd no 

Oight 
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flight entertainment among thefe col- 
le6lions. 

In refpedl to the diverfions of Bruffels, 
there i3 a large Opera Houfe, and twa 
theatres^ upon which French comedies are 
reprefented. The Opera Houfe is very large,, 
being more fpacious than that in the Hay-- 
market. Inftead of boxes, in the London 
tafte, it has large clofets . after the Italian 
manner, which are hired for the feafon by the- 
nobility and foreign rainifters at a cheapo 
rate; they c6ntain tables, chairs, a fire, &c. 
fo that parties are formed for cards and con- 
verfation during the performance. But the 
prices of admiflion are too low to allow of 
great entertainment; their performers are? 
but very moderate, and bad mufic is certainly 
an entertainment that will not be reliihed by 
thofe, who have been the leaft acquainted 
with the luxurious^ entertainment which the 
Englifh and Italian operas yield. 
. The fountains, of which they have above 
twenty, at the corners of the principal ftreets, 
add much to the beauty of the city, and at 
the fame time fupply it well with water. 
They have a vaft number of monafteries, 
nunneries, and hofpitals, fome x)f which I 
viewed, but found nothing in any of them 
remarkable. 

The 
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.. The keeping up a court gives an air of 
livelinefs to Bruffels, that is more agreeable 
than what is found in mod of the other cities 
in Flanders- What with the officers about 
the perfon of the governor-gentral ; the red- 
den ce of a confiderable military; the chief 
courts ofjuftice; with no. flight portion of 
trade and manufad:ure, altogethef render the 
place the moft pleafing and chearful refidence 
in Flanders. They are famous for the ma- 
a-ufa6lory of lace, which is in a flourifhing 
fituation; and alfo that of tapeftry, which is 
known very well all over Europe. 

I had a recommendatory letter to the 
Baron de Walmode,who received me with a 
politenefs and affability which I cannot but 
acknojvledge : he invited me to his table fe- 
yeral days, and from his converfatjon, I 
learned morje important information than I 
could otherwife have gained. His eftates in 
3rabant and Flanders are conriderable, and 
he lives in a fplendid and elegant manner^ 
The Baron is a man of enlarged ideas, has 
' travelled through the principal countries of 
-Europe, and feeri much of the buiy world, 
while he was in the Imperial fervice, but he 
quitted it at fifty years of a[ge, and retired to 
.Bruffels, dividing his time between the city 
and his eftates in the country,- wherein he 

has 
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has two houfes which he has furniflicd for 
his reception, when inclined ta rural diver- 
lions, or retirement from the city. I. wanted 
to be informed of the political ftate of 
Auftrian FJanders, the benefits accruing ta 
the Houfe of Auftria from the poffeffion^ 
the revenues, &c. And in feveral of thefe 
points, the Baron gave me accounts which 
are much more to be depended on than the 
vague relations which we meet with in the 
Gazettes of the age. 

He faid, that it was a miftaken notion 
common in feveral of the courts of Europe^ 
that the Houfe of Auftria received fo little 
benefit frcfm the poffeffion of thofe provinces^ 
that they were fcarcely worth keeping, from 
the expences running away with all the 
profit. But all this be remarked was a mif- 
take, as more regularity has been tlirown 
Into the government of the provinces, int<> 
the receipts of the revenue, and the expen* 
diture of it: encouragement has been given 
to trade and manufadtures, and the efFec^a 
have hetn very beneficial. But fuppofe, 
continued the Baron, that profit was not 
received in the treafury at Vienna, ftill the 
advantage of a confiderabie body of troop* 
being paid and maintained, is one of the 
mofi important nature. The provinces pay 

the 
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the troops in garrifon, and the forces of all 
forts that arc quartered here, which amount 
at different times, from fix to twenty thou- 
fand men, ahd the opportunity of advancing 
oumcrous fubjc6ls to pofts of honour and 
advantage, is valuable to any court. 

Thefe provinces, continued he, are popu-^ 
lous, and arc found highly ferviceable in re- 
cruiting regiments; and as .they poffefs much 
trade, and numerous thriving manufadlures^ 
they are a body of fubjeds of undoubted im- 
portance. However, thefe advantages arc 
not all, for it is very well known that con- 
jfiderable remittances are made to Vienna^ 
notwithftanding the expences of maintaining 
a court here. 

: Many fchemes of improving the trade ^and 
manufa6tures of this country have been 
ftarted, and laid before the council for the 
provinces at Vienna; fome of them have! 
been- approved of, and begun to be executed, 
but fuch things do not proceed with any 
very quick pace; yet fomething good will 
probably refult from them by and by. 

The acquifition of a fhare in foreign trade, 
by means of a good port on the ocean, pro- 
mifes moft, and Oftend would certainly 
admit of very great exertions of this fort; 
they have been confidered of at court morei 

than 
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than once; but the remembrance of the ill 
faccefs attending the Eaft India company. 
cftabUfhed there, from the oppofition. of the 
Maritime Powers, prevented their execution. 
All thefe improvements, though only a 
few of them are completed, hav^ had afto-s 
nifliing tendency to raife the revenues of the 
country, and alfo the population of it; the 
Baron aflured me, that in the laft war, the 
Emprefs Queen drew confiderable fums from 
the revenues of thefe provinces, and great 
numbers of recruits. I obferved to him, 
that there was in that war a report of her 
Imperial Majefty's alienating them toFrance> 
in confideration of afiiflance to recover 
Silefia.' He replied, that the. out-line o£ 
that idea would have had a great appearance 
of probability, if France had been in a fitu- 
ation to undertake pofitively for the fuccefs 
of a Silefian conqueft; for ttetts province, 
from its fituation, was certainly more valu- 
able to Aufl;fia than Fland^'s : but the utter 
inability of France jvas fo vifible and great,- 
that it was impoffible the Emprefs Queen 
ihould be fo deceived in her politics : Jior is 
it clear, added he, whether fuch a revolution 
would not have brought the Dutch into the 
war againft France, in Ipite of all their fear 
and caution; for the Auftrian provinces, in 

th^ 
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the hands of France, would be death to the 
liberty of Holland, as all the ideas of a bar- 
rier vs^puld be thereby deftroyed, and the 
Dutch provinces lie open to every fudden 
inroad, that might be attempted. Whdt the 
rulers in Holland would fey to it, is not 
eafily conceived, but the populace, and lower 
ranks, v/ould drive them into oppofition. 

The juftnefs of the Baron's obfervations, 
I think, is clear; and I own he convinced 
me, that there is.no danger of feeing the Au-» 
ilrian Flanders in the hands of France, 
which would bealmoft as dangerous an event 
to England as it would to Holland. 
^ Refpeding the prefent ftate of their ma- 
nufactures, he informed me, that the govern- 
ment had exerted itjelf greatly in their 
favour, and in feveral inftances with high 
fuccefs, but that it muft in general be little 
further than preventing a greater decline: 
that they had not one manufacture com- 
parable to what flouriiiied in Flanders many 
years ago; that of laces was flourifhing, but 
not near fo confiderable as formerly; and the 
•fame obfervation was applicable to thofe of 
•fine lirien and tapeftry: indeed the attention 
given to manbfaftures in every country and 
ftate in Europe, cannot but have drawn 
^Ujph froiji the old fabric long eliablifhed: 
* ' * ^ no 
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no article of manufafturc is found in Flan- 
ders, which is not ftrongly rivalled by fome 
neighbour or other. . This, with the inter- 
nal mifchiefs refulting from freedoms of cor- 
porate towns cramping the workmen, are 
very prejudicial to all induftry in thefe pro- 
vinces: the latter obftacle is much remedied 
by new regulations, but tiie former rqnains 
in full force. 

Notwithflanding thefe impediments, the 
fabrics of the Autoian provinces are by no 
means inconfidcrable; the towns are tfaickt 
and all of them have fome manufa6^ure or 
other: their linens, laces, flockings, caps, 
jcloths, druggets, carpets, &c. ,&c. are 
all confiderable, employing great numbers 
of hands, and bringing much money into 
jtlie country. 

It was not without pain that I took my 
leave of the Baron on my quitting Bruffcls ; 
I found very, few people who had attended 
(b much to the iuperior interefts of their 
country, or that undcrftood them better. 
He had an enlarged idea of the politics of 
Europe, and feemed pcrfedly well to under- 
ftand the true condu£l of every neighbour-* 
ing power. 

CHAP^. 
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C H A P. II. 

From BruffeU h Mechlin — Antwerp^^Defcrip-^ 
tton of that City, and of its fine Parnlinp^-^ 
yoiirney to Ruremond — General Obfervations 
en Flanders — Numb^ of Cities — Population 
-^ Trade -^ ManufaBures — Agriculture-^ 
Situation — Political importance. - 

JULY 20th, I left Bmflels, taking the 
road to Mechlin in my way to Antwerp; 
the diftdnce is twelve miles, through a ligiit 
fandy country, not near fo rich as. what I 
had lately travelled^ but their maoagement 
of it feemed very good; though lorae of it 
was not cultivated at all> yet all that was 
under crops feemed to yield very good ones. 
PI ax I obferved to grow very well on thcfe 
fands, but they manured them Very richly 
for the preceding crop. 1 faw uiiich clover 
tKat was very line, and many fields of barlejr 
ind oftts that almoft rivalled the prodiicfts of 
much better foils; but I do notremembec 
feeing one crop of wheat* They plough 
here with muth greater dexterity thdn ever 
VoL.IL D I faw 



34 TRAVELS, Wr. 

1 faw in England; for the ploughman has 
no driver, although they ufe four horfes at a 
time; he has reins to all the horfes, and a 
long, coach- whip, which he flicks into a 
focket made on purpofe to receive' it in the 
beam of his plough : they ufe only wheel- 
ploughs, and the country people think that 
no plough in the world can equal their true 
Flemifh one. I remarked their furrows, 
and found that they went very fhallow; 
their motive for which, is keeping the good 
foil at top, which has been manured, and 
' not ploughing down to the (harp fand, which 
has never received any improvement/ On 
fome low fpots, between little fandy emi- 
nences, they plant hops, which, by means 
of good manuring, and much cultivation, 
they make a profitable crop. 

Mechlin is a corrfiderable city, very well 
fituated for communication and trade with 
Antwerp, Bruffels, and Louvaine, by means 
of the rivers Dyle and Demer, which join 
before they arrive at this place, and united, 
run through it; there are befidcs, feveral 
canals, and a great many bridges thrown over 
them. The ftreets are in general well built, 
and the market-place is large. Mechlin is 
famous for the manufa6lure of the lace that 
goes by its name. It is chiefly made in the 

nunnery 



TRAVELS, bfr. 35 

hunnery of the Beguines; a kind of nuns, 
without thofe vows which bind the common 
ones to the monaftic life, being at liberty at 
a'ny time to quit the confinement and marry; 
there are generally feven of eight hundred 
young women in it employed upon the lace, 
which brings a good price all over Europe. 
They are alfo famous in this place for 
founderies of bells> and great guns, and in an 
inferior degree for brewing good beer, which- 
they export in confiderable quantities,: 
Mechlin' is an agreeable place to refide at, 
from . the diverfions which are going on at 
it; this is principally owing to the number 
of Mobility who make it their refidence. 

From Mechlin to Antwerp the road runs 
through a poor fandy country, much of it 
wafte and covered with heath. That city is 
lituated in a low fenny fpot; but it is feven 
miles in circumference, furrounded. with b, 
good wall, and . many baftions faced with 
ftone. Thefe fortifications, however, are of 
no other confequencethan to defend it againft 
fudden incurfions> but they are very beau|i- . 
ful, for the top of the wdl is an hundred 
feet broad, and doubly planted with rows of 
trees. The only ftrength of it is the citadel, 
which is the famous one erefted by the Duke 
of Alva. It ftands clofe to the river Schelde, 

D 2 on, 
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oii thi South fide of the city; it is a regular 
fbrtificifitoh, and very ffrong, commanding 
all th6 town, and the adjacent country for 
foirie diftihefe. There are five principal 
baftldfrf to iti which cothttiaiid eiich otlier^ 
arid defended by twb very deep and wide 
ditches. It ^aS the ere6lion of this fortrefs 
that gaVe the gi-eaf blow to the vaft tfadd 
vs^hich Antwerp ohce carried oh. Here Was 
the ftatug which the Dbke of Alva caiifed tti 
be niad€> reprefenting himfelf in d milifahr 
attitude, trampling the nobility arid p&ofvi 
liridei- feef j iihd which rbiifed the fpirit of thii 
pbpulitg fo iiiilch, that they broke into the 
citadel bh a holidsly, and utterly dfemolifticd 
the ftatue. Here are iriany confiderable 
iftagazittes for military ftores, and barracks 
for a gat-rifon of four thoufand riiin. 

The river at AhtWerp is twenty feet d^cjp, 
and at high watet rilfes twenty feet tnort!^ 
which ttiakes it an exfeelleht harbour^ iiito 
which (hips of the greateft burthen may be 
aclmitted to unload their cargoes at eight of 
the principal tatials in the town. Thefe were 
the advantages which carried their trade ^to 
filch a height; but the Dutch building Fort 
Lillo, which totally commanded theapproach, 
and in confecjueiice making all (hips that 
palfed pay toll/ was a fatal ftroke to their 

trade^ 
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trade, and drove thp chief of jt ^9 ^ni;- 
i^erdam. 

Antwerp h^s maijy remains of if s fojnief 
P)agn|fjcence, particularly jn the brei^tb, 
length, and rcguj^rity of tl>e principal 
ilreets, aqd many of t^ ppbl^c buildings 
and churcjies. It has t^^i;ciity-tw9 fquare^, 
two hundre4 and /^w^lye ftreets, an4 fevea 
gates, from each of which rji^m ^ fl:r?ct, 
ter)ipinating ^t the €^tjiedr4 ffluare. The 
' ftreet called La Mere is the finpft in the city; 
it is very w;ell paved, anjd is fo wide, tf^^t fiyp 
coachf s ^^3;y pa^ jn it abre^fl with great £afe^ 
it is ajiib very well built, aa^ i^ g^Overal of 
free ^lone: m^ny of the othfif ftrflet? ^(9 
^^ke ^ very gpp4 appearance, htlfig bspad* 
ftr^it, ai^d h^f^^Qige. Thp better jOarl c^ 
houles througl^jL^ fh/p city are in ^eiierajl 
h^S^9 1^%> ^?)^ contain good ap^rtn^enjts. 
From t^e decay of trade, n>ai?y of thpm ^rp 
^ at vpry low raites : moft h^vje jpOAirtryards 
and garcjcps, whijch make them .v,ery ftgreer 
fible to livp in; H>any of them .are iacj^ed .19 
the antient ftile of building, which is not ^9 
griipe^ i^ ^^ppearance. 

. The manketshere are nun^crous, and^mpft 

of them wpll fupplied; that for fi^ is near 

the river^ ^^(J pbQunds wiihgreaf pl^A^y th^ 

^sfxc^iiqi^: 9^4 thfit for ffuit and garden- 

D 3 ftu^ 
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ftufF is well fupplicd by numerous country 
carts, in which the peafants bring the pro- 
duce of their little farms; but much comes 
by water. One fquare is called the Friday 
market-place, in which, of a market day, 
arc to be feen many fales by audlion of fur- 
niture, and fome of pidtures, where are to be 
picked up fometimes valuable pieces by 
Flemifh maftfers. 

Nothing can be more melancholy than 
to view the houfe of the Hanfe towns, built 
in 1468, (a time in which this city was fo 
flouriftiing) for the ufe of the merchants 
trading to the Baltic. It is a fquare edifice 
of 230 feet, and all of ftone : the upper floors 
.were ample magazines for all forts of dry 
merchandize, with vaft cellars for the wet 
goods, which are now converted to ftabling 
for troopers horfes, and the magazines to 
hay-lofts ; a fad fpeftacle of the building 
which once was the refidencc of wealth and 
induftfy, and fhews how miferable a fall any 
place undergoes that lofes a once eftablifhed 
trade. 

Very near the flreet La Mere is the Ex- 
change, faid to be the firft building of the 
kind raifed in Europe; and from wj^iicli Sir 
Thomas Grefham is faid to have taken his 
idea of that of London. Four ftreets meet 
'' ' . ' at 
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at it, and it has four great gates anfwerable 
to them : the parades arc fupportcd by above 
forty marble pillars ; the length of it is 1 80 
feet, and the breadth 140. Beneath it arc 
vaults and magazines for goods, and over it 
are the apartments of an academy of paint- 
ing, fculpture, and architefture. The ex- 
pence of this building is faid to have 
amounted to three hundred thoufand crowns, 
at a time when money was much dearer than 
it is at prefent. 

The Stadthoufe is very well worth view- 
ing 5 it is all of free ftone* furrounding three 
courts, with a very magnificent front, de-. 
corated with ftatues and a cupola. The 
Dutch, from an obfervation that the trade of 
Antwerp began to decline die year this 
building was finifhed, have fuperftitioufly 
delayed completing the Stadthoufe at Am- 
fterdam, leaft the fame fate fhould attend 
the commerce of that city; but their pre- 
caution has been v^in, for their trade has 
greatly declined, notwithftanding the unfi- 
nifhed ftate of their Town-houfe. 

In this edifice are federal paintings much 
deferving the attention of the connoiflcurs 
in that art, and among others arc the fol- 
lowing: \ 

D 4 The 
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The virgin of Antwerp, by Ahrjiham 
Janffens. This is a very capital piece, it is 
naturally ^ecuted^ yet with a miaut^ 
eiqpref&on. 

A holy family, by Gerard Zeghers. 

Game and fowls, by Snydcrs; tbfs figufef 
by Rubens. This is x>ne pf the fineft pic- 
tures in the colle<^ion ; nothing can be 
mbfQ exadl than the injitation of the gftji)e^ 
^nd the figures are touched in Ruben's mai^ 
terly manner, 
" Thr^e triumphal arches, by Rubens. 

A whole chapel, painted by Henry Ver- 
bruggen, and very well executed. Tlie altar 
and crucifix sire the work of Michael V^r- 
voort the elder; they ^re very fine. 

Concord, by Abrahana Janffens. ^ 

An altar-piece admirably executed, by 
Cornelius Schut. 

The elders exercifing tlje bow, by Bigeti 
the architefture by Herdenberg, and the 
landfcape part by Himme tract. This ^p- 
pearjs to be a veiy valuable piece. 

Antwerp was once the grand emporium 
cf aknoft all the CQnamerce in Eurqje, 
which was owing to three principal caufb;. 
Firft, To the liberty which 4'eigncd here, 
-Second, To the advantages of its frtuatioa 
»ad port, for above four thoufand fail of 

fhips 
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ihips could lay io perfeft fafcty >n the canals 
at a time. And thirdly. To the near fi?igh^ 
bourhpod of the moft flourifhing maixufac^ 
tvires then in Europe, which were carried 
on in all the Flemifli towns* Bruges pofr 
fcllpd the grcateft ihare of trade before Antr 
werp arofe to fuch a height i but the war^ 
which broke out in Flanders in the beginning 
rf the fixteenth century, drove ijxoft of tb* 
pierchants from the forn^cr plaice to the h^t^ 
ter. ^ They reckon the trade of (he city 9,% 
its height about the year 1568, whpn they 
copiputed the inhabitents at two hundred 
tboufand: their harbour, at thatti^e^ cpn-r 
txined very often 2500 ihips at 9 time, ^.nd 
500 were commonly leen to go out, or cofj^ 
in, in a day. The annals of th^ city i^fargi 
^ifi, that in the year 1 550, \h^ tr^d^ apokOMf^eJ 
tp one hundrbd aqd thirty-^three wUiw^t 
€ jcclulive of the bank- The Antw&rpoi^^ to 
thiis day, are fond <>f telling the itoiy of 
J^^a Daens, their fanwqs merchant, wb» 
lent the Emperor, Charles V. ^ million of 
gold, and afterwards entertaixiad him m^ 
jpgt^gqjfitently ; h^d a fire of ciiwaropn, «iM» 
ijj the gwperor's prefeqc-p, threw th^ fepnd 
into it. But fuch a tale as little becpgj^ 
the mod«m city, *|j th^ ^ditQU did tfee mmnt 

But 
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But all their profperity was no fecurity 
againft the tyranny of their Sovereign^ 
Philip 11. who I take to be a much more 
deteftable monftcr than Tiberius, Nero,, 
Caligula, Domitian, orHeliogabalus, for he 
had all their faults, (except low buffoonery) 
without any of their good qualities : this 
wretch of a monarch, and his blood-hound 
the Duke of Alva, prefently drove all trade 
from Antwerp, fo that the fall of the city 
was much quicker than its rife. After being 
twice facked, there was much of it burnt 
down in 1576, and brought into fuch a 
condition, as was utterly incompatible with 
trade : the merchants therefore fled in whole 
, troops; the Dutch received them; they had 
juft formed their infant republic. Amfter- 
dara began to be a place of trade ; they 
removed thither, and carried with them their 
corrcfpondence and induftry. At the fame 
time the Dutch built Fort Lillo, in Zealand, 
which commanded the entry of the harbour, 
and made all fhips pay toll; this gave the 
fini(hing ftroke to the trade of Antwerp, 
which afterwards retained but few marks 
of that amazing commerce fhe once pof- 
feffcd. 

Upon the lofs of their trade, the inhabi- 
tants gave their attention principally to 

. banking. 
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banking, jewelling, and painting. In the 
firft they have always been proficients, and 
carried it to great extent, even in the prcfent 
times: during the Duke of Marlborough's 
war, two brothers, the De Konnings, paid, 
one the army of France, and the other that 
of the Allies. Some of their painters were 
of note in the Flemifh fchool before the 
time of Rubens, but that great matter laid 
the principal foundation of their fame; he 
eftabliihed their fchool, and, under the influ* 
ence of his genius, painting long flourifhcd 
here ; fo that Antwerp has produced more 
good artifts in this way, than any other 
town in the Netherlands. Antwerp has 
likewife been famous for printing, the Plan- 
tin editions being much efteemed in the 
learned world. Plantin's printing-houfe 
remains (though imperfedt) at this time, 
^nd is faid by the Antwerpers to be the beft 
in Europe, having been fupplied with near 
an hundred different forts of fonts of letters, 
two of which were Syriac, forty-feven 
Roman, nine Greek, and ten Hebrew. 
. But Antwerp, though fo much reduced 
from its antient fplendor, is yet a place of 
confequence : here is fome trade carried on, 
for which it is yet well fituated, and has 
behind it numerous cities in Flanders, &c, 

to 
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to fupply with foreign com^iOiJitie^: thef 
Jiave alfo feveral flouriftiiDg ^llg.|}iHfaft^res, 
A confiderfible lac^ trg(fe^ 9f)d 9 (h^r^ c^ th^ 
linen fi^brics, fee. It is aifo ^n agrefgj)!? plgep 
to rcfiie in, fronj th? nuBib^er of ijoWlity 
and people of large fortune who liv^ in it. 
Through their patronage a theatre has beea 
rebuilt, and alio an apartment for the per- 
formance of coxiccrts. The firft is a very 
l)eautifal and well contrived e4ifice, well 
fumi(hed with foenery and machines; it is 
alfo richly ornamented with paintings fey 
D'heur and Michael Vcrvoort the younger. 
A company of French comedians exhibit 
here three times a week in winter. The 
fame mailers ornamented the concert-roorn, 
where a concert is performed once a week^ 
for two months, in winter. 

Fropi lyiy firft coming to Antwerp I was 
made to expeft much entertainment ii^ 
feveral of the churches ; and I ihould have 
been better fatisfied, had not my expectation 
been raifed too much : however, there are 
numerous piftures in them of moft capital 
jnerit, and they are indeed the richeft thaf 
Antwerp has to beftow on ftrangers. 

In the church of the Dominican nuns is 
an altar-piece reprefenting a crucifixion; a 
large pifture by Vandyke. It is a capital 

performance 
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jierform^nefe of that very capital painter, 
itrtd ah ittftatlce of that rematkable chaf- 
tity of colouring in which he was fo cx- 
<iellfent. 

^ Ih the church of tht nuns of the Annun- 
ciation is a fmall altar-piece by Rubens, 
reprefenting the holy child Jefiis : there is 
merit in it, but not equal to what is often 
feen in the works of this mafter. Here is 
alfb a portrait of the founder of the Cloifter, 
hy Vandyke, which deferves much ad- 
riiiration. 

In the church of the Beguines is an altar- 
piece reprefenting the defccrtt from the crofs, 
by Vandyke, which is extremely capital; 
the ideas are great, and the colouring pUre. 
Near it are two figures, finely executed ill 
white m&rble, by Schcemaeckers. 

' The refurf C(!tioil, the ahnunciatioli of the. 
Virgin, and the afcehfion, all by Ldngen 
jah, done in Vandyke's maimer^ and equal 
to many of the pieces of that celebrated 
jJainter. 

St. Fraticis, by Guido, but not com- 
pkrable to the beft works of that mafter. 
A crVkciftxioii^ by Jordaens, which has merit. 
In the church of St. Jatties, an elevation 
of the^crofs» -by Vervoort the elder, deferves 
to be pientioned; 

' Another 
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Another piece of the laft fupper, by Otton 
Van Veen, is finely done. Alfd the ftatues 
of St. Paul and St. Peter, executed by WiU 
liamfens and Verbruggen, which will call 
for attention from every one that fees 
them. 

An altar-piece, by Gerard Zcgers* 

A bafs relief, by Schcemaeckers, excel- 
lently done. Among the chapels in this 
church, thofc of Zumalos, Candoles, and 
Rubens, are highly adorned* In the latter 
is an altar-piece, painted by himfelf, in 
which is his own portrait under the figure 
of St. George. Alfo the portrait of his firft 
and fecond wives, executed better than in 
moft of the numerous pieces in which he 
introduced them. Over one of them is a 
flatue of a virgin in white marble, brought 
by Rubens from Italy; it is an exquifite 
piece, but the fculptpr unknown. 

Our Lady, with an accompaniment of 
faints, by Jordaens. 

A ftatue of the Virgin, witk two cherubs . 
weeping, by Van Beveren, finely executed. * 

Two others of St. John and St. Paul, by 
Michael Vervoort ; thefe have great merit. 

In the Peteer's monument, a pifture of 
eternity, by Vervoort; a ftrange idea, but 
difplays the hand of a mafler. 

. The 
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The cathedral of Antwerp is a vafl bmld- 
ing, and full of ornaments of painting, fta- 
tuary, and rich carving. Among other ob- 
je£ls, which attra6led my notice particularly, 
are the following : 

In the Grand Almoner's apartment, the. 
portrait of a burgomaftcr, by Vandyke, an 
excellent piece. 

Two ladies, and a butcher with a broken 
head, finely executed, by Cocberger. Su 
Paul, a tinker, and a monkey, might be clapt 
together v/ith as much propriety: but the 
painters of the Flemifti fchool, Rubens and 
Vandyke, with a very few others excepted, 
are utterly deftitute of a chain of great ideas, 
ever thrown into one piece; you look in vain 
to their works for an a6libn complex in its 
nature, but rendered one by the genius of 
the.iartiii: good .colouring, and a maflerly 
imitation of ftill life, are their great excel- 
lencies; minitte finiftiing is carried by them 
to the higheft perfeftion. 

The miracle of the loaves and fifties, by 
Martin de Vos, is a ftriking piece. . 

Children turning a wine-prefs, a bafs relief, 
by Quillin, admirably performed. 

The fall of the rebellious angels, by Fran- 
cis F lor is. 

The laft flipper, by Otton Van Veen. 

The 
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TKi taking down from the crofi> by 
Rubens ; one of the fin^^ft pieces I haVc 
fderi by this mafter; it is a very tatge pic- 
ture^ with many figures, and all executed in 
the higheft ftile of this painter: it has two 
^fcat folding doors before it| on orie of which 
is reprefented the vifitatit/a, and OA the 
ether the purification of the Virgin • Oft 
the irtfide of one 6f them is painted St,. 
Chriftopher cai^rying Jefus acrofs a rivef; 
ihd on the infide of the othef, a hermit with 
hfs eyes fixed on that Saint. The Wholcf 
i^T^ecUted by Rubens, and have fo much of 
that falnoUs mdftcr's beft manner in therii, 
that they cannot fail of being highly ad- 
inired by all lovers of painting. This pcr- 
,formance was copied in 1704, by OpftaJj a 
Dutch artift, for Marshal de Villcroy. 

The marriage of the Virgin With Jofeph, 
by Van Eyck. 

A very fine landfcapfc, by Momper. 

A nativity, by Martin de Vos. 

*Xh& refurredion, by Rubens, not in his 
beft manner. There are tWo folding doors 
kefwe it, painted by the fame artift; St. 
John on one, and St. Barbe on the other> 
tOiA an ilngel oh the infide of each^ all by the 
iame hand« 

The 
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The day of judgment, by De Backcn 
There is much accuracy in the defign of this 
piftur.e. 

An altar-piece, reprefenting . our Sa- 
viour in the midft of the Doftors, by 
Francis Francken the elder. The faces of 
moft of the Doctors are portraits of many of 
the principal reformers, fuch as Luther* ^ 
Calvin, &c. &c. On one of the folding doors 
is St, Ambrofe baptizing St. Auguftine; on 
the other, the miracle of EHfha; both by the 
fame artift. 

A holy family, with two figures in a 
poflure of adoration, , finely executed by 
Rubens. 

The martyrdom of St- Crifpin and Crif- 
pianus, by Anibrofe Francken ; it- is a good 
piiSture, notwithftanding many faults. 

The marriage at Cana, by Martin de Vos. 
The land of promife, by ditto. 

The.incredulous Thomas a Didymus, by 
Martin de Vos. One of the folding doors 
reprefents the baptifm of our Lord; and the 
other, the decollation of St. John. Thefe 
pieces have Br very fuperior merit. 

The painters drawing the Virgin, hy 
Martin de Vos. Not a bad piece, but infe- 
rior, to that laft mentioned. 

Vol. IL E St. 
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St. Johft preaching in the wildcrncft, by 
Henry Van Balen. The pifturc ha& merit, 
but the figure of St. John is totally wanting 
in dignity. 

The temptation qf St. Anthony. One of 
the folding doors repreients St. Hubert; and 
the other, St. Rock. All by Martin de Vos, 
and equal to any thing I have fqen of that 
artift's performance. 

Chrift's triumphant entry info Jerufalem. 
On one folding door the baptifm of St. Con* 
flantine; on the other, the church of St. Peter 
4t Rome; on one fide St. George on horfe- 
back, on the cither St. Margaret and a dra* 
gon; with three other fmali pieces, all by 
Martin de Vos. 

The defc6nt from the ctofs. On one of 
the folding doors, St. John thrown into t 
caldron of oil; on the other, Hcrodias dan- 
cing, in order to procure the head of St. 
John, by Quintin Matfis, the famous black- 
fmith painter of Antwerp. In the trcJtd>Ie* 
fome times of the city this piece was fold, 
but the magiftrates of the city afterwards 
redeemed it by the advice of Martin dte Vos^ 
for the fum of fifteen hundred florins. There 
is great force of imitation in it in that 
painter's well-known ftile, with a rairlute 
expreflion; but Hcrodias is void of all gtace 

and 
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miti elegance : indeed the difficulty of catch- 
irig the grace of motion, which fcarcely 
gives an attitude^ is fotne excufe fol: the 
execution, though none for the attempt: 
the^ great Italian maftefs underftood theic 
art too wfell to attempt it, for I do not reCoI- 
Icfl an inftance of their giving the reprtfftn- 
tatioh of a perfon dancing. . ' 

The Virgin accompanied by angels, by 
Coirnclius Schut; excellently done in this ftite 
of painting. 

St. Anne, by Michael Coxic. The con- 
du6ltfr tells you that this piece always was 
rhiich efteemed by Riibeiis. 

The nativity^ by Franrcis Floris. One of 
his lall pieces. 

A dead Chrii! leaning on the bbfom of 
his mother. Oh one of the folding doors 
is piSinted the Virgin with an infant Jefus; 
atid on the cfthef, St, John tfcc Evafigelift. 
On the infide of thfe f^me ddors ai*e painted 
our Lordy and the Virg;ift his mother; tht 
whole by RabenSi but not in his fined: 
manner. 

THwe is iiothhig ftrifcilig iii the moM- 
ilieAt of Q^intin* Matfis, Wt it i« &Wiys 
^pstwn to itrangers for the fingulsrity df his 
Mffcfry. Tht ifon' work of the p^mf Ada* 
ttBff liionuinent, which is very curious, was 
E 2 wrought 
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wrought by him, and only with a hammer: 
he executed many fuch works, and it is ob* 
fervable, that be never made ufe of a file in 
the polifhing any piece of any iron work 
whatfoever. 

This cathedral is upon the whole very 
nobly ornamented, and its archite6lure in the 
Gothic ftile is not inferior to any edifice in 
all the Low Countries. It is five hundred 
feet long, and two hundred and forty feet 
broad. The height is three hundred and 
fixty feet, and it is fupported by one hun- 
dred and twenty-five large pillars* It was 
erefted in the thirteenth century. The firft 
ftone of the choir was laid by the Emperor 
Charles V, in the year 1521. In the year 
1 533y all was reduced to afhes by fire, except 
the choir and the tower. The next year it 
was jebuilt in a fuperior ftile. The tower 
is a fine building, light and ftriking. The 
height is four hundred and fixty-fix feet 
high ; it was begun in 1422, and not com- 
pletely finiflied till 15 18. Strangers are 
condufted up to the height of four hundred 
feet, by a ftair-cafe of fix hundred and 
twenty-two fteps. Nothing can well be 
finer than the view exhibited from the top 
of this fine fteeple, not only of a vaft trad of 
country for many miles round, but of fevertd 
, . very 
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Very confiderable cities; fuch as Malines, 
Bruffels, Louvaine, Liere," Ghent, '&c. 
There is a mufical clock which plays chimes 
every hour, half hour, quarter, and half 
quarter, confifting of near eighty bells. The 
largeft bell weighs fix teen thoufand pounds, 
and was ereded in the year 1440. ' 

. In the church of the Capuchins, among 
other pictures, are a crucifixion, by Rubens, 
which is fine. 

St. Francis, by the fame mafter. 

A dead Chrift, greatly done, by Vandyke. 

A defcent from the crofs, by Cocberger. 

In the church of the Recollefts I obferved 
particularly' a crucifixion, by Rubens, very 
well done, with a brilliancy not always 
found in the produdlions of his penciL 
' A crucifix, by the fame matter; very fine. 
* Chrift. (hewing his wounds, and the por- 
traits of burgomafter Rock and his wife, by 
Rubens; a piece that does honour to the 
genius of this great painter. 

A Virgin, with an infant Jefus on hqr lap, 
by Holbein ; very fine. 

A fmall crucifix, by Rubens. 

A defcent from the crofs, by ditto. 

A St. Catharine, by Vandyke. 

St. Francis, by Rubens. There are many 
figures very nobly executed. 

E 3 A large 
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A large defcent from the crofs, by Van^ 
dyke; one of the fiaeft works I remember to 
have feen by that great painter. 

A portrait of Alexander Scaglia, by Van- 
dyke. It is iine» and large as the life. 

The Virgin in her glory, by Rubens. 

We alib find in the church of the Domi- 
nicans, feveral very fi.ne pieces. Apiong 
others, a Chrift threatening to puni^ the 
world, by Rubens; which is fine. 

The altar-piece, executed in marble, by 
Verbruggen, is flriking. The ftatue of St. 
Paul, remarkably beautiful. 

The Virgin diftributing the rofary to the 
world, by Michael Angelo Caravaggio. 

Near it a ftatue of St. Rofa in white 
marble, by Quillin. 

A large pidlure of the nativity, by Rubens. 

St.. Dominic, by Michael Angelo Buoi»o- 
rotti. 

Chrift bearing the crofs, by Vandyke. 

A council,, by Rubens; this piece is incom- 
parably fine. 

Jefus fcourged, by Rubens; admirably 
executed. 

The Jefuit's church is one of the moft 
beautiful edifices tq be feen ip all Flanders; 
the architedure has unfommpn njprit; the 
workmanfliip is very masterly, and it is fuJJ 

of 
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of fine paintings; the finefl: marble^ inter^ 
mixed with jafper> porphyry, and gold; 
nor can any thing be more magnificent 
than the chapel adjoining. Among other 
paintings, the following are particularly 
admired : 

The affumption of the Virgin, by Rubensi 
finely done. 

The holy family, by John Licvens. This 
piece has merit. 

Chfift's appearance after his refureftion, 
and St. John and the Virgin, both by Gerard 
Zcghers. 

The circumcifion, by Cornelius Schlit. 

A holy family, by Zeghers. 

Angels, by Rubens; finely executed. 

A holy family, by Rubens. The defign 
excellent. 

St. Ignatius exorcifing a perfon poffefled, 
by Rubens. The defign and executicm of 
this pi6hxre are equally to be admired. 

St. Xavier raifing a man from the dead. 
This is alfo by Rdbiens, and much admired. 

The eredlion of the crofs, by Zeghers. 
Boldly done in dark mafTes of {hade- 

A holy family, by Carrache. 

Four large ftatues of &L Ignatius, St. 
Francis, St. Xavier, and St. Staniflaus, all by 
Quillin. There is merit in the execution, 

E 7 but 
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but not equal to the other works of this 
artift. 

St. Xavier on his knees before the Virgin, 
by Zeghers. 

In the library is feen a portrait of Rubens, 
dravv^i in pen and ink by himfelf, and exe- 
cuted in the moft inimitable manner ; with 
^ minute expreffion fo mixed with freedom, 
that it is beyond the power of the graver to 
equal it.. ' * 

' A holy family, with many figures, by Van- 
dyke. A very fine pi6lure. 

The portrait of St. Herman Jofeph, by 
the fame hand, and moft admirably exe- 
cuted. 

This apartment is ornamented with 
twenty-feven cieling-pieces, fome of which 
are very well executed; they are by various 
mafters. 

The little head of an angel in marble, 
executed by Quillin, is much admired, **and 
withjuftice. 

The annunciation of the Virgin, by 
Rubens. 

A crucifixion, by Zeghers. 

In the church of the bare-footed Carme- 
lites, the marriage of St. Jofeph with the 
Virgin, by Zeghers, is one of the fineft 
pieces I have feen of that mafter. 

A defcent 
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A dcfcent from the crofs, by Rubens • 
• The Virgin with St. Anne, &c. by ditto; 
which is very fine. 

Chrift appearing to St. Therefa, by the 
fame hand. This piece, they fay, is much 
admired, but I mull own it does not ftrike 
me. 

St. Therefa, by Zeghets. 

In the church of the Grand Carmelites, 
•among, other pieces, are. 

The Virgin and St. Catharine, by Wilie- 
brots, has very great merit* 

A portrait, by Vandyke. 

A dead Chrift, by Rubens. 

The adoration of the Magi, by OttOA Van 
Veen. 

The chapel of the Virgin is remarkably 
beautiful; it is entirely compofcd of whits 
marble, defigned and* executed, by Schee- 
maeckers; it is farrounded withbafs reliefs. 
The altar is all of marble, with various de- 
corations of filver, with a ftatue of the Vir- 
gin in that metal. The door of the chapel 
is very neatly executed, and over it are three 
bronze's of very fine workmanfliip. , 

Chrift's interment, by Abraham Janflcns. 

In the church of the Friars of St. Auguftin 
are, 

A holy 
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A holy family, z very large fAStun, by 
Rubens^ with many figures; i( is cue of his 
finefl pieces. 

St. Auguftin in a tranfport of devf^iQn, 
hy Vandyke. He \s lifting up his eyes ta 
heaven^ where he it fqppofed tp fee Jefns 
Chrift. This their catalogue tells you is th« 
very beft perfornaance of that great painter: 
it certainly has a wonderful xn^nt ; there is 
a ftrength and maj^fty of expr^ffion, with 
an elegance and freedom of defign, that is 
jeldom feen; the colours are chalde a^d 
agreeable, and, in a word, thg whole piece 
ftrikingly fine. 

The naartyrdom of St. ApoUonius, by 
Jordaens. Very ftrongly executed. 

A crucifix, by Vandyke; admii'ahly $ne. 
Upon painting the above-mentionrcd capita 
pifture of St. Auguftin he dejBandpd &x 
hundred florins ^s his price; but the monks 
difputing with him, he infiftcd on his terms, 
but let them have this crxicifix very cheapo 
They could now be fold for thirteen thoufaad 
guineas. Such is the fate of the moil inge<> 
gcnious part of mankind! tbcy can fcarcely 
live by the fale of their produ^ions, but long 
after they are dead and buried, the world 
begins to find out their merit, and values 

' ^ finglc 
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fingle efforts of thpiy genius at ten timers nioy e 
than thwr whqle fortune. 

Ix\ the church of St. Michaers ^bh^y, t>9 
^Uar-pi^e, reprcfeptiqg t^ic a4or^tiori of tb« 
M^^M i? t>y R»b€ws, ap4 exceedingly $ne. 

The portrait of. an abbot, by the fani^ 
matter. 

St- Norberi, by Rubens. 

$t. Nor^rt, by Cprnelius 4e Yos, It is 
done in Vandyke's manner, but i^ot equal fx^ 
the beft of his pieces, a? the cataJogUjC of th^' 
nioi)^s t^U yo)i. 

The hjiftory of the fick man in the gofpel, 
by lErafmus Qiiijlin, Whjit the f^^eir* 
mean by aiTfrting in. their catalogue, ^at 
this pij^we is not inferior to &ny pprform- 
ance of PauJ Veronefe, I cannot conceive; 
lor I have feen many works of tfe^t rp^fter 
ii)i6ftitely ftiFrior. 

Iq the Fort chwch, npfh^pg is- ijapre 
worthy of attention than the monument q/£ 
the Marquis del Pico, one qf the gov^ijnprs 
q( the cit^cl. He if r^pr^fented *s f^d- 
^gnly fta^cting from flefp^ amd in am^^o^np 
at the fight of two Ikeletons ftf^jiding bpfor? 
feiflp. Qvtp his head t\y!0 cherubs weep, one 
J>pWmg a ihid4i mi the other a hefeefe- 
Between them ftands Fame, with th^ vi»P 
ftf rhe Marquis in one hand, and her trum- 
pet 
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|)Ct in the other; the whole decoratv.d with 

a great number of military inlignia. It is 

the work of Schcemaeckers, and is, I think, 

one of his* bell performances. In the^year 

1746^ at the fiege, a bomb damaged it con- 

fiderably, but.it is (irice repaired very well. 

The altar, by the fame artift, is alfoa moft 

magnificent piece- of fculpture. 

» In the church of St. Andrew, among other 

pieces, are, 

- A-guardian angel, by Quillin. 

The laft fupper, by Eyckens the elder. 

Chrift faftencd to the crofs, by Vandyke; 
inferior to his beft manner. 

In the church of St. George: 

A portrait of Velours, by Vandyke. 

A laft fupper, by Martin de Vos. 

The monument of the Van Delfts, by 
Schcemaeckers, is a fine piece of fculpture. 

A portrait of Smellinck, a painter, by 
Vandyke. 

In the church of St. Walburge: 
' A crucifixion, by Rubens. This pifture 
has very .great merit, it Is executed with great 
force and fpirit. 

St. Eloy, and St. Catharine, with two 
others, all belonging to the above crucifixion, 
by Rubens. 

The 
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The Lord's fiippqr, by Martin de Vos. 
This is well executed. 

I may upon the whole remark, that thefe 
churches at Antwerp afford the curious tra- 
veller infinitely more entertainment, than 
thofe of any three other cities in all the 
Netherlands. It is for this reafon that I . 
have been fo particular in my notes ; they arft 
very little known in England, not having 
been vifited by the travellers who have pub-: 
liihed their remarks : and the oftjy account I 
have feen of them, is a little catalogue fold 
at the inns at Antwerp, and by the bookfeU 
itrs there, written in French; but this is no 
more than a catalogue, the author having 
'feldom ventured to make any remarks, and 
thofe that have efcaped him are not always 
juft. 

July 27th, I left Antwerp, and enquiring 
the bcft way of getting to Cologne in Germa- 
ny, which was the rout I intended taking, I 
found the road ran thro' a country in general 
fandy and wafte : the diftance to R wemond,the 
firft place of apy confidcratioh, is eighty 
three miles ; that I fhould meet with no .town 
by the way better than a large vilbge; 
Tournhout, Pojflcl, and Wert, were the only 
ones I (hould fee. I agreed with my land- 
lord at Antwerp for a chaife and faddle* 

hoi:fe 
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hof-fc to Riircihbnd^ and hi engaged thst I 
ihould perform it in two days, I was to pay 
it the rate of fix and twenty fhillings Engli(h 
a day, which I did not think high, as the 
diftanc^ was confiderable. 

I f6und the road bad, and the country very 
dreafy : fo many miles of it Was a deep fand, 
that I doubted veiy fnudh whether mf 
Antwtkrp landlord had given horfes fufficlently 
good for anfwering his engagenient, and mf 
fufpicions proved true : from that city to 
Tournhout is twenty nfiiles, which took trf 
eight hours i I made but a (hot-t flay at a very 
bad inn, and pufhed on for Poftcl, which \i 
twenty miles further. This place^ horwever, 
we could not reach that night, but Wer6 
forced to take up our lodging at a miferable 
cabaret on the road, where I llcpt in a great 
chair, wrapped up in a HuflTaf cloak. It was 
eleven o'clock next day before I got to Pof- 
tel : the country is all but indifferent; fome 
of it is cuhivated, but not by many degrees 
•fb well as the other parts of Flanders, The 
country people were bufy in their harvefV, 
and I obferved were fuch flovens as to carry 
in their wheat crops loofe, like barley and 
oats, and not bound up in (heaves : the crops 
of all forts appeared but indifferent. Much 
of the foil I paffed, would do' as Well for 

flax. 
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fiax, &c. as amy ih the bcft part of Fhn* 
ders^ but they Ctiltivatc none: muchofthis^ 
I fuppcrfe, is 6wing ta a want of that popu-^ 
loufocffs, for the thick towns near the coaft 
bring a roaxket for fuch productions, and 
ihdeed for all others, which thefe wafte tradt* • 
do nm enjoys and it is tfioft certainly of the 
.higheft importance to the agrtcultutc of any 
tfS&t that a Hia*k«t for every thing ftiduld 
be ready ^tA good« The nxanufa^aresaa 
Bfttflfefe, Ghent,, Anttverp^ Mechlin, Lou* 
vaine, &c« enrich all the coimtry around^ 
and induce the farmers to ci^ltivate flax oil 
ibik, which Would fiot othefwife probably be 
cultivated at all. 

From Pcfftel I weftt to Werf^ a little placed 
\mlt tfitjch fiiperioF to the fdrffier. The inft ifi 
fce^t by a ck^n Dtifdi woftiaftj whog*ve mt 
. fome gr^efis^ a fowl^ dnd a difh of eggs, fo 
that I fafedj aU fhittgs c-ohfidered, very 
deceiltly : Jitsre I difcharged rfijf cfiaife and 
horfesi finding, upon enquiry, that I could 
. get poft-horfes to Ruremond fo** rfiyfelf aftd 
iervant, an4 a convcyatrce the next day fot 
the baggagte. Tbi^ faved nvy time, atiA 
enabled me to rei<jh that town at night. 

RurertWrfd is fituated on the Maefe, at itls 
j^nftiot^ Wtfh the Roer, from whence it takes 
it& naiii^4 It is- a large a^^l populous townf, 

and 
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and rich, from oarrying on an advantageous 
commerce on the rivers. The fortifications 
are pretty ftrong, and might be much more 
fo, vi'itli the addition of a few otit-v/orks. 
There is a very rich monaftery of 'Carthu- 
iians here, but they have not any thing much 
worthy of notice -to fiiew, except a chapel 
richly adorned. 

And here, as I take my leave of* the pro- 
vinces, which commonly go under the name 
of Flanders, it will be proper to give a few- 
general remarks, which I made in pailing 
through the country. 

The moft ftriking objed:, which muft 
ftrongly catch the attention of a traveller, is 
the number, greatnefs, and populoufnefs of 
the ckies and towns, and the beauty of many 
of the public buildings. Thefe towns 
abound with trade, manufactures, induftry, 
amufement, and pleafure; and although 
fome of them are vaftly declinjsd from that 
pitch of profperity in which they once 
figured, yet they at prefent form, upon the 
whole, a richer and more confiderable coun- 
try for its lize, than any in Europe, the pro- 
vince of Holland alone excepted; and this 
degree of prefent importance is a remarkable 
initance of a country retaining its confidera- 
tipn, after it has loft tlie principal part of its 
; ,, comnierce; 
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ccJrtimerce; this can be owing only to twa 
citcuiriftahces, which are the happinefs of its 
fituatloh, and the great fertility of its foil. » 

Some writers have remarked, that the bcft 
huibaiidry is ufually found in tlie moft bar- 
ren ahd fterile fpots, and have quoted Swit- 
zerland, where agriculture flouriflies remark- 
ably; biit Flanders is^a ftrong exceptioh to 
thisvriile, which, it muft be confefTed, has 
much of philofophy in it> for this country 
is cultivated in a degree of pferfediion not to 
be found any where elffc, at the fame time 
that the foil is efteemed the richeft and mofl 
fertile in Europe. They have the principal 
effentials of good hufhandry in their prac- 
tice, keeping the land perfe6lly free from 
weeds, and at tlie fame time cropping it per- 
petually* fo that they hardly know what a 
fallow is. 

Another obfervation I have to make is, 
that agriculture has here maintained its em- 
pire for many agesj for we learn from 
hiftory, that thefe provinces were cultivateci 
in a: manner much fuperior to the reft of 
Europe, fo early as their being firft confider- 
able for their woollen manufadCires, which 
is between fix and feV^en hundred years ago, 
ever fince ihz Flander hufbandry has been 
proverHali ' and it is now as famout as when 

Vol. II. F the 
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the reft of Europe was almoft covered with 
marfties and fandy defarts : this great exceU 
lency of their management has flood all the 
attacks of the.violent civil wars in the reign 
of Philip the Second, it being the common 
theatre of moft of the wars in Europe, from 
the Duke of Parma's time, in 1580, &c. to 
1748, which is one of the moft remarkable 
inftances of the ftability of good hulbandry 
that is to be met with in the annals of hif- 
tory. Their trade and manufaftures both 
fled, but the induftry of their peafants never 
failed. 

The fituation of thefe provinces renders 
them, in the views of ambition, a very impor- 
tant obje6l in the politics of Europe. There 
is no other fpot of ground of the fame fize 
that is of equal confequence; a truth amaz- 
ingly exemplified by the variety of fucceffive 
contefts and wars, which have for more than 
two hundred years engaged all the neigh- 
bouring potentates to get pofTeffion of them. 
Had Philip the Second of Spain avoided the 
long wars with the Dutch, which quite 
wafted his ftrength, the entire pofTeffion of 
this territory, more complete than ever it 
has been to any Sovereign fince, would have 
enabled him to become much more for- 
midable to the reft of Europe. It was from 

Flanders 
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Flanders that he princi|)aily exerted his great 
ftrength, as if from the feat of his empire. 
Not only the war with Holland took its 
.direftton from thence, but alfo his expedi- 
tions into France; and a principal part of the 
invincible Armada, indeed the moft impor- 
tant of it, was the Duke of Parma's army 
in Flanders. When Lewis XIV. became 
the principal aftor upon the theatre of Eu- 
rope, he made great exertions to conquer the 
Netherlands i he gained confiderable pro- 
vinces, and had he been able to mafter the 
whole, there can be little doubt but his 
power would have been fo folidly founded, 
that the oppofitiofi of the reft of Europe 
would have been of but little confequence. 
Holland would have been left utterly at his 
mercy, arid become at once dependant on his 
will ; England would have had a whole coaft 
of Dunkirks extending to the very mouth of 
the Thames; and neither fhc, nor any other 
power, would have been able to have made . 
a trad of country, the theatre of war againd 
the coihrnori en^my, that was equally open 
to her arid 'Germany for uniting their arms; 
a point of fuch importance that nothing 
could rhake amends for the want of it. In 
whatever light the acquiiition of thefe pro- 
vinces is viewed with relation to France, 
F 2 while 
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while her power was on the increafe, there 
can be no doubt but they would have ren-» 
dered her too ftrong for all her neighbours. 
The gaining a dominion fo full of people, 
trade, manufactures^ induftry, and cultiva- 
tion, thronged with cities and towns, cut in 
every part by navigable canals, commanding 
a good extent of coaft; this alone would 
have been an obje6t of very great confe- 
quence; but when the peculiar circumftan- 
ces of ftrength and fituation are added, the 
cafe becomes too clear for hefitation. 

As the neighbours of France were for- 
tunate enough to preferve the principal part 
of the provinces from the rapaciouihefs of 
her ambition, they therein fecured thc} liber- 
ties of Europe; and luckily there i^ no other 
rifing power, whofe greatnefs gives reaibn 
to fear her aiming at univerfal monarchy : 
the pofleflion of them in ' the Houfe of 
Auftria can give umbrage to no part of Eu- 
rope, unlefs fo ftridt an alliance was formed 
between her and France, as to force the 
Dutch into a war; and in fucha cajfe Hol- 
land might be in danger. Ths^t republic 
would for ever be fecure in her indep€;ndency, 
whatever ills befell her trade, if thefe pro- 
vinces were added to her dominion by a 
union as complete as that which binds the 

Seven, 
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Seven, she wcaild then, iii all probability, 
have never any thing to dread from the powct 
of France. 

On the other hand, there might b6 a dt)- 
minion formed by an ufifion of the Auftriatt 
Netherlands with the bilhoprics of Liege,^ 
Cologne, &c. and fome other German ter- 
ritories, which, in many exigencies of the 
affairs of Europe, might tend ftrongly to 
preferve peace, by holding a balance between 
the three powers that are moft likely to break 
it, France, Auftria, and Pruflia. 

At any rate, thefe provinces are of fiich 
importance, that the neighbouring powers 
of Europe fhould at all events make it a 
ftanding rule in their politics, not to fuifer 
them, on any account, to fall into the hands 
of France. That kingdom, it is true, is a 
linking power, but no body knows what 
confequences might attend, what renovation 
might follow fuch an acquifition; certainly 
Holland, and all her trade, would be in the 
moft imminent danger ; and if a Prince of 
real abilities mounted the throne of France, 
fully bent upon reftoring the luftre of that 
monarchy; if he became an encourager of 
trade, of manufadures, agriculture, land all 
the ufeful arts, he would, with thefe pro- 
vinces in his hands, carry his people to fuch 

F 3 a height 
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a height of power, that any fucccffor of mo- 
derate parts would find none able to oppofe 
him in feizing Holland, and fecuring the 
poffeffion of it. Of fuch vaft importance 
are thefe Provinces ! 
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CHAP. in. 

Prom K^r^iw«4//<? Cokgne^-'Defcription of that 
City — ^0 Munfter — "The Country — Huf- 
handry — Adventur-ts-^BiJhoprk ofOfnAburgb 
^^Minden'-JTar in Germany — Hanover-^ 
Prefent State of the EleSiorate — Agriculture 
.^Manufa^res^—Revenues^^To Hamburgh 
^^Defcription of that City ^-^ State of its 
T^rade^ &c. 

FROM Ruremond to Cologne the road 
leads firft to Juliers, at the diftancc of 
eighteen miles : it is through a very indiffe- 
rent country, being much of it wafte, and a 
great deal a poor fand. Some of this poor 
foil is however cultivated, for they were . 
mowing feveral fields of buck wheat I paf- 
fed, which feemed to be pretty good crops. 
I ordered my fervant to make fome enquiries 
into the advantages of applying thefe fands 
to the culture of it; and he was told, that 
they were too poor to produce any thing clfe^ 
but of this grain their crops Were fometimes 
^ confiderable. Their method was to take a 

crop 
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crop of buck wheat, and then leave the land 
fallow for a year, but without giving it any 
tillage : the year following, they take ano- 
ther crop on one ploughing, and fo on, but 
I could not underfland that they paid any 
rent for this land; it feemcd wafte, and no 
body prevented the peafants from taking what 
crops they pleafed from it. They applied 
the buck wheat to feeding hogs and horfes, 
and gave the ftraw to thm cows. *But all 
thefe fands, I apprehend, might be much 
improved by fpreading their yellow clays^ 
upon them, of which I faw, in broken places 
on the road, many fpots. 

The town of Juliers is not large, but it is 
neatly built, and contains fevcral good ftrects, 
which are broad and ftrait. :The place is 
well fortified, having a very ftrpng citadel, 
in which are the ruins of an antxOTt palace, 
once the refidcnce of the Dukes of Juliers. 
They have a rich monaftcry of Carthulians 
.in the fubuirbs. At Juliers, and feveral other 
places in the Duchy, there is a very advan- 
tageous manufafture of woollen goods, and 
a ftill more confiderable one of thofe linens, 
called in England Gulic Hollands; thefe 
manufadlures fpread fomething of an in- 
duftry through the country, and nrich it 
much more than it would otherwife be. 

From 
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From Juliers to Cologne is twelve miles, 
through a country rather better than that to 
Juliers : towards the Rhine it improve© 
greatly, and is well fpread with fine mea- 
dows, and other rich tracks. I arrived at 
Cologne the 30th, at night, fixing my quar- 
ters at the City of Anafterdam inn. 

Cologne is a very large and well built city, 
in the form of a crefcent, iituated in a finer 
plain on the banks of the Rhine. There is 
fdme appearance of fortifications ahout it, 
but it is a place of no ftrength, from its 
great extent ; , the walls inclofing much 
ground, that is not built upon, and many 
gardens and vineyards of more* than three 
hundred acres. There are four and t^venty 
gates, and a vaft number of public build- 
ings; they reckon twenty-feven churches, 
thirty thapels, twelve monafteries, twenty- 
two nunneries, and four large hofpitals. 
Thefe public edifices are fo numerous in 
proportion to the city, that moft of it is 
taken up with them. ; Among the beft 
houfes in the town are thofe belonging to ' 
the Chapter, moll of which have handfomc 
gardens and vineyards. The ftreets are 
large and well paved, but there are only two 
fquares or market-places. The cathedral is 
a large building, but unfinifhed, though 

begun 
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b^un £b long ago as 1254; thene is nothing; 
ftriking in it. The Jefiut's church is an 
handfome building; I went to ftt two tno* 
aafteries, and the chapel of a nunnery, which 
I was told were belt worth viewing; but I 
found fo little entertainment thftt I defifled 
from enquiring after aiiy more. 

I propofed croffing Weftphalia in my way 
to Hamburgh, which is a ^urney of near 
two hundred tAilts, but I had fuch a deibrip- 
tion of the roads, and the mi&rabtenefs of 
the inns and accommodations^ that I deter- 
mined to purchafe a chaife at Cologne, and 
lb to depend on the road for nothing but 
horfes and drivers. It was with much 
trouble that 1 found one th^t had the convc- 
niency of carrying plenty of baggage; at 
lejift I bought one with a large boot before, 
and a ftill more ample one behind : I pur- 
chafed likewife fome iheets, a mattrafs, and 
piBows, with a very large coverlid that 
would go all over the bedding when made. 

Auguft the ift, I fent my chaife acroft 
the Rhine, on its way to Duffeldorp, deter- 
mining myfclf to go by the river, as much 
the more agreeable way* J took my paflagc 
in a large boat which plies upon the Rhine; 
the voyage is extren>ely agreeable, for where- 
ever the banks are high, which is the cafe in- 
many 
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Haany plaices, they are generally planted 
with vines, which has a m^hty pretty tSkSt^ 
and the woods, intermixed with corn- fields, 
have a fine appearance. It was a good day's 
journey to reach Duffeldorp. That town i« 
a pretty place from the neatnefs of th^ btxad* 
iiigsi, and being weil paved« The fbftifica^ 
tions ?ire of no great account; but there 13 * 
well built citadel which commands tiie 
Rhine, The Jefuitfs college is a hand^S^e 
edifice. In the palace is the gallecyt ;i<rhiclii 
was once filled with the famouf collerdtton of ^ 
paintings^ I was greatly concerned tp fiind 
that they were removed^ as I expe6lcd jmuch 
pleafure froni feeing them. 

Havhig entertained myfelf with waikii^ 
about the place, I again took boat dse (ibcoaidt 
for Duyib^urgh, and which Ididnottcack 
tiil late in the afternoon; the vc^age was ex- » 
tremely pleafant,.the views. pi^iarefijae, axsui 
the co^try in general very fine and rich; 
the cattle they feed in the meadows -om the 
Rhine are the large Dutch fort, and they 
feem to have a great plenty of them* Some 
of thefe meadows arc lett at very high prices, 
but moft of them are farmed by the owners 
by mea^iB of ftewards and bailiffs, Duyf- 
burgh i^ but a ppor iniigoificant place, with 

nothing 
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nothing worthy of attention. I walked t(^ 
fee an old caftle near it, but it is in ruins. 

From Duyfburgh to Munftcr the diftance 
is about fixty- eight miles; and I found by 
the enquiries I made, that the principal part 
of it was over barren heaths and waftes^ 
that there were fcarcely any towns, unlefs I 
turned much out of my way, and but a few 
villages, with wretched accommodations: 
however, as I had an inclination to crofs 
Weftphalia, I determined to encounter this 
dreary journey. I fet out in my chaifc the 
3d of Auguft, having loaded it with fome 
loaves, cold fowls, ham, beef, and half a 
4ozen bottles of good wine. This precau- 
tion they alTured mc -at Duyfburgh was 
very neceflary, for a flice of bacon, and a 
piece of black barley bread, was the moft I 
could expeft at any of the hedge ale-houfes I 
ihould meet with. 

For fome miles from Duyfburgh the 
country is tolerably fertile and pleafant; but 
as you advance northwards it grows ' worfe, 
aod the foil poorer : about twenty miles dif- 
tance I paffed through a territory, where 
the hulbandry furprized me from being fo 
much better than in the country I had paffed; 
the foil is fandy and not rich, but the inha- 
Wtants cultivate it with fome degree of atten- 
tion; 
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tion; the fields are inclofed regularly: with 
;ieat and ftrong hedges of horn beam, and 
jappear to he pretty well cultivated; I oh- 
ferved feveral entirely cropped with pota- 
toes ; this root they plant with great, fuccefe 
on fandy grounds, and ufe it for fattening 
their hogs. I made many, enquiries among 
the peafants, concerning their methods of 
managing their hogs, from knowing the ex- 
cellence of their hams and bacon; and I 
Found, that their princip^ food was what 
they ,got wild in the woods, where many 
chefnuts grow, and to which, I fupppfe, the 
flelh is indebted for its fine flavour, 

I flopped at night at a houfe here called 
an inn, but which was in reality a fraall 
farm houfe, ftanding finely in the fields, 
with only a few fcattered inclofures about 
it« I arrived at this manfion in the after- 
noon about five o'clock, and. immediately 
took a furvey of the premifes : what I had 
taken for a houfe, I found to be no more 
than a large barn, which ferved for parlour,, 
kitchen, bed-chamber, ftable, . cow-houfe, 
and hog-ftye: a man very readily came out, 
and unharneffing thehorfes, conduded them 
to a rack and manger; but as to myfelf, no 
body took the leaft notice of me : I ordered 
my fervant to find out fome detached build- 
ing 
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ing Of room to make my bed in, and, if it 
was to be hac(, another to eat in; he went to 
the landlord of the inn, who was bufy in the 
field, and prefently came back to let me 
know, that I muft do as other travellers did 
at his inn, or 1 mriight, if I pleafcd, go feck 
a better: this anfwer let me fully into out 
kildlord's chara6ler, and convinced me that 
I itiuft make a virtue of neccflity, and fubmit 
to do as other travellers did. I found, 
however, that my rcqueft had been an uit- 
reafonable one, for the barn was the only 
apartment in the pofTeffion of the family. 

We then fixed upon a part of it the leaft 
oflTcnfive from unfavooiry fmells, and fprea*- 
ing a napkin upon the ground, began ttt 
devour a part of the provifions I had brought 
from Ehiylburgh; one table, which waS the 
ground, ferved both maftef ^iXid man, and 
that ferved us alfo for chairs, for no othcre 
Were to be found at this Weftphaliari innr 
a hearty repaft, after ainioft a day's hunger, 
had its charms, though taken in (o homely 
a manner: we difpatched a couple of fowls, 
a piece of beef, and fomc flices of ham, and 
were emptying a bottle of Rhenifh when the 
landlord came up^ and with an appearance' 
ef forae civility, addreffing himfelf to me, 

feid. 
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fajd, Jis I iiridefftood by my fervanf/Who was 
my interpreter: 

Much good may do yoy, SirV'yoi) have 
taken care to lay m good ftore for- your 
journey. 

Why,. yes; it feems^pte rather ncce{& 
in tjiis country* \/ 

Odds my life, .Si<, we fiave fome nice 
dried' tongues, arid t ctfiitd give you a i^g*. 
gon of as good brandy as atiy.ip MV"^.^^r' 

'flunking it wouH l)e^ prefer tfo* |aY put 
fbnjie money with himfdrVnjjjdtelt as wejl as 
for my horfes, X ddTu-^ctlie. wpuld^ let mf 
tafte one of his drfed tongues, and hieing u$ 
j(bme braiidy ; and if he w^uld afl^ft us in 
diipatcjliing both^ I ihauld beobfiged to him. 
The C^erman took the hint r he brought five 
im^r tongues^ and a piece of hung beef> all 
cxe^llextt, fo that I vf2LS injducfd. io cat » 
fecodOjloQi^pfe ^ }\i$ brandy hf drank iiiinielfv 
a$ if itJbdd b«en bfitfm^lbeer, ^nd he was 
npt}iQijg4ncl^i^.the ^j^ble of thp tongues. 
1 took (this opj^prfunUy to enquir;e lAto their 
hulbapdryi and afeing.hjra many queftion^;- 
be anfwered ipe biit coldly at firft, bmt grow- 
ing iptp bptHr humopt,, asi he fwigg'd the 
branny^, t^ was more communicative, and 
gave a« the^ following accounts : I am not 
fi^j;|aer enough myfelf to difcrkninate in his 

Vol.. II. G particulars. 
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particularst but «auft take all on the Taine 
authority. 

The lands throughout thefe parts are in 
general cultivated by peafants, who are in a 
flatc- of villainage; butfbme of them are Ictt 
in the manner of our faf ms in England, and 
thefe are much better managed than the. 
others; but it is only of late years that this 
has been done, though from the fuccefs, and 
the land yielding the owner a greater profit, 
it is fuppofed that a greater freedom will be 
diffufed among thepeafantsr. The foil is in 
general ^dy, but it is not, a barren *fand, 
tor few trjds are fo bad but what will yi?ld 
fome advantages when managed with any, 
care. The plants they cultivate principally 
are rye, oats, buck wheat> a little barley,; 
potatoes, fome turnips, and, of late years, a 
plant between a turnip *nd a cabbage; biit 
they have no wheat: they depend much oh 
their cattle for the profit of their hufbandry: 
their meadows, except on the banks' of 
brooks and rivers, are very indifferent; but 
they feed their flocks on waftes, having 
herdfmen to take care of them; they gene- 
rally houfe them every night : the barn, in 
which the family and cattle refide, is J^irge 
enough to hold all the ftock. They have 
very few horfes among them, all their work 

being 
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being :pcrfprmed by oxen or cows^ *for tlxey 
find noincpnvenience ill working the .ilatter^ 
They arc troubled very much in winter to 
find provifioris for their cattle) their ftraw 
is all eaten, and they feed them alfo vvitK the 
tender branches of ffeve^al forts of treesj 
their turnip leaves and.cahbage leaves they 
pluck fcveral times, and boil them in alarg« 
copper until the liquor is akind of hodge-podge, 
and this they give their oxen and cows warm, 
and find that this method of giving it makes 
the materials -go much farther; they alfo 
think it Highly neceffary to giv? cows fome 
warm food every day in winter 5 their pota*. 
toes they ufe chiefly for their hogs. I made 
enquiries concerning the fattening them, and 
found that they are made fat chiefly by run- 
ning in the woods, where they find pleaty of 
chefnutsj bpt in tradts where thefe woods; 
are not within a farmer's right they pro- 
cure chfefnuts^ and give them in flies:, in the 
laft ftage ^^f, their fattening, which is after 
their raiige al^road in the woods is over, they 
give them potatoes^ baked* I exprefied mnchr 
furprize at this intelligence, but it was re- 
peated fever^l times, a^id very fericmfly^r 
Thcyjiaye lar^e ovens for baking potatoes j.^ 
and they find,^ that thus prepared, they are 
|he uibft fattening pf all food, and that the 

G 2 flavour 
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flavour o( their bacon is owing not to tim 
chefntits^ but to the baked potatoes; what 
truth, or rather what propriety, there is in 
this practice I am totally unable to afcer-* 
tain, it is a point that mufl be referred, to 
the connoifleurs in hog-fatteningi but I 
inuch queftion whether the farmers in Eng- 
land will ever give credit enough to this- 
Account to try it in their pradice. They 
think it equally neceflkry to give hogs theif 
food warm in winter as cows- 
Buck wheat they think the moft pr(^tabl& 
grain they can fow on their fandy lands; 
they ufe it principally for their own eating, 
making bread, puddings, and pancakes of it^ 
and with the ftraw they putly feed theuT 
oxen in winter. 

I before remarked, that the bam ferved' 
for every ufe of cattle, as well as the family : 
they are univerfally attentive to houfe all 
throughout the winter, and they fupply them 
with'littier in as great abundance as they are 
able, either with ftraw, heath, fe-n, or other 
ftufF; and their dung, as cleaned away, i», 
formed into a great heap near the bam-, 
which they add to by all the family drnhg 
their neccffities upon it, and which they 
would on no account omit, being very fen- 

fiblef 
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fible how much they acid to die virtues 
of it. 

It was with Ibme difficulty that I could 
find a ^ot in the bafn oti which I could 
fubmit to ^read my bed: my mail raifeda 
floor of fern upon t^e groundi and laid on 
that a layer of ftraw, and*then,njy balding ; 
I had on on^ fide of nie feverl oxen rdnged 
to their racks and niangers, the neareft of 
whom was within three feet of me» 9ixd T 
tvas tm£ a litide diftui^ed with the idi^ of 
his breakiqg: or ftftppiQg his halter^ and fa-^ 
voufing me with his company in the i^ight^ 
to tht diflocatioti of all my bones ; ihy neighs 
hour, on the other fide, W9s a coW, and neaf 
Jier a large fow with a litter of pigs, whofe 
grunting ferved infteid of foft mufic to lull 
xnetofieep* This lodging aihong the cattli 
I much pfefeired to the other end of thi 
tarn, where the ,famijy> <he jic^-boy^ and 
vmi$ stnd another- ti:avellef reppfed th^m- 
fflvesi jrsQpaiid womert # tpgetlh«r: - a&J 
:wa8 forest .10 have tympany,' I chofe thow! 
anim^ls: wljiicb I w^s^ fur« ^^jfe clb*i>«^> ^ndl 
would fend forth the: f^wbft uhf^Voury 
fmelljs, Mttfi it wt« "I j^jjp&d *^fk\{ for 
^€p^ mi.My^fS^oi^^ {^r\fi^^A to Mor- 
|)fe/ei|s %h^^ I, expe^tfdf: in odhie^r wQfdSt i 

; ; • 9 I ^ without 
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without dneaming either of cows, oxen, ot 
fwine; but, as if I was deftined to have the 
Wc%Ualian barn prove as Fertile of adven- 
tures as any of Don Quixote's inns, I was in 
the middle of the night Suddenly awaked 
with a great weight dropping at once upon 
me. I immediately fuppofed it was nothing 
lefs than my friend the ox, and direftly be- 
laboured his bones with a large cane: a 
voice, not Icfs fonorous than that of an ox, 
roar'd out in High Dutch as if the devil had 
juft caught him; the whole barn was pre- 
fently in confufion, oxen and cows bellow- 
ing, the fows grunting, the horfes neighing, 
the pigs fqucaking, the women fqualling, 
and the landlord curling; nor was our theatre 
of difeord quiet till the cafe was explained 
by the wounded traveller,, who viewing the 
barn, thought my bed the jnoft promifin^ 
part to take his reft upon. 

After this adventure we once -more ap- 
plied to fleep, which met with no more dif- 
turbance ; and by five o'clock in the morn*- 
ing, my chaife, &c. being ready, I be^t a 
march from this very delectable inn* pur- 
fuing my journey towards Murifter;' 

The country was -for maiiy riiiles A v^afte, 
wild track, generally a heath, 6r ftraggling 
woods; in one jfetft wc traveled, t believe, 

: -' ten 
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ten or eleven Engiifh miles without ftcing a 
fingle houfe. About noon I ftopped to reft 
the horfes, and refrefli ourfelvjs on the batiks 
of a pretty ftream, which I thought far pre- 
ferable to taking refuge in another country 
inn: the place where I dined was not want- 
ing in rural beauties; the river was feeii 
winding through a fmall plain for about a 
mile; the foil tolerable meadow/ with fome 
verdure; from the flat ^I'ound fome gei)tlc 
hills rofe in a various manner, whofe tops 
were prettily tufted with trees;' it was 9 
charming day, which made this little pro- 
fpea appear quite enchanting, after the 
dreary wafte we had juft palled. Here I got 
a moft refrefhing dinrter, and rcfling^ the 
horfes an hour and half, fet forwards again 
for Munfter, and arrived there late at nighty 
on the 4th. It is a miferable place,, though 
the capital of the bifliopric. It is largd and 
populous, but a veiy ugly, ill built, and 
dirty town. 

Here I took frefh horfes, and fet forward 
again next morning, after a walk through 
the city, for Tecklenburgh ; the diftance 
twenty three miles. The firft part of this 
joiitney is pleafant enough, for Miinfter is 
fituated in a large plaie, which is the richeft 
and heft cultivated part of th^ whale 
G 4 bifbopric; 



biihopric;, b«t the Mtterptrt of the journey 
U ^hrou^h. a cpmtiy almoft waft^ though 
with fojpfie ciJti?a*e4 twcksj md t-he pea^- 
f^p |epq> to be iix a very njifcraWe ftate. 
Tecklepbur^h is but a very ujfi^nificaiK 
place, without pme .obje6t worth feeii)§; 
there is an old caftlc, which thpy t^k of as 
once a famous fortification, but it is a ©lace 
pf IK) ftren^th, I jn,et with fo ro'i/ef^hle an 
\nn here, tfl^t J ha^^y ©wn bed made on the 
^oof ofuiyrfipxn, ^n4 for prpvifiops fjasecl 
ycry hadlyj bH,t I. wpjil4 not tQ\*ch my tra^ 
yg|ijih|j j^rq, as we &wi4'it would he w^nt- 
jn^ the, fticxt dajr, thpwgh J had'added pretty 
ponfidfr«{)ly t9-.it atJ\t»Rftert 
. fu>j^ TcckJienbjwgh . tp Oinabufgh is 
about tavelye i»ilesi • we eountry rather im'. 
proves. The biftfoprip of OihabBi^h is in 
general a pretty gppfl W far better cqlti-. 
vated th«n 910ft parf of that of Munfter, 
Through p^ of it, before J came to the 
capital) I remarked that the enclofures were 
very weU made with-hprn^beam het^cs,- fe^ 
in qnkicupx order, and neatly kept, the 
peafaiu;s fsemed to have confiderable herds 
of cattle,, and partiatjlarly hogs. The ^tu* 
ation of Qfn^up^fifl the river Ofe is plea- 
ifant, and aroijod it i? a very fertile plain, 
.5FhP ftrfflip ii|^e9fj?al a|e not M?ry handfome 
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or regular, bi^t they JwyeXbcoc vci^. g<»d 
building,, Jt is fw>Ous iof its tre^d gn4 
beer, beiji^ the bejft in all Weftpljali^^i; .*od J 
^UD^y thjeir beer is toleris^ble, and tji^i;' Jbrgad 
flaiddliog, feut neither of them comparable 
to wh^ is met with iu every eounty <)f Eug- 
lawd. The palace is a melanpholy and dif- 
Rgreeable place, fropi its heiflg fortified ^n 
^ caftle ftile. 

From Qfnaburgh I took the road to Min- 
den; the diftance is near forty milej^ and 
which took me a day aiad part of the ;^%ht 
to travel: the country .15 mi*ch fup^rior jt^ 
^unfter, the foil fertile, and tolerably .culti- 
vated; yaft fields of corn are fptread Aver it to 
the JSoudi, which in fom€ places wo«ld njakc 
^; very fine appearance before h^rveft, but 
the. ftubbles pointed them out to me- 
Tlw'oughout raoft of, this count;ry thepoC- 
fcffops.p/ the Iqnds are npoblcs-or ecclefjaftics, 
whp faroi them themfqlvcs^ -under the care 
of bailiffs; die peafe^ts 4are generally in a 
Aat^ of . villainage ; th^y find teams for 
ploughing .and carting on th?ir Jupt4'9 land, 
and do hkn much workhefidessf in: if«$Hrfl 
fer wh«ph they, are allowed cott^s^. y^AfJU 
fmilU'palwl? of land,, of whickt^i^y.casJIQ^ 
lamke^ncitf Ae value,, frdpn the hard Jfeyi^Bs 
they. are bottiaid to perform; Ipiifed'feYfflsl 

villages 
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«t ]d)eiaineliime«bat the mat was trw^rred 
inU)jthe«ncoBj'«cG{U|it)Ff a pcn^tof Q^^Qigbt 
j^nj»prUBfie, aod iMie wUck is «yer<ht^il|'«ft 
l^eaas of dUab)^. any country, l^veiy ^* 
gament of wd|^^wa$ ags^i^ the German 
war i none but wcsdc or &lfe ones for it. 
The idea of our conqnefts, in otbo: {Mffts of 
the world, being n^uk in cWeqjaenc^ of the 
^verAoa in Germany, is fully ^fwfced by 
iuppoiing the iamediverfion in thfS provisoes 
fof Fi^ce. There c^ be t|o djM^t hv$ 

jCooqi^fitHi Ameiica,and^^aft>fl9(A ^ 
|>ower» iQUft b^ owing to a degfipe .of ^eir 
y^ea^ae& in thofe plju^e^i ^d that ^wenkn^ft 
may be i^«da}ly ottring to a coiUjaiiung 
^xp^il^M^.^Yfr/fipn ejli^where. i]|Mt]vbydi« 
we imalce it m^ Gfcmaity. under every dtCad? 
vanta^^ The divei^on confiiUta^div (Otri 
pendit^reof ^ or kfKti ouiUoilii aanuaUyk 
in tbe vmtOmfifmt «f a gieat.ai»^;i! bfiit i|t 
matters 90it the I(»ft wJnsthcr it he.oa^e 
Rhin(}> ti^ iUiQpe, or th^ $jMi>e» .if w»l9<4 
no farthfr than the mere qwat^er oi^^^mpfmi 
but it i» ofiQ&iite oonicqueacer^utt.lbfi! 
fum be expended where it will amlb t^ 
greateft effeAs, and that moft affuifi^y fi^ 
be in the enemy's couatry. If it ^ fyi^ 
^at the fea is a bad country to setiM^^ m 
cafe of iU foortiuic* itmaybercidiedtlbfltfii; 

WW 



was lifii fea riiat the I>al:e of Curiibctlkm! 
\(ra$ driven to at Hafteribedk j and it t\^as tire 
fea tflat Dtike Pcrditaand would Iravt been 
driven to; fead 18 fti«ef^ attended hitt; utt-» 
Ms he bad fallen backohthc^King of Pfrtkffia^ 
and therein couttterafted- Ac only pretendetf 
pwrpofe of Ac wat^. B^i the argixhent fe 
Mft» hothing* €ottUl te be^r toreCiit? to 
1§iah port* 6n 1^ ChiQiilet, which I^poUM; is 
^aib (^ ilich a war^ Befflrodft t^rtitinty read/ 
tO' rmdm dtif part of the army in* ea£t ^ 
iMcdi. Cherlmrgh, Ditppe, JHDav^c^ 8t. 
Mdoss^ ficc; &c« not one of whi<^ could 
Aold out half an. hour againftfeventy thou* 
icmd mens, hut which would make moft 
fesuffi quanio^ (ot fmii^tfaoufarid to retreat 
to^ vfhi^ at vidorioua fleet rodc^ Up6n the. 
coaftfc H«d; Ac hft war b«encawitjd om 
upon fudi priaoiplcsi. we fhould have founds 
the FTenbhiti no cohditton ta fend armies to: 
(S^many: abattlcof MindenmNxn-mandyf 
if I. may be allowed, the Iricifm, wouldi 
have ptcfvtdA Mttle more fatal to the Frendr 
than ih W^dphalia. 

If itis faid> that the event of the hft war 
was as glorious a& could be wilhed, a^d that 
it is invidious to complain of, or regret the 
conduft- of any part of it ; I reply, that the 
Germao patt-pf it was highly inglorious, aiid' 

very 
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in an the country; nocaftle, the refidencc of 
feme old Baroni no country feat of a private 
gentleman: iaaword, nothing but mife- 
rablc villages, or fcattcred cottages^, the refi- 
dtence of poverty. What a contraft is this 
fotrftyeffing in JEi^land, or even in Holland. 
In our (yountje?, even ra the moft diftant 
parts of the kihgdoin, we lee feats of all 
raiiks and degrees thickly ftrewed over the 
parilhes, with ^ ftroBg Appearance of com- 
iprtahrcnefs an^^ cafe among th^ gentlemen 
tY^n of very mod/?ratc fortuoe&i. owr clergy 
top are J^read oyer, the wh^le kifigdoni^ in- 
fieado£beii3|^.a3iQpedup in ^^hedralSr.mo- 
naft^rics, and^townf]: thiB.4i^^''<^'<^f the 
]»gid^ and higW. jcankfi^^. as yf^)\ as q(: the 
lowdl, is ia&atel^.. aiivM)t^g^u§ to the* 
l^ingdom. > : 

Hanaver is ther. capital not only of the. 
t)udiy of that jwroe, but alfo of all the 
Ipng's^ German dominions; it i^ fituated in 
i plain more fruitful than uxoft tjiat I have 
paffed tatcly, and is a tolerably pleafant coon- 
try. There is a wall, a ditch* «id ^ few 
other fortifications round it, but fhey are 
obje<a;s>ather of poljcy than ftrength- Part 
of the town, which they call the old city^ U 
iltuated on one fide of the little fiver Leilia, 
and is very poorly built T tlie ftreets are 

crooked^ 



fcrooked, and not well paved ; nor have they 
any buildings which make amends for 
th^fe defe6ls : but the new cityj on the other 
fide of the river> is much handfomer, being 
tolerably well built> and poffeffes feveral 
ftruftui'es that ornament it greatly. The 
churches are not remarkable for their ftruc- 
ture, but' the infides are well decorated with 
marbk, and contain fome paintii>gs by the 
Flcmiih mafters, which are in their ftile 
fine, though not equal to what I have men- 
tioned af Antwerp. The opera houfe is a 
bandfome edifice, and holds a great number 
of fpe6]tators j but it is fcarcely ever fulU 
nor have operas been performed \a it for 
fome time. The ekftor^s palace is an old 
caftle, bat not in the town ^ it is near it i 
it is an irregular building, without any 
beauties of architedlure ; it is j however, a 
building of confiderable fiifce, , has feveral 
courts, and contains a vaft deal of room. 
In one of the a:partments are a great num* 
ber of portraits of the Ducal family, fome of 
which are admirably executed, four of them 
have been Emperors. The library is a large 
apartment, well filled with many Icarce 
boofes> and the colle6tion of manuscripts is 
a valuable one. But what is much finer 
than the palage are the ftables, which in- 
. Vol.. JL ^ H' ' finitely • 
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finitely exceed thofc which hig Majefty hn 
at any of his palaces in England; and though 
he is never there, yet they are kept well 
filled : the fame obfervation is to be made 
refpefting the apartments in the palace, for 
there is a compleat court kept up, with 
dl the great oflices bf ftate and perfon, with 
attendants) guards^ &c. which makes Hano- 
ver much more lively and agreeable than it 
Would otherwife be^ and occafions more 
diverfions than would be found under dif- 
ferent cifcumftances : there is a theatre for 
French comedians^ on which a company 
from Paris, containing feverai good perform* 
ers, regularly exhibit: balls and concerts 
are not uncommon, and affemblies very nu- 
merDUs> in which is much deep play. 
. I had ah invitation to the public table^ 
' kept at the King's expence, frpm the Great 
Chamberlain; this is the cuftom of the prin-^ 
cipal courts in Germany, and is indeed imi- 
tated at many of the inferior ones : the 
converfation is general and polite, and the 
ftate of a Court, inmoft particulars, kept 
up with regularity and decency, and in fome 
inftances with magnificerice. 

Herenhaufen lies hear ^ this city; it is fa- 
mous only for a fmall hunting palace, with 
very magnificent gardens, in which the wa* 

terworks 
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wrHvorks are particularly admired : but thefd 
gardens,' like all others I have feen on the 
continent, are in the old tafte, of ftrait lines 
and compafs worki water hedges, lawns^ 
iValks, every thing regularly fatiguing ; the 
jet-d'eau isi in its kind, fine; but the' man 
who has been in England, and can admire 
a jet-d'eau, muft have a miferable tafte in-* 
deed: tiothihg in thfefe gardens, which 
are fitiiated on a fandy flat, will be admired^ 
or even endured by thofe who have viewed 
the mafteNpieces in this art, which are noW 
to be feen in England 4 
' Thfe L3th' of Auguft I left Hdnover^ 
taking the road to Zell, at the diftance of 
ibout thirty miles^ which was a day's jour- 
neyi After travelling a few miles from Ha- 
nover, 1 paffed through fcarcely any thing 
but a fandy wafte; here and there are fpots 
of cultivation, fufficient to fliew that the 
foil is highly capable of yielding very bene- 
ficial produfts, had it inhabitants for per- 
forming the neceffary work; but the appear- 
ance of inoft of it is perfe6lly melancholy, 
and the inhabitants have a favage look and 
manner j which I did not find even in the 
deferts ofWeftphalia. The inn at Zell was 
£0 indifferent, that I Was forced to make ' 
tafepf my portable bed, which made it mora 

H a . bearabk 
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bearable than I fliould otherwife have found 
it. Thefign is the Ele6loral Arms, 

The 14th I entered on the road, if it 
may be fo called, to Hamburgh; the dif- 
tance is hear fixty miles, and the whole way 
nothing to be found but flight villages^ in 
the midft of one continued foreft, defart, 
or mar(h: this was the de&ription my 
landlord at Zell gave me ; and I took the 
pretaution of laying in a good ftore of cold 
provifions and wine/ as I found that bacon 
and black bread were all I had to expeft 
on the road. I went the firft day to Wer- 
zendorf, a paltry village, at near the dif- 
tance of forty miles, through a country, 
as wild as if it belonged to nobody, but 
much of it feemcd highly capable of cul- 
tivation ;^ the foil rich and deep, and yet 
left defolate. At that village, I flept in iny 
chaife. The next day's rout to Harburgh, 
which was between thirty^ and forty miles 
further, the country rather improved. I 
went through much foreft, but alfo pafled 
fome cultivated country, in which the in- 
habitants appeared much eafier and hap- 
pier in their circumftances : I remarked in 
feveral fields, that they cultivated a plant 
much refembling a cabbage in the leaves, 
but with a root like a turnip; they plant 

thena 
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tKem for their cattle, as it is hardy, and will 
ftand their winter, which is very fevere: 
thinking it might be of benefit to England, 
where I have heard complaints of turnips 
rotting, 1 bought a pound of the feed. 
They have it in plenty. 

Harburgh is a fe^a port on the Elbe, di- " 
redly oppofite to Hamburgh, and with 
which a little good management might 
make it a rival; but the trade carried on here 
at prefent is but inconffderable : their har- 
bour is as good for Ihips, and the Elbe 
opeijs all the interior part of Germany to 
them, as well as to that city : but liberty, 
iand flocks already in trade, overbalance 
all other advantages, Harburgh is in the 
Electorate, where the government is abfo- 
lute, and her merchants have not an hun- 
dredth part of thfe ftock in trade of thofe 
at Hamburgh. 

The ^ 1 6th I paffed the river to that city; 
btit before I enter on a defcription of it, I 
muft make a few remarks on the prefent 
(late of the Eledtorate of Hanover. 

During . my journey through it I had 
been particular in my enquiries concerning 
the damage which the French had comraitr. 
ted in the lafl: war, after they had conquered 
it, J received different accounts j ibme af- 

H 3 fur.ng 
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furing me, that they had almoft ruined it ] 
and others, on the contrary, iniifting, that 
the mifchiefs of all kinds, which they occar 
iioned, had been repaired in one year after 
the peace : the latter intelligence I found tp 
bencarcft the truth i and feveral perfons af- 
fured me, th^t the Eleftorate, upon the 
whole, gained more by fqpplying Dqke Fer^ 
dinand*s army, after the convention of Clofr 
terfeven was broken, than they had loft by 
the French before. I obfcrved very fev/ 
buildings in ruin, but many that had been 
yebuilt and repaired fince the peace; nor 
were there, in the parts of the country 
through which I trjavelled, any figns of an 
enemy haying been in it; and yet J pafle^ 
vhere thp hptteft yvork had been. 

Reg^ding the prefent ftatc of the Elefto- 
rate, it is tQ be ponfidercd under the heads 
of agriculture, manufaftures. Commerce 
and revenue ; all whi§h in^pqrtant divifions 
are to be difpatched in a page or Xvfo. The 
inhabitants poflcfs piaqy tra<3:s of fertile 
land, and fuch as \5r0uld epricb any people 
that applied with underftanding and induf- 
try to its culture ; but they are greatly de- 
ficient in both. The laws and cuftoms 
pf the country are much againft it : in 
ijioft parts the lands are cultivated by 
the pcafants, not for themfelves^ but 
' ' 'for 
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for the nobility, being in a ftate of villain- 
age. But jf they would try the experiment 
of letting lands on long leafes to farmers, 
as in England, and cxpedt no work or re-» 
turn but rent alone, paid in money, leav-. 
ing it to the farmer to. cultivate his farm in 
the minncr he liked beft, they would foon 
fee the advantages ; indqftry would then (hew 
itfelf. As to underftanding and knowledge 
in the bufinefs, it would be eafy for thfe King 
to eftablifh one farm, cultivated in, the En-» 
glifli way, in each diftridt in his dominions, 
as a pattern for others to imitate. 

There are not many manufadlures in 
the Eleftorate that are of any confe- 
qiience ; they have a few fabrics of linen, 
and fome of coarfe woollen cloths ; the li- 
tuation of the country is not unfavourable, 
and it has feveral good ports for exporta- 
tion and importation, which would allow 
it an aftive commerce, if proper encourage- 
ment was given; and would confequcntly 
carry off many manufactures, or at leaft 
animate them to fupply themfelvos : there 
is a fort of a council of trade, but its opc^* 
rations are very languid. The revenues of 
the Ele6lorate, before the laft wao were 
reckoned at feven hundred thoufand po.un,ds 
.g yeaf ; but while the 'war lafled they de- 

H 4 . (jlincd 
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clincd much, and for fome time they were 
in the hands gf the French ; fince that period 
they have been rifing very quick, and arc 
now faid to be equal tp what they were be- 
fore the war ; this is a very confiderable in-j 
come, but out of it twenty thoufand troops 
{ire paid. 

The general aggregate of thcj interefts of 
the Eleftorate might be greatly advanced^ 
if agriculture met with encouragement 
enough to produce an improvement of the 
wafie lands, if fabrics were ellablifhed in 
the tQwns, and if commerce was fixed in 
the ports ; I do not mean a flourifliing ex- 
tended commerce, hut an eftablifliment of 
an infantine ope, fuch as, would increafe of 
itfelf, and draw from foreigners that profit 
which they, at prefent, make by exporting 
and importing for the Hanoverians. This 
policy, in thefe circumftances, would na- 
turally raife the revenues; but before a 
great income can be drawn from a people, 
the people mmft be eilriched, and nothing 
can enrich any nation but agriculture, ma- 
* |iufa6tures, or commerce: mines might be 
added, but their wealth is more for enrich- 
ing certain individuals, than Iprcading a ge- 
neral wealth through the ftate. 

While 
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"While there arc fiich numerous tra^b of 
of wafte land, the fe-ft obje<a ought to be 
tfaelr firft improvement. This, I believe, 
will, in all CQuatries, hold good, even to 
. 9. maxim : if fifty thdufand pounds are ready 
to "be expended in the national encourage- 
ment, of fomethlng, it will yield more ge- 
neral profit to a people, to employ it on 
thofc w«ftcs, rather than on any other ob- 
jcfti for the foil- fhbuld- always be fully cul- 
tivated, befqrc the attention of the Prince 
is drawn to the encouragement of other 
objeaa. There are two circumftances 
which are favourable to the improvement of 
thewailes in the Ekaqratei firft, the foil 
is capable of it 3 I pafled feveral tracks, even 
10 Holland, and many in Weftphalia, that • 
are mijch more fleril in appearance ; and the 
ieformation I received concerning them 
convinc^me, that moft of fhc waftes in rhis 
country might be improved, comparatively, 
at a cheap rate.' Sccondiy, the Germans 
are a heavy, phlegmatic people, who arc 
conduced with no great difficulty in im- 
provements and undertakings which do 
not extend beyond the fphere of their ufuai 
praOice, but are very obftinate in their op- 
poTition to thofe which are qtiite new: 
novel cftablifhments in arts, manufaftures, 
or commerce, fcarcely ever fucceed well. 

unlefs 
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iinlefs the attention of the Sovereiga is 
accute and unremitted; but the improve^ 
roent of waftes is but a line beyond the 
pra^ice they regularly purfue in common 
agriculture, and would at once be under-^ 
ftood in the defign of the undertaking. 
Moil of thQ inhabitants of the empire, and 
all in thofe countries that have not flourifh-^ 
ing manufactures,, fubiift entirely by agri-t 
culture i and the nobility are, in general, 
the cultivators of their own eftatcs ; wherc- 
ever this is the cafe, it cannot be difficult 
to pcrfuade them of the importance of 
bringing all the waftes into culture. 

Hamburgh is incomparably the fineft 
city I have feen fince I entered Gerniany j 
and it is well known to be the moft Sou- 
rifliing and populous in the whole Empire, 
The fituation on the great river Elbe ia 
what has raifed it to fo much wealth by 
commerce ; that river gives it a very good 
harbour<| and fpreads its merchandize 
throughout a moft extenfive part of the em-- 
pirq ; it ftands near feventy miles from the 
ocean. The walU form nearly a circl? 
of five miles and an half <:ircumference, 
including feveral iflands in the river, on 
which a part of it is built : the number 
of inhabitants fludluate, between one 
hundred and ten and one hundred and 

twenty 
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twenty thoufand. A channel of the river 
runs through the cent/sr of it, and confer 
iquently brings ftiips moft adrantageouflf 
to the very merchants doors : there are alfo 
fomecanak, which, with the iphannels formed 
by the river, fpread the trade tlirough moll: 
paitsof the jcity. The city is fortified by a 
Jiigh wall and vjift 4itch, with fosie out- 
works of no great cQnfequence; they have 
thrown up lines to encempafs them/ an4 
united them with the Elbe ; and built 9, 
ilrong fort near the river, which they caU 
jthe Star Fprt. The rampartis are pleafant tp' 
jyalk pn, being covered with grafs, and 
doubly planted : the garrifon never exceed* 
two thoufand five hundred men, which are 
too few by ten thoufand to defend- thp^ 
town ; but Hamburgh does not depend fo 
much on the ftrength of her walls and her 
garrifon, as being a free city of the empire, 
jand being claimed by feveral neighbouring 
Princes, who aye wQnderfully jealotis of each 
pthers defigng on it. 

The town has fix gates towainis the land, 
and three to the jrivef. It contains eighty-- 
four bridges thrown pverthe canals, and 
the branches of the fiver : they have alfo ijl 
^he city forty water-piills, fix windmill^, 
fix fluices, and fix large market places. 

. ' ' . ' The 
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The ftreets ate by no means pleafing i they 
are narrow, crooked^ and badly paved ^ and 
the houfes being vtry high, many of them 
are, at noon day, half dark; and what 
makes them ftill more deteftable, is the plant- 
ing them with a row of trees cm each fide. 
The buildings are all of brick, and which are 
not the beft coloured. Upon the whole, 
the city, though much larger, does not ex- 
ceed Briftol in elegance ; the principal houf^ 
are tbofc of the great merchants, which, 
though they are thus deficient in agreeable- 
nefs, are well contrived for the convenience 
of trade, as they are generally fituated on 
the water-fide, and a part of them are 
warehoufes with open doors and cranes ; fo 
that their (hips are unloaded at thdr doors, 
which, in their bufinefs, is a circumftanceof 
very great importance. The houfes of fome 
of their warehoufes are from five to feven 
ftories high^ this is owing, very much, to 
a general want of cellaring in the city ; ' for 
all vaults and cellars are rendered almofi: 
ufelefs by the annual floods, that rife the 
Elbe fo much as to fill moft of them with 
water: even their wines are kept two or 
three ftories high, which is a very great in- 
convenience. A very inelegant cuftom 
among the merchants, is to make their halls 

into 
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into warehoufcs t you enter the beft houfcs 
in town, and find yourfelf at once among 
hogiheads and bales of goods ; and what is 
full as bad, they ufe it alfo for a coach houfc 
and harnefs room ; and in fome houfes 
the Ilables are under the fame roof with the 
apartments. 

The churches arc the principal public 
buildings^ but they have not much to re- 
commend them., St. Catharine's is a large 
edifice, with a very lofty fteeple, and con- 
tains 4 prodigious or^n with fix thoufand 
pipes I but this, I fuppofe, was a lye of my 
conduftors, ufually told to ftrangers, Sl 
Michael is a modern building, light and 
pleafing* 

Hamburgh contains many well endowed 
hofpitals, under admirable management. 
Their Foundling hollpital has a revenue of 
more than fix thoufand pounds a year, and 
it is under fiich a wife regulation, that 
great numbers of lives are faved by it ; they 
have another for poor travellers, and a 
third for difabled feamen. Their work- 
houfe is alio a large building, wherein 
they coxifiae to hard labour all ftrolers and 
vagabonds ; the effeft of which jis fo great, 
that I have not {qcr a beggar in the city. 
Their town houfe is a very old and irregular 
building, though it is the place where the 

. Senate 
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from Spain, Portugal, and Italy- They 
have twenty-two ihips, the largcft belong- 
ing to them arc regularly employed in the 
trade of trondoA, making each one voyage 
every year, there *and back; thefe fhips 
are the principal ones for this trade> for it 
is found much more advantageous to em«^ 
ploy them than Engl^ (hips. The Dutch 
alfo carry on a very confiderable trade with 
this city, in which they have great advan* 
tages by means of their Eaft-lndia goods, 
their monopoly of fpices, and their bar- 
relled herrings. The French likewife came 
in for a fhare ; their trade hither has much 
increafed of late yearSj^ fo that they rival 
England in ieveral branches. 

They have feveral confiderable manufac- 
tures within the city, of which the moft 
important is fugar-baking or refining ; this 
buiinefs is fo floUriOiing as to employ no 
lefs than three huildred fijgar-bakers, for 
they fupply all Germany, and the principal 
markets of the North. This trade depends 
very much on the commerce with Great 
Britain, as from thence they have moft of 
their Mufcovado fugars. France fupplies 
them with fome, and before the laft war 
with more than at prefent; for the conqueft 
q{ the French iflands throwing the trade 

totally 
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Jotally into the hands of the London mer- 
chants^ they made Co good a ufe of their en- 
larged correfpondence, as to preferve a 
greater fliare at the peace than they en- 
joyed before the war. This is one inftance. 
Mid a very ftriking one, that a correfpond- 
icnce once fixed, and fupported by flocks 
ia trade, is very diflBcuk to be overthrown 
by any nation. 

The weaving velvets, brocades, damaflcs, 
and odier rich iilks, forms another branch 
<i ffianufa6):are, which has much increafed 
of l«cfe years. The fober Hamburghers 
•complam of the incm^e of luxury in their 
,own city, and indeed it would be furprizing 
if they oicaped eatire from the contagion, 
while they employed fo mahy hands in 
/ceding the luxury of the German cities, 
and the North, Thdfe rich filks find a vent 
4n the Baltic, and in the interior countries 
,of Germany. 

The ftocking manufaftory is another fa- 
brick which is highly beneficial to the city, 
by employing great numbers of their poor 
in knitting, who could not otherwife find a 
fubfiftance. Another very confiderable trade 
is that of eallico-printing, which is carried 
on here to a very great amount ; they rival 
the Dutch in this article, and alfo the En- 
.. yoL^II. I glifti 
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glifli in common goods ; but, for the cle*. 
gant patterns on very fine linens, no nation 
equals the printers- about London, whofe 
works are fought after with fuch avidity, 
through moft parts of Europe, that the 
Dutch fend over vaft quantities of linens to 
be printed in England: the Hamburghei^ 
fend great quantities of their printed goods 
into Germany, and alfo to the North. Dy- 
ing is another branch of their manufisL&ures 
which employs a great number of hands ; 
they are reckoned the beft dyers in Gcr* 
many. Whalebone is another manu£u5ture 
in which they excel 5 nor is this an incon^ 
iiderable fabrick : they have entered lai^ly, 
of late years, into the Greenland fifhery; 
and with pretty good fuccefs ; they reckon 
themfelves the moft dangerous rivals in this 
fiihery that the Dutch have; and certainly 
they have employed fuch ftocks in the- un- 
dertaking, and conduced with fuch (pint, 
that they have conftantly fent a large num- 
ber of (hips, well built, fitted out, and man- 
ned, to the fifhery ; this has increafed their 
trade in other articles, from an ability of 
fupplying oil and manufaftured whalebone 
at the firft hand : fo true is it ever found, 
that the pofleflion of a confiderable com- 
merce, -is the-* beft foundation in the world 

whereon 
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lykcreon to eredt a ftill greater; and the ac- 
quifition of one branch is generally fol- 
lowed by that of another ; for a fixed cor- 
rcfpoiidcnce, and large eftablifhed ilocks, 
have fuc!i weight iri trade, that fcarce any 
thing is able to oppofe them. 

For the convenience of trade they have 
long had a well eftablifhed bank of depofit, 
which is generally reckoned to be one of 
the beil and mod: fecure in Europe ; it is 
under the diredion of forae of the moft 
confiderable merchants in the city, who are 
appointed annually by the whole republic, 
and the government is anfwerable tojr any 
failure or deficiency. 

The foreign commerce and fhipping of 
Hamburgh is rifcn to a very extraordinary 
height, confidering that the whole republic 
confifts only of the fingle city, with fcarcely 
any territory: they affured me, . that they 
once poffefled fix thoufand three hundred 
ihips, great and fmall ; but at prefent the 
number was not more than four tlioufand 
four hundred, though their burthen is 
greater than formerly; they annually fend 
from fifty to eighty fhips to Greenland alone. 
The largeft veflcls that ufc the port cannot 
come up to the city, but are forced to caft . 
anchor at New Mills, which is four miles 

I 2 l)elow 
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below the town. The tide flows fixtecn' 
miles higher up the river than Hamburgh, 
which is in all about ninety miles from the 
fea, and is thought to be as long a courfe as 
in any river in Europe. 

Hamburgh is fb occupied by trade and ma- 
riufafture, that fcarce any diverfions are to 
be met with in it, except billiards, cofFee- 
houfes, and concerts. They are fond of 
miiiic, and are expenfive in their public efti- 
blifhments in its favour. The principal mer- 
chants have private concerts at their houfes, 
at which one fometimes meets pretty good 
company, that is with people who have fome 
ideas beyond their counting-houfcs. I have 
beeji introduced to fome of the moft confider- 
able families in the city, and can aflert, 
that there are among them fome, who have 
Improved thcmfelves by the liberal converie 
of the world, in moft parts of Europe ; and 
throughout the city are many perfons that 
have travelled. In general, there is an in- 
elegknce runs through every thing here; but 
we muft make an exception, in favour of 
fome of the moft wealthy inhabitants, in 
whofe houfes I have feen as much appear- 
ance of tafte and luxury, as in any houfes of 
perfons of equal fortune in London. But 
amongft the inferior people, not the lowef 
••• ' claffes. 
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claflTes, but merchants and manufa£lurersi 
whofe circumftances arc not great, the very 
contrary is the caTe ; they are in nothing 
equal to the limilar ranks in the trading 
towns in England, 

There is one Ipecies of luxury, in which,, 
however, none of the Hamburghers vie with 
our Englifh merchants, I mean in the ex- 
penfivenefs and elegance of their houfes^t and 
in their coftly and ornamental furniture^ 
feme of the merchants houfes in London are 
furniftied like the palaces of Princes ; but^ 
the houfes of the ri<pheft people in this city 
have nothing in them that ev^ retches me- 
diocrity. . When luxury is entered, it high- 
ly behoves the government of a country, or 
ftate, or city, to dircd thdt luxury inta 
fuch channels as may prove of moll fsrvice to. 
the lower, claffes of the p<:pple^ In this; re- 
fpecS, the tafte of the Engliih traders,^ is of 
an infinite advantage to their coimtry, by 
finding conftant employn^nt ta g^eat num- 
bers of ufeful artizans andKianufa<9:urers; 
and it cannot be doubted but this is far more 
beneficial, than expending the fame money 
in exceffive eating and drinking. 

Tbehigheft appearance of luxury at Ham- 
burgh, or at leaft of unneceffiiry expence,. 
is in the entertainments which are given at 
I 3 tavernsj^: 
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taverns, upon occafion of weddings, chriftcri- 
ings, namc-djijrs, &c. in thefe many of the 
wealthy people expend as much as would 
build houfcs, and furnifh them when they 
had done. 

The Hambiirghers much affeft the man- 
ners of the French, particulariy the women, 
in their drefs and converfation; but the imi- 
tation is not that which will pleafe any 
other nation ; the men are full of French in 
language, drefs, ceremony, and compliment. 
Coaches ^t Hamburgh are not confidered 
there as an article of luxury ; they are kept 
by vaft numbers of tradefmen, from whom 
one could not expe^ fucban exertiop of ex- 
pence. 

I before remarked, that the Hamburghers 
are veiy fond of mufic, ^nd particularly of 
giving concerts; their tafte once carried 
them to the maintenance of an Italian opera, 
which in fuch a city was, I think, running 
into luxury too far, and fo they found ; for 
they could not fupport it properly, an(Wb 
it dropped. They have a theatre, on which 
German and French comedies are exhibited 
in the winter j and of this amufement they 
fire very fond . Another diverfiop, of which 
they partake a good deal, is that of ;s^alking 
4reffcd on a mall, which they call the Mai- 
den's 
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den's Walk ; it is a beautiful one, on the 
banks of a bafon, formed by the river Alfter ; 
it is a thoufand feet long, but not more than 
thirty broad; it is planted on each fide, and 
nothing parts it from the water but a rail ; 
and as there are flairs for taking boats and 
barges, the whole is uncommonry. chearful 
and agreeable. 

Notwithftanding the numerous market^ 
at Hamburgh, the city Is not a place' for 
eating and drinking luxurioufly : their but- 
cher's meat is not excellent^ and their fifti 
is little of it of fine forts^ nor have they 
any oyfters ; the garden ftufFs and poaltry, 
I think, is the beft fare: claret, that is good, 
is rarely found ; but the old hock and rhe- 
nifh they have is in good perfeftion. My 
quarters were at the Keyzerhoff, where I 
met with extreme good entertainment, a 
good bed, rooms cleaner than in any iryi I 
have been at in Germany, and attentive 
waiting, but the expence runs high; I did 
not efcape under a guinea and half a day. 

Upon the whole, this city is not a place 
to which a Granger fhould refort for plea- 
fure; the people arc enveloped in trade^ 
from wbich they do not break forth, but to 
fome great exertion of entertainment, fome? 
chriilening, burial (for they entertain at the 

I 4 deaths 
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death, as well as the birth of their relations) 
or wedding ; and then thefc times of luxury 
and expence are not under the influence of 
tafte or elegance : the manners of the people 
do not pleafe, for they are an aukward mix- 
ture of German plainnefs with French 
eclat; of German honefty with French in- 
fincerity; and make in the whole but a mot- 
ley figure. Their amufements do not de- 
ferve the name, mufic excepted, and that 
is often bad; and the places of reception 
for ftrangcrs vile, except one houfc, and 
that is extravagantly dear ; from whence it 
may eafily be judged, that Hamburgh is no 
place for a traveller to ftay long at. 
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jilUna — Lubeck-^Cunoui clock — Journey acrcft 
^Holftein, and Slefwkk'-^DefcripUon of the 
Country — Denmark -^ Accidental meeting 
with a DaniJJj Nobleman — His great Im-^ 
provements defcribed — ManufaSlures — Com- 
merfiC"-^ Agriculture — Ws enlarged vsews-^ 
Journey through the Northern Parts of 
Denmark, 

Il^th Hamburgh the 21ft of Augufl:* 
Falling down the Elbe to Altena is 
pleafant enough ; that town is the w^ell 
known rival to Hamburgh, built profeffedl/ 
to ftpal its trade ; and it mufl" be confelTed, 
that the fituation is very well adapted for the 
pilfering defign ; nor has it failed, for flic 
has proved a thief in earneft. The mer- 
chants .at this f)lace have be^n encouraged fa 
much, by its being declared a free port, and 
by the open liberty of confcience allowed 
her, that they have made the town flpurifh : 
liiere is more trade carried on here than the 

Ham- 
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Hamburghers will own; nor is this at all 
fuprizing, for the dty of Hamburgh has 
done fo much miichief to her own trade^ 
bycuftoms and excifes, whilft Alt^ia, be- 
ing free» hath taken immediate advantage 
of any fuch errors. One great inftance of 
this is in Silefia linens ; a (mail duty was 
laid upon them at Hamburgh, which threw 
at once the commiflion bufinefs in them 
to the Altenefe. The Senate, feeling their 
error, reverfed the duty, and gained fome 
of their trade back again, but not all ^ 
much of it remained with their rivals, and 
has continued flowly increafing ever fince. 
This fhews, among a thoufand other m-^ 
ftances, how dangerous a thing trade is to 
meddle with; it cannot be burthened or 
clogged ever fo little without danger pf its 
taking flight. With Hamburgh the caife 
is particularly delicate, for Altena is. on the 
fame river, commands the fame inland na- 
vigation, and has the great advantage of be-r 
ing a free port ; fo that it is impoflible an 
error fhould be committed on one fide 
of- the water, without advantage being 
taken of it on the other. 

The buildings at Altena are better in ap- 
pearance than thofe of Hamburgh; the 
ftreets are ft rait and regularly built, wide,^ 
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ind well paved. There is a new Town- 
Houfe ei-e^ed, and fevdral other public 
buildings (hew» that the place is on a flou-^ 
riihing and improving hand. The merchants 
houfes^ like thofe of Haniburgh, are on the 
water-iide, fo'that (hips unload and load at 
their doors; The King cf( Denmark made 
h the fteple of the Damfh Eaft India com^ 
pany, which has been of very great im-* 
portaiice to the town : this meafure was an, 
admirable one ; for Altena, by means of her 
fituation, diftributcs the India goods where 
no other town in Denmaijc could ; fhe fends 
krge quantities into moft parts of Germany, 
and herein rivals the Haniburghers, who are 
forced to buy theirs of the Dutch, In all 
thefe points the intereft of Denmark has 
been very well confidercd for this laft cen- 
tury> from a noble attention in their Kings 
to promote whatever has been moft for the 
intereft of their fubjed:s. 

But while I mention the advantages that 
kingdom receives froih the eftablifhment of 
Alterna, and the confiderable trade carried 
oft in it, I muft, at the fame time, obferre, 
that the great freedom of reception which 
reigns here, brings ail forts of wretches 
lierei even malefa<flors from Hamburg 
iiere find an afylum ; nor does a, merchant 

or 



ia6 TXAVELi THROUGH 

or tradfefman of any kind fail and defraiui. 
their creditors^ but he appears here again 
on the ftage> and carries on a frefli trade, 
. as if nothing had happened i no ftews or 
ftreet-rwalkers are albwed at Hamburgh/ 
but both abound at Altena in the greatefl: 
plenty ; and the place fwarnxs with Jewsj, 
who are not of that advantage to its coci«« 
merce which foniie ha¥C thought* 

The way from Altcna to L^bpc^ which 
was the route I propofed takings is back 
neai* Hamburgh^ and xhcB turning off to the 
left> the diilance ncAr forty.ioilesj and 
there being no place on the road, at which 
the accommodation for lying w^oki he to->. 
lerable, 1 determined to ftay the night at 
Altena, and go off early next mornings fo 
as; to reach Lubec by night : my landlord, 
who, by the way, is an impofing rafcal, in- 
troduced to me a gentlem^i, a profefTorr he 
called himfelf, in one of the univerfities of 
Saxony, who had travelled much in HoU 
ilein and Denmark ; that he might give me 
fome intelligence of the proper meafures to 
be taken in a journey, I invited the man of 
learning to dine with me : he proved a very 
fenfible intelligent man : fortunately for me, 
he fpoke French fluently, and I had much 

con- 
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converfation with him, which proved of 
grcot ufe to me afterwards. 

He affared me, that I ihould not find 
travelling in Holftein and Denmark near fo 
difagreeable as in Weftphalia and the Elec- 
torate of Hanover;, that the people were 
jcleaner^ and infinitely more civU ; but that 
I (hould by all meai^ buy horfes^ inftead of 
depending on thofe at the poft town ; kor£e9» 
faefaidy were cheap at 41tena> and lihould 
travel quicker with my own than with 
hired. I followed his, advice^ and boiight 
three, a pair for my chaife, and one for my 
man ; I alio hired a German poftillion to 
drive me throngh Denmark^ and alfo Sweden, 
incafe I fhotdd go over thither. ThisnAaiil 
^onfidered as a treafure, for I could uader^ 
ftand him very well in French, and he could 
ipeak German, Daniih, and Swedifh; this was 
juft fuch an interpreter as Iwanted. . 1 made 
fome enquiries of the worthy profeffor, coa- 
ceming theilate of Holftein and Denmark, and 
the tracks of country in them the moft worth 
feeing: he told me I fhould find much en- 
teitainment in the great improvements made, 
wherever I turned myfelf ; that government 
had eftabiifhed manufadures in various 
places, which were of the greateft fervice to 
the country ; and that uncommon encou- 
... ragement 
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' AgencixC hfid been givea to agrici^ro^ 
which had been attended with valnabW 
4§ke&. ^ When I afkcdhim.ccfKerrang the 
<n)adst he (hook Ha head ; upon that point 
-he could giv« me no iatis£a£tk>n : I fimnd I 
wae to expe6t no good ene^v He aflced m^. 
in his turo, if i prapoled traii^elltng du'oogh 
&»>ny ? 1 repliedi 1 iielieved I ihould re- 
turn 4o Efigland thraugh that part of Ger^ 
'many, after having .compleated the txmr of 
the northern langdoms. He then afiiired 
me, I fliovdd find notfai/ng. in Germany 
ixtcnparable to Sanmyi I fiivd, continued 
^he, you do not confine your ohiervations to 
the productions of fine arts, but. take iMtke 
x>f the ftate of agricultiire> tpaniafeftures^ and 
trader tli^ is a Kcry nfefol way of travellings 
^sind believe me,, you will find, full entertaiut- 
anent in the Elo^x^rate and Duchies of 
;&Dcony. lexpref&d^^meTurprize at tiiiji^ 
£i^ing, that | fhould have thought the mifr 
:chie£s oocaiioned bf the late war muii: have 
been too &vene yet. to be reycovered: he 
£ud they were by no means recovered, but 
that I fhould be pleaied to iee the quickneis 
. and alacrity which the people applied them^ 
iHves; to remedy thofe feverities they had 
fuffercd ; in which they are rauch more af- 
fiflied- by the government than they have 

beca 
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been for an age before. The Profeflbr fa- 
voured me with his company for the beft 
part of the evening, during which time 
we had a very great variety of converfatioii 
of the ftate of Germany, the progrefs of li- 
terature, the events of the laft war, and the , 
profpe6t of a new one. 

The next morning I took chaife for Lubeck^ 
The country is, in general, fandy, ftoneyi 
or woodland; but I paiTed fevcral tracks, 
in which are meadows and paftures of a to- 
lerable appearance. I could not perceive, 
any of thofe improvements, which my 
friend, the Profcffor, affured me I fliould 
fee very thickly ilrewed over the country, 
I obferved fcarce any inclofures, which 
is alone a mark of a general bad manage- 
ments I baited at Schoenbar, and again at 
Stenhorft, a village about twelve miles on 
this fide Lubeck, I had no great reafon from 
thefe flops to praife the cleanlinefs or the ci- 
vility of the people ; and the country, for 
moil of the way, till you get within a few 
miles of Lubeck, is poor and difagreeable, 
but there it begins to mend much. 

Lubeck is pretty well fituated on a river . 

that falls into the Baltick, about eight miles 

from it, it a village where the port for fhips. 

is, for only fmall craft ran come up to the, 

Vol. li. K ' city. 
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city. It is odly built on two fides of a 
hill, but is romantic to look at for that 
reafon ; at the bottom of each declivity is 
a river. The ftrccts are better laid out than 
thofe of Hamburgh, broad and regular, and 
the houfcs in general pretty well built. 
The city is kept very clean, by means of its 
uneven fituation, for every fhower of rain 
wafhes doyirn all dirt, and leaves it in better 
order than any fcavengers could. Here are 
fome public buildings, which they make a 
parade of Ihewing to ftrangers, but there is 
very little reniarkable in them ; it hath five 
churches, a town-houfe, an arfenal,%and an 
hofpital. 

St. Mary^s chiirch is themoft confiderable 
in the place ; it is a lofty edifice, {landing in 
the midft of the city : it has a double fteeple^ 
two hundred and feventeen yards high, 
built in 1 304 ; the infide of it is profufely 
ornamented, with pillars, monuments, &c, 
but there are few of them which delerve 
much notice. The great altar is very richly 
executed in marble, by Quillin, who did fo 
many at Antwerp; near it is a famous clocks 
which is the moft remarkable objefl at Lu- 
beck; it exhibits the ecliptic, zodiac, equa- 
tor, and tropics, and the planets in their fe- 
teral courfes; which are fo minutely done, 

that 
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that die ftation of any of them, is to be found 
at every hour of the day: it (hews the regular 
Variations of the celeftial bodes, fun rifiiig 
and fetting, the cclipfcs, feftivals, and other 
remarkable days ; all which it will continue 
to (hew till the year 1875. Befidcs all 
this, there are feveral automata; among 
others, a figure of Jefus Chrift, with a door 
on its right hand, which opening at twelve 
at noon, out come in order of proceflion, 
the Emperor and the ftvcn eldeft Eleftors, . 
and turning to the image, make a profound 
obeifance ; this the figure returns, by a wave 
of his hand ; after which the whole group 
retires in the fame order, through a door on 
the left, and both doors Ihut dire£lly» In 
the tower is anothejr piece of machinery, and 
a much more agreeable one, the chimes; 
they play, the hours with a moft pleafing 
melody, and minute exadnefs, Underthcm 
is the bell, on which is ftruck the hour; 
this is performed by a figure of Time, 
whilft a leff^r figure, reprefentiiig Mortality, 
and (landing at the other fide of the bell, 
turns afide its head at every ftroke. This 
work, for its prefervation, is furrounded 
with a frame of wire : by the infcription 
it appears to have been erefted in 1405. 

K z Tho 
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The Dance of Death, a famous paiuing here, 
as old as 1463, makes a great noife in thefe 
parts of Germany ; it is curious, but will 
not call for much attention. 

The cathedral at Lubeck is a' building of 
very great antiquity, being ereded in the 
year 1170, by Duke Henry the Lion, an- 
cefter of the prefent Eleftor of Hanover. 
*rhe occafion of building it is mentioned 
in an infcription on one of the walls, viz. 
That Henry the Lion, Duke of Saxony, 
hunting in this part of the country, caught 
a ftag, with a gold collar and crofs about its 
neck, on v/hich was this infcription. Hoc me 
Ccefar donavity containing the date of the 
year, which was in. the reign of Charlcmain : 
and the Duke, from furprize at this acci- 
dent, erected this cathedral for commemora- 
tion of it on the fame fpot, and endowed 
it with an handfome revenue. In the top of 
the church is to be feen the figure of the 
ftag- 

Hiftory tells us, that Lubeck wis once the 
head of the famous ^ Hanfeatick League. A 
confederacy, which made for fo long a time 
fuch a noife in Europe, had a very trifling 
origin : it was nothing more than Lubeck 
and Hamburgh making an agreement in 
1241 to defend theif property, jointly 

againft 
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againfl the banditti that much infefted the 
roads. The good efFedts of the union were 
luch, that Wifmar, Roftock, and Grypfwald 
joined it, for the fecurity of their commerce 
by fea, as well as for clearing the roads of 
robbers. The confederacy went on, in- 
creafing to the number of eighty-five in all; 
thefe were divided into four clafles, at tlic 
head of each of which were Lubeck, Co- 
logne, Brunfwick, and Dantzick: but 
finding thcmfelves much more refpefted 
from their union, and better able to keep 
the fea free from pirates, and the roads from 
. robbers, they by degrees enlarged theif views, 
and took part in the quarrels of their neigh- 
bours, foasfoonto arrive at a very' con- 
• fiderable influence upon their afl^airs. They 
alfo extended their union^ to cementing the 
trade of all the cities into one aggregate i and 
for this purpofe they erefted four principal 
magazines or ftaples for the better vending 
their commodities, which proved the original 
of faftories fo vvell known fmce in Europe. 
Thefe were at Novogrod in Ruffia, . after- 
wards, removed to Revel, and from thence 
to Narva in Livonia-; another at Berghen 
in Norway ; a third at Bruges in Flanders, 
but removed, with the commerce of tha^ 
city, to Antwerp, to the famovis houfe of 
K 3 EafterlingSi 
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Eafterlirigs; and the fourth at London, in 
the Steel-yard. In the times of their moft 
flourifhing ftate, the Hanfe towns were for- 
midable to all Europe ; they fitted out more 
than once above two hundred fhips of war, 
'and in their military expeditions committed 
the fupreme direftion to Lubeck ; this was 
the occafion of that city's having fo. much 
"power and prdfperity • She governed the Bal- 
tic as if it had been her patrimony; fhe made 
war upon the Dukes of Mecklenburgh, and 
'other German Princes, and even againft the 
King's of Denmark and Sweden, making de- 
fcents on their coafts; putting everything 
they met to fire and fword; burning and 
plundering great tracks of country. . But it 
was this haughtinefs that proved the ruin of 
the league -, fqr the neighbouring Princes 
falling feparatelv on the towns in their do- 
minions that v/ere in it, forced them to 
diflblve it; and with their confederacy their 
trade fell by degrees, till it came at laft to 
nothing. The only cities, at prefent, in the 
league, and which have from it the leaft ap- 
Ijj^araftce of any union, are Lubeck, Ham- 
burgh, Bremen, Roflock, Dantzick and 
Cologne. 

• Lubeck has yet a trade that is. not defpi- 

cable : her fituation and excellent port are 

' tremely 



]> £ N M A R K^ I3S 

extremely advantageous for the commerce of 
the Baltick. She imports the .produfts of 
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Ruffia, and Po- 
land ; and by her inland navigation diftri- 
butes them through many parts of Germany. 
They import from the fouth of Europe, and 
from the countries on the Rhine, niuch 
wine, which they fend into all the countries 
oh the Baltick ; and the places with which 
fhe has moft trade are, Riga^ Revel, Nai'va, 
and Peterfburgh, 

In many particulars there is a refemblance 
between the way of living, diverfions, and 
manners of the people of Lubeck, with 
thofe of Hamburgh : there is not much to 
admire in either, but the former, I think, 
are more cleanly, and their houfes better, 
and much more agreeably furniflied. Ano- 
ther circumftance, I think right to mention, 
is the goodnefs of the inns ; I found a good 
houfe, extreme good provifions, cleanlinefs, 
and much civility, at the King of England's 
JHead, and, at the fame time, full as cheap 
again as at the KeyzerhofF at Hamburgh. 

The 24th I left Lubock, and took the 
road to Travemund, which is at the- dif- 
tance of about eight miles : it is properly the 
port to Lubeck, for here the {hips of great 
burthen take in and 4eliver their cargoes : 
K 4 the 
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the harbour is very fafc and convenient; arid 
and that and the town are well fortified at 
the expcncc of the Lubeckers. Having 
brcakfafted, and been civilly entertained, I 
took chaife again for Entyn, at the diilance 
of about fixteen miles. All the country from 
Lubeck thither, except a few moory places, 
is pretty well cultivated, and the foil rich ^ 
they feem fond of pafturage, and have large 
droves of black cattle, and numerous herds 
of fwine; and the bacon they make is, I 
think, little, if any thing inferior to that of 
Weftphalia. Eutyn is a little town in a low 
iituation, furroundcd with fome rich niea- 
dows. I dined there at a very indifferent 
inn, but the landlady managed to get me a 
very good difh of fifli, which fhe dreffed to- 
lerably welkj a thing not common through 
this country. . From hence I again took 
chaife for Ploen, where I lodged that night. 
The country I pafied was various, but has 
many marlhes, which feed numbers of cattle 
at this feafon of the year ; but they are not 
dry enough till June or July to turn into. 
Ploen is very romantically fituated on the 
iide of a hill, hanging to a very fine lake of 
the fame name, which is in fome parts fur- 
roundcd by hills, all one continued foreft 
of timber. From the window of my bed- 
chamber 
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chamber I looked down on a part of the 
town beneath me, then over the lake, 
which is a fine expanfc of water, agreeably 
varied by fifliing boats, and the whole ibr^ 
rounded, in the ampitheatre ftile, with hills 
covered with wood: I was fortunate in a 
yery fine day, and fcarcely ever faw a more 
ilriking landfcape. The town is ftrong, 
from the neighbourhood of a marfh behind 
the hill, ^nd it is further ftrengthcned by a 
caftle. 

In the morning of the 25 th I fet out for 
Kiel, the diftance, as the crow flies, is not 
more than fifteen miles ; but the lakes fur* 
round it fo, and interrupt the .road, that I 
made it twenty-four. The country is va- 
rious, fome of it pretty well cultivated ; 
much foreft, feme ftony tracks, and 
others of fand ; nor is it wanting in large 
marfties, I flopped at fome of the cottages 
for making enquiries into their hufbandry; 
and I obferved, that they appeared very eafy 
and chearful in their circumftahces : the go- 
vernment does not feem to be fevere. I 
thhik the peafants are much more at their 
eafc' than they are in the Eleftorate of 
Hanover, or in Weftphalia; they were fow- 
jng wheat in their fields, which, ' upon exa- 
mination, did tiot feem to be badly pre- 
pared: 
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pared : t remarked they fowed no land with 
wheat but what was weU manured ; for 
which purpofe they ufe a compoft, which 
they arc very attentive and careful in 
making : it confifts in litter, the dung of 
their cattle, earth dugout of bogs, and wood 
a(hes ; this they mix together, by turning 
ever feveral times, and once or twice a 
week they water it well, by throwing up the 
emptyings of a little refervoir near it, which 
fills, with the drainings of the dunghill, from 
rains: this fyftem appears to be very enlightr 
cned ; whether it was recommended by au- 
thors who have written on huibandry I do 
not recoUedt, but it certainly deferves at- 
tention. 

Kiel is a town of fome note in this coun- 
try, from its trade, which is carried on by 
means of a bay of the Baltick, that comes 
up to it, and mixes its waters with tbofe of 
the lake. It is pretty well built, the ftrcets 
.ftrait and wide, and has fome public build- 
ings deferving of notice; particularly a dutal 
palace, an univerfity, a town-houfe where 
the eftates.of the Duchy ufed to me6t, and 
an hofpital, together with a caftle on a' hill, 
which once was ftrong; a wall divides it 
into an old and new town; the new is the 
beft built, but the.beft ftreets in it are dif- 
ftgured by rows of trees, which PutcH^ cyf- 

tom. 
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torn, of rus in urhcy is deteilable. The ro\vs , 
of trees on the harbour are better, and form 
fome walks agreeable enough. 

From Kiel I reached Rendfburgh by 
night, through a country principally ad- 
diifted to feeding cattle. I found the pea- 
fants feemed to be eaiy in their circum- 
ftances i moft of them are little farmers, 
and mailers of large herds of cattle and 
hogs. I found in fome parts that they hired 
little farms of the nobility, upon leafe, which 
is what I had not feen for a long whiles 
and thefe people appear to profit by .the 
favour, though their farms are too fmall 
to fliew it much, and fome of them con- 
fifting in nothing more than a regular 
licence of turning a certain number of cat- 
tle and hogs into certain woody tracks of 
ibreft land. Rendfburgh is pretty ftrongly 
fortified, but I do not think it within many 
degrees of being impregnable, which the 
inhabitants give out. I met with excellent 
•entertainment at the Lubeclc Arms in this 
place, and at a' very reafonable rate : I had 
wildlowl, lobfters, potted moor game, and 
feveral other difhes for my fupper, with a 
bottle of wine, which they called claret, but 
refembled the port ^we drink in England 
"from Guernfey ; and the whole reckoning, 
for myfelf, two fervants, and three horfes, 

came 
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came to no more than, fifteen llii] lings Eiig- 
liih. • 

The 26th I tpok the firft ftagc to Sizf^ 
wick, which is the capital of the duchy of 
the fame name;, the diftancc is near twenty 
miles, through a much better cultivated 
country than any I had fcen fince I left 
Lubeck. It is fituated on the river Sky, 
which falls into the Baltick within five miles 
of it. It is fortified pretty ftrongly, well 
built, the ftreets wide, and fome of them 
well paved, and the place very populous for 
its fize. Among the public buildings is a 
ducal palace, which they fhew to ftrangers : 
it does not contain much that is worthy of 
notice, except a library, which contains u 
fewantient manufcripts, and a cabinet of 
rarities in natural hiftory, which has a few 
things that are really curious. In the gar* 
dens, are fome water- works, and many walks 
in the old tafte, which the poor people of 
this country think great exertions of mag- 
nificence. The principal church is antient, 
and a very large fabric : it contains many 
monuments of the ducal families, bift none 
that will yield much entertainment to a tra- 
veller. 

From Slefwick I reached Flenfburgh by 
night, which is at the diftance of about fe- 

vfenteen 
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Ycntcen miles, This ftagc was through a 
country, which, upon the whok, is pretty^ 
well cultivated. I obfervcd in many of the 
farms that they were fowing rye, the foil^ 
being a light, fandy loam : upon enquiring 
why they did not apply it to wheat, they 
faid they had no compoft for it ; from 
whence I underftood that the. diftindtion 
they make between thefe grains is, that 
rye will do upon the fame land as wheat, 
though no manure is fpread ; and that wheat 
will do upon the rye land, if well manured. 
The farms I flopped at were cultivated by 
pcafants, for a nobleman in the neighbour-^ 
hood^ It is a millake tofuppofe, that, thq 
peafants in Denmark are fold with the land, 
like cattle; from what I obferved, they 
fecrn to have fome degree of property in 
the farms they cultivate; but I am fenfible,' 
that they owe much of this eafe, under 
w^hich they live, to fome new regulations* 
which have lately been iflued by the miniftry ^ 
at Copenhagen. I obferved fcveral fields of 
turnips with cabbage leaves, of which I 
made mention before ; thefe they cultivate 
for their cattle in winter, and they find they 
are hardy enough for the fevereft winters, 
which is certainly a very valuable quality. 
In fummer they have tolerable pafturage 

for 
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for their cattle, but in winter they are often 
much trpubled to find food enough. 

The town of Flenfturgh is very well fitu- 
ated at the bottom of a bay of the Baltick. 
It is Very well built of brick; the ftreets be- 
ing broad, ftrait, and fbmc of them very well 
paved; but others very deep and miry. 
The harbour is a good one, admitting {hips 
of four hundred tons burthen up to the 
town ; this is fach an advantage, that the 
town carries on a pretty good trade. The 
principal building in the town is St. John's 
church, which is an handfome edifice : the 
fituation of the town is romantic, being 
rtearly furrounded with mountains, at a 
finall diftance. I found very decent accom- 
modation here, at the fign of the Prince; 
and upon explaining to my landlord my 
defign of travelling through the whole 
Peninfula of Jutland, before I took the tour 
of the iflands to Copenhagen, and that I 
Ihould go firft to Rypert, he affiired me that 
I fhould find it but a difagreeable journey ; 
that I had near forty miles to Rypen, with- . 
out one public accommodation at which I 
irould think of lodging; that even for my 
dinner h6 would^ recommend me to take 
fome cold fowl and ham, with a lobfter K)r 
two, and fome wine : he told 'me> that JF 

(hould 



D E N M A R KU ' 14J 

fliould find the people very civil, and that 
tny horfes would be taken gocxl care of, 
and well fed- . This advice of my landlord 
I thought very rational, and therefore de- 
termined to purfue it ; and I had no reafon 
to repent of the precaution. I found the 
country very well cultivated, much better 
than any I had been in fince I entered 
I>enniark. I paflfod by very little wafte land; 
moftof it was occupied by corn not yet 
reaped, by ftubbles, by turnips, or by mea- 
ilows and paftures. There was an elTential 
difference, I found, between the ilate of the 
countrymen in fome tracks, from what I 
obferved in others; for I paffed through 
foqie eft.ates in which they had no pro-^ 
perty, but feemed to be as entirely depend- 
ant on the will of the landlord as the cat-^, 
tie in. the fields ; and it was vifiblc, in the 
mifery which I found in the cottages, that 
this ftate of villainage is pernicious to the in- 
terefts of the country. Another circum^ 
ftance J remarked was, the country feats* 
which are fpreadt though thinly, over the 
country: through Germa»y I took notice 
fcarc^ly of one; but in this country X 
reckoned five between Flenfburgh and Ry-r 
pen. They have in general a melancholy, 
iequeftered appearance, beiug ufually the 

remains 
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remains of old caftlcts, with large moats of 
water around them; and the whole half 
furrounded with a thick wood. Thefe houfes 
belong either to nobles or gentlemen ; but 
the latter have almoft as many privileges as 
the former : they are all occupied in cul- 
tivating their cftates ; but it is very extra- 
ordinary to fee, that the land thus managed 
by the owner, is not better conducted than 
the other tracks in the hands of the far- 
mers and peafants. 

• The town of Rypen ftands on the river 
Nipfaw, whith forms three channels, and di- 
vides the place int6 as many parts : it falls 
into the Nbrth fea about three miles below 
the town, and forms one of the beft har- 
bours in Denmark. This advantage occa- 
fions trade here in fifheries, alfo Ibme to 
Hamburgh, a little to Amfterdam; and they 
have a few fmall fhips which ufe the trade 
from Norway and the Baltick to England. 
There is a univerfity here, but it is not in a 
fiouriiiiing fituation; it is likewife the fee of 
a Bifhop ; and they have for their defence 
a fortified caftle. Their church is built of 
hewn ftone; the fteeple is fo high that it 
ierves as a land-mark to failors on this coaft,' 
which is generally eiieeraed very dangerous. 

The 
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The 28th I dined at Warde, a little town 
twenty miles frcmi Rypeft, on a riv6f which 
falls into the German ocean, and which mSid- 
tain* a few fifheritie«. One merchant only 
rcfides here, who cafrieS on a tolerable trade, 
with a few ftiafters of fliips, who lik^ifti^ 
are in tfade ^ but the *motfftt of all w very 
ihconfideraMc. The twenty miles I tra- 
velled to fhis place is through a country 
containing very little wafte land : tfher c is 
much corn land iri it,- and plenty' of godd 
pafture, with numeVctos hci^ds of cattle ; fct 
the irihabifftrits c^itopkin bitterty of tlte 
mufrain, which has ruined many fatrii^ri 
here. I remarked ftvtral fafnis in thi^ dif^ 
tn&, which appeared to be in as* good ordef 
a* lAOft I hAd feen irf Eh^Utid, an<$ ftiinftged 
in a manner that made theft nluch refe^nifclc 
thofe of England, and particularly iw the 
enclofures : the fi«ki9 were dmded by hedges,, 
kept in ejceellent order, a«d ifecured by deep 
and well made ditches 1 theise were borders- 
of graft around them, and the corn, tat- 
nips, and ftubblc, all fhewed a hulbabdry 
fuperior to the como^n rrnif of the North. 
Another ciritfumftance alfo was, th* tillage 
being performed with Only four oxen; 
whereas I hive feeh many ploughs here 
drawn by fix or eight, or by fix HoHtein 

Vqi-.II. L horfes: 
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hories: the peafants in all Denmark sire 
very cautious of working any more ploughs 
than they can poflibly help, as they pay a 
tax for every one; this appears to be as 
great an inftance of impolicy in the govern- 
ment as ever I met with in any country ; 
there is not, in the circle of political ceconomy, 
any objeft more important than that of the 
proper method of impofing taxes : fuppofing 
it was right, that the huibandry of a coun- 
try (hould be faddied with a great propor- 
tion of them, yet is it of vaft importance 
to lay them on in fuch a manner that they 
fhall not occafion evils greater than their be- 
nefits, and be loifes inftead of gains to a 
government. Every fhilling that is laid 
upon ploughs, weavers Shuttles, or mer- 
chants {hips, robs the ftate of pounds. 

Advancing with fome expedition I got 
to Ringfkopping, feven and twenty miles 
from Warde, through a country part of 
which is pretty well cultivated; but it con* 
tains much waftc. That town is a port, 
which, by means of a long peninfula run- 
ning before it, is very fecure from all winds; 
they have a little trade here. I faw three or 
four fliips in the harbour, which had been 
in the Baltick, and at England : I find there 
are many ihips kept in thefe little ports, in 

Den- 
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Denmark, which are chiefly maintained by 
carrying deals to London, and other parts 
of England, principally from Norway; and 
at thefe httle towns they are generally the 
property of the captain, at leail he has a 
principal Ihare in them. There is nothing 
worthy of note in Ringikopping, and the inn 
I took up at was a miferable one, but the 
people were civil. 

The 29th in the morning I pafled on 
towards Hodfedbrugh, the diftance is twenty 
three miles ; part of the country is moun- 
tainous, and has the appearance of a black 
moor ; but the flat parts are pretty well 
cultivated. I pafled through two noble- 
mens eftates, whofc cafl:les were within 
fight ; and I found, on enquiry, that they 
were all cultivators of their own . lands, by 
means of the pcafants, who are generally ia 
a ftate of villainage. I had the accident of 
my chaifc breaking down on a ftoney piece 
of road, near one of thefe caftles, which 
would have been an unlucky circumftance, 
for fmilhs and' wheel-wrights are wonder- 
fully fcarce but in the larger villages; 
fortunately, however, the owner of the 
caftle. Count Roncellen, as they called him, 
was on horfeback, in fight of my diftrefs : 
he rode up to us, and viewing the accident, 

L 2 fpoke 
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fpoke to m« ia Danifh and German^ but 
my poftillion replying to him he addrefled 
me in French, upon finding that I did not 
underftand thofe languages- He enquired 
very politely from whence I came, and 
where I was going ? I told him my bufinefs 
was a journey of curiofity, to view. the dif- 
ferent kingdoriis of the North ; that I was 
an Engliihman, and came laft from Ham« 
burgh. He then, in a very eafy and agree- 
able manner, defifed me to walk up to his 
chateau, and he would take care to fend a 
fmith, and other people, to repair ^my car- 
riage for me, This adventure pleafed rac 
much, not only for its extricating me out 
filch a difficulty, but alfo for giving mc an 
opportunity to make enquiries into thofe 
circumftances of the country, in which I 
was defirous of gaining information. Ac- 
cepting, therefore, his invitation, we moved 
towards the caftle, and the Count alighting 
from his horfe, walked with me^ leading 
him, 

" He made feveral enquiries into the mo- 
tives of my journey. ThiiB, fays he^ is but 
a wild neglefted country^ containing very 
little to be feen, and fcarcely ever vifited by 
travellers i no body, I believe, comes into 
Denmark, faid he, but fuch as go dire£lly 

to 
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to Copenhagen ; and we, being out of that 
route, are fcarccly ever vifited by travellers.. * 
I replied, that I had, many years ago, tra- 
velled through France, Italy, and the beft 
part of Germany ; but upon my return to 
England, I found I had been the tour that 
every body elfe goes, and which has been 
defcribed a thoufand times ; that I had a 
great curiofity to fee the Northern parts of 
Europe, which are feldom vifited by tra- 
vellers of my country ; and upon my re- 
turn from Italy, I determined, whenevel* 
I could eafily comfnand the time, to exa- 
mine them attentively ; that I had this year 
carried it into execution, having palfed 
through Holland, Flanders, Weftphalia, 
Hanover, and was now on the tour of Den- 
mark. The Count replied, that I might 
meet with entertainment in Holland and 
Flanders, but as to Weftphalia, the Elec- 
torate of Hanover, and Holftein and Slef- 
wick, they could afford very little enter- 
ment to a man who had travelled in Fiance 
and Italy, and who had refided in England,. 
In anfwcr, I faid that I did not come into the 
North to fee piftures and ftatues, or to he^r 
operas, but to obferve the manners of the 
people, the ftate of agriculture, the nature 
of manufadures, and the general appear- 
L 3 ance 
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ancc of the country. Oh ! Oh ! faid he, 
you travel then philofophically ;I ran through 
England, France, Italy, and all Germany, 
but, unfortunately, not with^ the views that 
you now make the objcSts of your journey. 
This convcrfation held us till we got to 
the caftle ; the Count carried me through 
feveral' large rooms, to one in which the 
^reakfaft equipige was fprcad ; prefently, a 
lady of middle age appeared, and alfo a 
young gentleman; the Count introduced 
me to them ; th^ one was his lifter, and the 
other his nephew, a yotmg Lord, who was 
juft going upon a journey of pleafure to 
England, being related to the Baron dc 
Furftentein, Ambaflador extraordinary from 
Denmark at the court of London. They 
both received me very politely, and entered 
into convcrfation in French upon my tra- 
vels. Breakfaft was prefently ferved up, it 
confifted only of coffee, milk, and a bafon 
of water gruel for the Count, which feemed 
to be his regular diet. The young noble- 
man, whofe name was Baron de Raden, 
made many enquiries concerning England, 
all which I replied to as well as I was able : 
I found he intended making a refidence there 
long enough to gain the language. The 
Count alked me feveral particulars of my 

ideas 
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ideas concerning Denmark : he faid I muft 
fee a great difference rn the country, in the 
population, and the induftry of the inha- 
bitants, between England and their country. 
I obferved, that our peafants in England were 
in much happier circumftances, and which 
muft neceflarily occafion a greater populotif- 
nefs ; and that the cuftom in England, of 
letting the lands in farms, was the reafon 
that our agriculture made a fo much better 
figure than* in Denmark. That, replied 
the Count, is very true, but we have the 
. advantage of you in other circumftances ; 
our nobility and gentry of large fortunes 
cultivate their own eftates, though of great 
extent; and certainly this makes the foil 
yield a greater produce than if it was under 
the management of a parcel of miferablc 
peafants. True, Sir, replied I, but our foil 
is not managed by mife'rable peafants, but ; 
by rich farmers, many of them men of con- 
fiderable fubftance and independance ; if 
they were all as poor as the peafants of Den- 
mark, I fhould agree with you at once. 

The Count then obferved to me, that I 
was in an error, in fuppofing that, they had 
no farmers in Denmark ; we do not call 
them fo, continued he, but boors and pea- 
fants indifcriminately, whether they hire 

L 4 lands 
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lands pf us, or whether they are in a ftate of 
villaJLRage ; and to convince you of this, I 
will, before dinner, ihew you fome farms 
that I have let almoft in the EngUfti man- 
ner i and I will, at the fame time, have the 
pleafure of fhewing you a little manufactory, 
which I have eftablifhed on my eftate, for 
the employment of the poor. A fefvant 
ibon qfter came in, to let me know that my 
chaife was repaired, and ready to proceed. 
I made a motion to take my leave ; but thq 
Count, in a moft obliging manner, affurcd 
ine that J fhould fpend the day with him ; 
jLnd not hearing any excufes, ordered the 
horfes to be taken off, and put into his fta- 
bles, and the fervant and poftillion to be 
taken care of,, -I thanked him far his ci-t 
vility, but he faid the pleafure would be all 
his own. He then ordered horfes to be got 
ready for us, that he might (hew me fome of 
Jiis undertakings, 

\^s we rode "along he exprefled himfelf 
in general as follows ; the trade and tna- 
hufaftures, Sir, that have been fpread through 
moft parts of Europe, have leffened every 
where the value pf money ; this we have 
found in Denmark, though perhaps not in 
fuch a degree as you have in England ; the 
-(:on*fei:juerLce ha§ been, tha^t the nqbility, who 

livQ 
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live upon the ftated income of their eftates, 
find themfeh'cs* every day poorer and poorer: 
this is occafioned by the produfts of their 
lands not felling at a price proportioned to 
the rates of thofe commodities they chiefly 
buy: this, I apprehend, is not the cafe 
with you, as I hear, and indeed fee, by 
ibme of your news-papers, that there 
are many complaints among you, on ac- 
count of the high prices of the neceifaries of 
life ; this proves to me, that the value of 
the cftates in England muft be greatly 
yaifed, which then throws your nobility 
upon a par with thofe whofe incomes vary 
with the variations of money : this, I fup- 
pofe, is owing to the great number of ma- 
jiufa6lures among you, whith occafions an 
increafe of population, and that brings* 
with it an increafe of the value of all the 
articles confumed by manufafturers. Now 
it is, in this particular, that Denmark is 
unfortunate : it is true, our gracious King 
is really the father of his people, and has 
formed more eftablifhments in favour of 
the arts anjd commerce than half the mo- 
narchs of Europe : he has fixed maniffac- 
tures of feveral forts in various parts of his 
dominions, but thefe are too inconfiderable 
yet to have a general effe6l : they are, 

however. 
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however, of great utility to their refpedive 
neighbourhoods ; and it is the obfervation 
of this that has induced me to attend to 
the beft methods of improving an extenfive 
property around this caftle, which yielded, 
when I came to it, but an inconfiderable 
income. 

From what I have obferved, continued 
the Count, in England, France, and Hol- 
land, the value of land, that is the income 
of it, depends exaftly on the neighbour- 
hood of manufactures ; for land no where 
lets fo well as clofe to great cities. What 
we want in Denmark is a market ; we 
have had feveral edifts in favour of agricul- 
ture, but giving us a market for -our pro- 
ducts would be better than a thoufand 
edicts : with thefe ideas it is that I have 
been fo folicitous to increafe the number of 
people on my eft^te, and to add to their 
confumption, being under the conviction, 
that if I can fix an induftrious colony of ma- 
nufacturers on it, I (hall of courfe im- 
prove the agriculture of it. 

Here I obferved to him, that agriculture^ 
if left to itfelf, would not thus be fuihcient- 
ly improved. 

.. I comprehend you, replied the Count; 
old cuftoms will continue among the pea- 

fants. 
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fans, however abfurd they may be ; but I 
did not mean that I had left them to them- 
felves entirely, only that the providing a 
market was th6 firft object, as all other 
means or changes in the common pradiice 
would, without that, do nothing: for of 
what confequcnce is it that you teach your 
people to be excellent hufbandmen, if they 
do not find it cafy to get money for their 
good crops ? I can further have the fatisf ac- 
tion of telling you, that I find from experi- 
ence that thefe ideas are juft; for fince I 
fully entered into the fpirit of this conduft, 
I have feen the truth of it exemplified on 
my own eftate ; for fiiicc I have fiked fome 
mahufafturers here, and built a village for 
them, the produdls which the farmers have 
raifed have found a much better market, 
and paid them better for their trouble than 
ever was known before. 
• We had arrived by this time on the con-^ 
fines of a little town, which made a very 
agreeable figure, upon the fide of a hill, in 
a fruitful fpot, with a river at the bottom, of 
the declivity. 

Here, faid the Count, is a little town, 
every houfe of which I . have built myfelf, 
and filled them with mahufadurers. We 
entered it i he fhewed me the fabrics which 

he 
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be had cftablifliedi they were chiefly of 
wool : there were great numbers of fpinners^ 
combers, and weavers; they made coari^ 
clothe worn by the poor people of all thiy 
country. The manager of the works was an 
Englifhman from Eflex, who, I fuppofe^ 
the Count had brought with him when he 
was upon his tour through England* I am 
no judge of thefe fort of works, but the peo^ 
pie, native Z>anes> as well as the Englifh* 
men, cany on their work with quicknef^ 
and intelligence. The Count informed me 
that he had four hundred hands employed 
upon woollen goods alone; that he wrought 
op all the forts of cloathing^ which foumi 
a ready market in this country, that is, fiich 
as all the country men and women wore. I 
aflced him how he fuccceded as to profit ? 
He replied, 'very indifferently, if I fpeak as 
a manufaflurer ; for had I been a mere 
mafter of it, I fhould have been ruiried* 
What this is owing to i know not ; but I 
fuppxofe, to my not being able to give that 
attention to the bufinefs which a man 
would dj who is to make^his bread by it. 
However, Sir, continued he, I make, all I 
wijOb for by it ; I pay my expcnces, an4 
there is enough left to anfwer all the de- 
m;^iids which are made on me, on account 

of 
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of the buildings I have ere6icd; fo that I 
am a clear gainer of the number of people 
2 have fired on my eftate ;. and I dare fay 
you comprehend my mtamng fufficiently 
to fee» that this was the only profit I wiihed 
to reap. 

The Count ihewed txut pother maauiiRCi- 
tory^ which was that q£ leadier ; he had 
ereiSled feveral tanneries, which prepare 
die hides for manufiufturing into doubkts, 
breeches^ h0ot% ftocking^, and ihoesi of 
thel€ various artifts/ he has to the number 
iof near three hundred ^ and the produds of 
their labour find, like thoie of hi^.woQllea 
jEnanufadure, a free and quack fale in the 
neighbouring country. M. le Count; in^ 
formed me, that this manufadufe was more 
profitable . to him. thart that of woollen 
goods^ The next fabric he fhewed me, 
was that of turners ware He had laid ia 
large flocks of beech wood^ elm, horn-beam, 
holly, and feveral other forts; and fixed 
many artifts in this way to turn diflies, 
plates, platters, cups, faucers, bowls^ 
fcoops> and various other articles, which 
are in common ufc among the people in all 
the adjacent towns and villages; of thefc 
^tifts, he rec]k:ons one hundred anji twenty 

peribns 



ijS TRAVELS THROUGH 

pcrfons employed in-preparing and \frorkiftg 
up the raw materials. 

He has alfo a finall linen manufadlory, 
which employs above forty hands> and of 
which the fuccefs is fo advantageous, that 
it increafes every day: they work up 
only coarfe cloths for (heets, fhirts, and 
other purpofes, among the lower ranks of 
people. 

But none of his works feemed to pleafe 
this moil patriotic nobleman equal to his 
manufailuriesof iron; of thefe he worked 
all forts of implements in common ufe^ 
whether for the furniture of houses, or do- 
meftic utenfils; the machines for artifts, 
fuch as wheelwrights, carpenters, black- 
fmiths ; the implements of hufbandry, fuch 
as ploughs, harrows, rollers, carts, wag- 
gons, fpades, fhovels, forks, rakes, axes, 
&c. all thefe he worked in great numbers, 
and found a ready vent for them. Thefe 
fabrics employed above two hundred men* 

AH thefe undertakings employ above a 
thoufand hands, and the fuccefs of them has 
proved fo great, as to fix above two thou-* 
fand inhabitants in the town he has built for 
them. It confifts of about three hundred 
houfes, all of which the Count either built 
at his own expence, or advanced part of 

the 
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tndney towards them, or granted certain 
privileges to thofe who made him propofals 
of building. The ftreets are laid out very 
regularly, interfering each other at right 
angles; in the center is a large market- 
place, and in the midft of it, a fmall but 
neat church; all the town is well paved; 
the houfes are fmall, but all raifed with 
brick, and covered with tiles, and make a 
very regular and agreeable appearance. 

Thfe bricks and tiles are all burnt in 
kilns adjoining the town, belonging to the 
Count, and the timber is cut in his forefts j 
fo that the expences were very fmall, com- 
pared to what they would have been in dif- 
ferent circumftances ; but notwithftanding 
thcfe advantages, the Count aflured me, that 
in three and twenty years, fince he began 
thefe works, he has expended in them the 
fum of above thirty three thoufand ducats, 
which make near fixteen thoufand pounds. 
This account includes the church, the pav- 
ing the town, and the erefting the works 
and buildings for the feveral manfa6lures 
above mentioned, belides the houfes and 
ihares of houfes : exclufive of this expence, 
he has been employed three years in eredt- '' 
ing a handlbme bridge over the river, a 
wharf on the banks of it, with warehoufes 

for 
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for merchandize, and dry and wet dock^ 
for building barges, and decked (loops on 
the river : the tide flows up to the town, 
though at a confiderable diftance frOm the 
lea'; and the Count, among his noble plans, 
has fchemed the fixing a trade at it. This 
town is fituated between Palliibcrg and 
Wingaard: the river falk into the gulph 
that Ringflcopping ftands on, but he is at 
prefent employed iii cuttirng a canal, about 
two miles long, to gain a better naviga- 
tion into a bay to the northward, aear Wof- 
borg. By this mpans^, he hopes to be able 
to navigate brigs of one hundred tonsr^ 
whereas he has at prefent only 6ye. floop«^ 
each of fifty tons. Thefe he employs all 
himfelf in bringing materials for hi« m^^. 
nufaftures from the Baltick, England, and* 
Holland, His bridge, wharf, docks^ and 
warehoufes, he calculates will coft him 
fixteen thoufand ducats, and his navigatiiSi^ 
above three thoufand. 

I do not remember ever receiving fo mucb 
feal pleafure, as from viewing thefe great 
and noble exertions of princely magnifi- 
cence, which infinitely exceed all the coftly 
ornaments whichr in fomc countries, are 
given to the feats of the great.' They re* 
fl^ immortal honour on the worthy 

Count, 
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Count, who has the fpirit thus to prol^- 
cutc the nobleft works which Europe caii 
exhibit. Other noblemen in Denmark hav6 
fortunes equal to this illuftrious Count j 
in England we have fortuned doUble , and 
treble to his; but whei'e afe we to find 
an expenditure of a great dftate, that refle6l$ 
equal luftre oh the bwner ? I muft Confefs; 
I never yet diet with an example comparable 
to this, nor cart I poffibly dwell on it ill 
the mariner it moft richly deferves. 

It was the employment of the day for 
the Courtt to carry me through all thd ma-*- 
nufadures, and the diffferdnt parts of the 
town ; he returned to the caftle to a late 
dinner. I mentioned taking my leave of him^ 
but, With great politenefs, and in the moft 
obliging manner, he defired me to defer 
my journ6y, faying he had fhewn tne only 
his nianiifadures, but he had the efftfts of 
them on agriculture yet to let me fee. 
At dinner, and irt the eveningj we hadabund- 
iance of Converfation concerning the ob- 
jefts I had fcdn in the dayi and particu^- 
culariy on the mdans, by which the Count 
had been able to effeft the cftablifhment of 
the mahufa'ftures I had feen. 

The beginning of all my undertakings, 
faid that illuftrious nobleman> I found 

Vol. IL M cvfer 
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ever the moft difficult. In eftabliftiing tfic 
woollen fabrick, I had infinite diffiiculties 
at firft, in opening a regular channel by 
which to receive the wool, for our own 
wasfb bad, that 1 could ufe fcarce any of 
it ; and then to get people ufed to the dif- 
ferent works, from picking and foiling for 
the fpinners quite to the weavers^, who 
finiflied the working of it. Moft of the 
people I procured from Germany and 
Flanders; but a few, who proved more 
ufeful to me than all the reft, from Scot* 
land, and two or three from England. 
To all thefe people I have been forced to 
give great falaries, to build them fine 
houfes, and to put up with many irregu- 
larities ; but I was indefatigable in making 
my own people learn of them what they 
could perform ; and the beft way of doing 
this, I found was to give a premium tg the 
foreigners for every hand they perfected in 
every branch of work. Several of thefe 
people are dead, and I have not taken any 
pains to recruit their number; for my 
Danes arc now, many of them> as expert 
as their mafters. I have, however, very 
often ftraggling parties of Germans, who 
come to afk work, which I never fail giving 
them and building houfes immediately 

for 
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for them, if they continue in the mind of 
fettling. This has in general been iny con- 
duit with every one of the fabrics except one, 
>yhich has hitherto been entirely conduced 
anjd worked by native Danes ; but I medi- 
tate . attempting fome new maoufa6tures, 
for which I muft have recourfe to other 
countries for a few hands to inllrud us. 
JFrom the beginning of the undertaking, 
i found the neceflity of uniting the charac- ' 
ters of merchant and manufafturer ; for 
had it not been for the poficflion of a lit- 
tle flaipplng, wliich fupplied me with what- 
jever materials vvere wanting, I fliould never 
have tJeen able to bring my works to the 
height at which they are now arrived. 
My floop3 are fltrong and well built, and 
run, without dijfBculty, wherever' I fejid 
thjsm, to the Baltic, to England, Scotland, 
Holiaud, l^rance, and even to the Mediter- 
ranean ; with the advantage of coming up 
into the heart of my town. I once had a 
brig of two hundred tons, but I found too 
xuuqh inconvenience and expence in fend- 
ing fuqh a veffel for a cargo of not more 
tha^ l^orty or fifty tons, unlefs I turned 
trad^-, and loft by the bufinefs; befidcs 
her being forced to lye in the gulph^ in- 
£Lc^d of coming up to the town, fo that I . 
' M z fold 
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fold her in Holland, and have found my 
floops far more convenient and profitable^ 
as with them I can always take a full cargo 
of whatever they are fent for. I have a 
Dutch fliip-carpenter, who builds them for 
me, and he has fix Danes under him, two 
of whom have worked in the King's yard 
at Copenhagen. This eftablifhment is not 
more than three years old, but I purpofe to 
keep it regular, and even to increafe it: 
they have built me five floops, each of fifty- 
tons, which have performed their bufmefi 
exceedingly well, and are excellent faUors. 
You faw two more on the ftocks, both 
which are herring bufles, built exaftly on 
the fame plan as thofe in Holland ; with 
them I. purpofe attempting the herring 
fifhery ; for I have obferved in my travels, 
and you certainly muft have remarked the 
fame thing, that nothing fpreads more in- 
duftry, or maintains fo many people as 
fifheries ; and at the fame time, the Danes 
make excellent ones; and I have no doubt 
. of fucceeding, as I have, though at a great 
expence, got three Dutch fifhertaen, ufed 
to their art of barrelling ; if I meet with 
fuccefs, I {hall increafe the bufles; and 
when the canal I fhewed you is finiflicd, 
I Ihall build fpme larger floops, and a brig 

or 
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or two of an hundred tons, for carrying the 
produft of the fifhepy up the Streights 5 from 
whence I hope to return home loaded with 
fait, which, by that time, I (hall have fixed 
a market for. 

My great objedl is to make every part of. 
my general plan unite to form one, whole, 
by rendering each divifion of it the fupport 
of another : At firft, I was forced to fend 
but my floops, wherever they went, empty ; 
but as my manufadlures have . increafcd, I 
have fent out fome loads of them, which 
Jiave obtained a very good market; I have 
loaded others with corn, having a perpetual 
licence from the King for that purpofe ; if 
my fifhery proceeds, I fhall never be oblig- 
ed to go out empty, which is a very eflen- 
tial obje6l. 

AH thefe works I find have a wonderful 
efficacy in increafing the people on my eftate, 
I before told you, that the town has above 
two thoufand inhabitants in it, though not 
a hut was ftanding there three and twenty 
years ago; my buildings increafe confide- 
rably every year ; I have a great number of 
brick and lime burners, mafons^^ finiths, and 
carpenters> that do nothing elfe but buil(^ 
houfes for the new comers. This work re- 
gulates all the reft, for it i§ the firft I pr^ 
M 3 • vide 
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ride cafli for, being the great 6bje£l of all 
the reft ; and what fum is fpared from this, 
I expend upon the other works. I railed 
five and thirty lioufes laft year, and the 
cumber this year will be near forty. Frorn 
the applications 1 have received, I appre- 
hend, I (hall next year build more than 
iixty; but the expence will be fo large, 
thati n^all be forced to retard my other un- 
dertakings. You fhall to-morrow fee tlie 
ciFeft, which this population has had upon 
my hufbandry. 

. We pafled the evenifig in co,nverfati6n of 
this fort, in which the young Baron joined 
occafionally, and fhewed, that he "had a 
proper idea of the great works which Ibis 
uncle was carrying on. The Count fhew- 
ed me a map of his eftate, as it was when 
his father left it him. The extent is nine 
Englifh miles one way, arid more than fdui- 
another; but fomewhat indented. It is a 
fine variegated country of hill and dale, 
with fome mountains, well watered wirh 
rivers, ftreams, and lakes ; and part of 
it nobly fpread with exceeding fine timber. 
This was the defcription he give me of it on 
explaining the map. 

In the morning early, horfes were ready 
for us, and the Count, riding, fome miles 

. \ from 
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from his caftle, came into a track of culti* 
vated country^ all his owii, at the extremity 
of his eftate, oppofite.to the part on whiqh 
the town is built. Here we rode tlvougl^ 
mariy valleys, and fides of hills, all culti-"* 
A'^ated, with great xiumbers of farm houfes 
find cottage, the inhabitants of which 
feemcd as eafy, chearful, and happy, as if 
they had been rcfident in England inftead 
of Denmarjc; they all appeared, to be pleaf- 
ed with the prefence of their lord, . and I 
have no doubt but they efteem him as their 
father, as well as jnafter. This part of my 
eftate,. faid theCoujit, addreffing himfolf to 
me, was cultivated of old, an^i it is all that 
.was fo ; I found it farmed by my father's 
bailiffs and villains, And the appear j^ce it 
juade was very uninviting, and the people 
xxtremely miferable ; I arranged it a-new, 
formed moft of the inclofurcs you fee, built 
moft of thefe houfes ; and to all the people 
■that were induftrious and favinig, I lett 
farms according.to their ability of living and 
blocking ; and I found very foon that this . 
way of managing the land, brought me i^ 
a better revenue than the cultivating it on 
my own account ; for the bailiffs I trufled, 
generally turned out great i:afcals, and 
cheated me, .at the fame lime that they in- 
^ M 4 finitely 
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finitely opprcflcd the peafants. In my tra- 
vels through England, I had fixed the de- 
sign of letting farms, from the great fuc- 
ccfs I faw attending it there; I liked the 
plan every day better and better, and by 
giving encouragements to fuch as tilled their 
)and well, and kept their farms in good or- 
der, and by fliewing no favour to idle pcr- 
fons and llovens, 1 broug;ht them to be 
wonderfully attentive, fo that at prefent I 
do not think you have many eftates in Scot- 
land, or Ireland, better cultivated than this 
part of mine, andfome not better in Eng- 
land. I ihould, however, tell you that I did 
not leave them to the cuftoms of then* own 
country entirely, but procured workmen 
and implements from Elanders, to inftruft 
them in the praftice of methods, to which 
they were ynaccuftpmed. This I did not 
find fo difficult a buliriefs a? might be exr 
pefted ; for very luckily, th^ people I pro- 
cured were fehfible and intelligent, and 
* pointed put with gr9at propriety the courfes 
of management moft proper for the lands ; 
our foil they thought not good enough for 
the Flemifh crops ofcplefeed, madder, &c. 
but ought rather to be applied to the pro- 
dudlions of wheat, barley, oats, peafe, 
'|)cans, turnips, cloverj^ &c, I was entirely 

' of 
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of the fame opinion, and rewarded them 
for their advice, fending them home, after 
they had fully inftrufled my Danes in the 
life of their implements; we have ftuck 
very clofely to thefe ever fince, except the 
introdudion of fome others from England, 
which have hkewife been well approved. by 
them. I have given premiums for the bcft 
ploughmen 3 others, more confiderable, for 
the bed crops of all forts ; and have been 
very attentive to fpread among them the cul- 
ture of turnips and clover, as the moil ad- 
vantageous, means of wintering their herds 
pf cattle. 

The attention of this fort, which I have 
given to their management, has been atten- 
ded with great effedts, for though I have 
been all over Denmark more than once, I 
Jcnow fcarcely any fpot fo well cultivated as 
this ; and ygu will readily allow, that I have 
found the work profitable, when I tell you 
that great tracks of this improved land yield 
me a rent of a ducat and half for an Englifli 
acre ; and fome of it two ducats, (which is 
from fourteen to eighteen {hillings) but it 
has not been fo high rented. many- years; it 
hath been fo only fince the increafe ,of my. 
.town has been confiderable, which, by pro- 
viding them the market they fo much wantr 

ed. 



17© T R AVE Lg THROUGH 

ed, ]3ias ^nric1ied'ii»€m alU andds a^fibong 
proof of the j^uftnesft of the principles upon 
whidi I firft undej^took all my works. 

You obfelvc, continued the Count, that 
there zk wafte tracks on yonder hilkv which 
join the inclofures ; they are very ^extenfivet 
Spreading for *fome -miles ; but the inclofurefi 
incfeafe every year, and in great numbers : 
the way I manage is this, I allow the far- 
mers the cxpence of inclofing ^whatever 
they like to take contiguous to 'their -farms, 
provided they never have more land thaft 
they keep well cultivated, and J take tio rent 
for fuch fields during the firft five years ; 
after that th^ pay me for them about half 
the value. Which continues as long as the 
'improver lives, butcon his death> U raife it 
46 the full value. Thefe terms they ihink 
^fo reafonable, that there is .not aipeafant 
among them, but what mak^ a fmall ad- 
dition every year; and otliers, who get or 
^fave money, have frefh farms compleat on 
the fame terms, except paying me further 
the.intereft 6f the money! expend in build- 
ings for them • I am very attentive to* thefc 
new tracks of cultivated land, to fee that 
they do not negledt them; for I never fuf- 
fer an inclofure tp continue uncultivated, 
I have attended to the ^xpences, and t\ft 

produce 



^dducfe df Wfefe w^pfovcftlents, «ul ^ fe 

'not tsfy fd Wb toflceived What 'Advftftteg^* I 

find *i!i thfem. The •grctiteft expendes, thicife 

tSf the buil^rigs, I atMcfnce tinter apoli mte- 

'reftfdr,^riiflH!he rents, in five years after 'thfe 

^I'ft beglnmirtgs, yidd tnc an ^inplc rttctrh 

^for'thfe^^pencesof ^he inclofure^ ib tliat 1 

^fld no Wuy'of layjngout money ftibrfe bc- 

ineficid than 'this- l^hefe cultivated tfacks 

lare (even Wlds 'from the town, which 1 

ereftqd at a Uiftafice, not only for the^com- 

venience of 'a port, (which originally dii 

''not ftrike riiedsa matter of the greatdft im*- 

*f drtancc) *btit cHiefly on account 6f thb 

'great extent df w^fte land at that fexttemity 

of my eftate. I b^uilt the toWn With a vie^V 

to fbrce imf)i^6vements there ; but the m- 

creafe of ^inhabit^ts'hasmade it a ttlafk^t 

of futh (tonfequence, that thefe farmers iill 

refbrt to it, arid carry thither their pro- 

diifts'; and I'find, from very minute cnqtii- 

*ries, that they ' riever raife any commodity 

'which dbes hot 'then bring th6m a fcady 

piice. While this is the cafe, I am per- 

fe6ily fatisfied 'with ^itiy fuccefs, for it w^s 

the grand obfe6ll had in view fr6m thebe- 

ginning; aiid nothing can ^har'dly prfeverit 

^the imprdvemerits of the waftes I poflefs, 

'while this contiriues the cafe ; nor have "I 

much 
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much fear of it^ for the town increafe £b 
much that its demand will, on courfe, occa- 
fioo an improvement of fuch wafte lands. 

Another circumftance^obfervedtheCount, 
is the nature of the foils around this culti- 
vated part of my eftate. I made it a rule 
fome years ago, that every peafant^ who 
wifhed to cDcreafe his farm, fhould take the 
wafte that was c<mtiguous to him, without 
any regard to the goodnefs or the badnef$ d 
the foil. This occaiioned me ibme difficul* 
ty at firft, for fome of them came to por- 
tions of hilly land that was very ftony, and 
of a moil unproEtable countenance^ and 
others to boggy places, which would, 
through wetnefs, admit of no Ibrt of ufe. 
Such of them made jreprefentations to me 
upon this head, afierting that they were de- 
firous of increafing their farms, but the 
lands that joined them were fo very fterrUe 
and unprofitable, that they cquld not ven- 
ture on them, requefting me to allow them 
to ppjfs by fuch defert fpots, and take in 
more promifing ones. Thefe petitions I 
made it a rule never to grant, as I was very 
fenfible, that if I once gave iato the idea of 
the real unprofitablenefs of thefe fpots, tJhey 
would never meet with any culture, and 
confequently remain barren to eternity:. I 

therefore 
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therefore replied to them, that fuch pieces 
of land, as they mentioned, were by no 
means fterile, if once they were attempted 
with becoming fpirit; that I fliould look 
with a very favourable eye on all fuch as 
tried the culture of them with true induf- 
try and perfevcrance ; that as an encourage- 
ment to them^ I would, o{i the dry lands, b« 
at half the expence of removing the ftonesj 
aind on the bogs, I would be at half the ex* 
pence of draining, and, at the fame time, 
find them an engineer gratis, to mark out 
their cuts, and overfec the execution of 
them ; but that I would on no account have 
one acre of wafte paffed by. 

This conduft. Sir, continued this excel- 
lent nobleman, had its effeft ; they made 
no more complaints of bad foils, but at- 
tacked all they met with, and have been 
every where viftorious ; when feme of them 
got into the bogs, the draining of half of 
which was even too mUch for their ability, 
I took care that the works fhould not flop, - 
but advanced money to tliem to enable them ' 
to overcome all difficulties ; and fuch has 
. been my fuccefs, that feveral tracks of rich 
meadow, now within our fight in yonder 
valley, worth two ducats an Englifh acre, 
were a bog that yielded no fort of advan- 
tage 
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tage to any one i and the peasants th^co^^ 
felve( alk>w> that no land they meet with an^ 
fwcFs fo well as the boggy tra^s, efpecially 
for meadows 5 and I find by various %m\$ 
which they have made^ as well as by others 
executed more immediately under my own 
direftion, in another part of my eftate, that 
no foils are found in our w^ftes but what 
v^ill pay extremely well for injproving. By 
adhering ftriftly to the condud I meritipnr 
cd to you, feveral of thefe people have im- 
proved fome pieces which yon w^oqld have 
pronounced irreclamabic, but which arp 
i>GW covered with very fine crops of corn 
'and grafs. 

During the time that this mpfl; intercfting 
converfation lafted, the Count carried mp 
through feveral of their farms. I am no 
connoiffeur in huibandry, but from the ob- 
fervation which I have made in England and 
in Flanders, which are, I think, gardens 
compared with other countries, moft of 
tJiefe farms appear to be under an excellent 
management. The articles which the Count 
poirfted out particularly, w^re a freedom 
from weeds, neat fences, large dunghills^ 
and plenty of winter food for cattle. In ajl 
thefe circumftances, thefe farins^are in higli 
order i the lands in general very clean, thofe 

preparing 
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preparing for wheat |>articakrly fo, the cora 
crops the fame. The fence* are chiefly of 
hornbeam and holly/ and interlaced fo 
Urongly as to be impenetrable^ with deep 
and well cut ditches to them every where. 
As to dunghills, I never faw any track of 
country where the hufbandmen feemcd more 
attentive to them. Thjs men from Flanders 
taught them the importance of compdlfl: 
heaps, by which are meant mixtures of va- 
rious forts of manures ; they form them 
chiefly of earth, dung, and litter, burnt clay^ 
and peat aihes; the latter the Count inftruc- - 
ted them in from 'hints he had in England^ 
which furprifed me, as I <Jo not remember to 
have fecn any thing of that fort in any of 
our cotmtries ; it is a fine, foft, moory fort of 
bog burnt : What ufe the burnt clay can be 
of I know hot,, but they fay they find the 
advantage of it. Thefe compofts they keep 
fwo years before they ufe them, turning 
Tthem over feveral times, and ufually fprcad 
them either for turnips or clover, generally 
the latter. In rcfpe^t to winter food for 
cattle, they cultivate much clover and na- 
'tural grafs, ftiowihg both for hay ; and alio 
many .fields of turnips, -generally the fort 
that has cabbage leaves-. Thdfe are fecure^ 
Yrom datnagc by frofls ; and -with thsir hay 

and 
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and ftraw enable them to winter-keep greaf 
flocks of cattle. In general, the farmers of 
the country did not make fuch advantage by 
cattle as djcy ought, for want of a market 
for fuch as they fat, or for the butter and 
chcefe of the dairies j but the Count's new 
town has brought an entire remedy for this 
evil to all his tenants, as the inhabitants of 
it form a ready market for all fuch provi- 
fions, which proves a very great advantage 
to the peafants. Formerly their cattle was 
^1 fold lean to the Dutch droVers. 

The viewing all thefe circumfiahce^ coil- 
fumed the day, and the hofpitaSle Count in- 
fitted on my making a further flay with him, 
faying, th^t I had not yet feen his own farm, 
which he refcrved for the next day ; and 1 
muft own, I never paffed any time with grea^ 
ter fatisfaftion ; for this very patriotic noble- 
man appeared rather a being of romance, a 
vifion of perfedion, than a real inftance of 
fo many public and private virtues; but I 
confidered rayfelf as peculiarly fortunate in 
meeting with an objedt, that much more 
than recompenced me for all the . trouble 
and expence I had befiowed on my travels, 
had 1 feen nothing elfc. 

The next morning he conduced me d, 
different way, taking a rounding cou^fe to- 
wards 
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wards the^ town, at the diftance of three 
miles from the caftle ; the principal part of 
the way was through a territory extremely 
well cultivated, fome of it was lett in farms 
to the peafants, but we fooh came into his 
own farm, which is of a vaft extent, and 
Ipreads itfelf almofl around the town. From 
the riling grounds in this part, 1 could fee 
^o wafte land, but all the diftant views, for 
two or three miles everyway, were all under 
culture. 

This part of my eftate, faid the Count, was . 
once reckoned the very worft,of it all, and 
not an acre in cultivation ; this, I believe, I 
told you was one inducement for placing 
the town here. Nobody would even hire 
farms here, fo bad an opinion had they of 
the foil ; but by building the town upon it, 
I gave it a ^double value ; firft, the conve- 
nience of vicinity to a markets and fecondly, 
the cafe of procuring manure; ftill, however, 
it contiijued in general wafte for feveral 
years, except a few bogs near the town, 
which they drained and improved for the 
more convenience of keeping their horfes, 
and a few cows- Finding this backward- 
nefs of the peafants, I undertook the work 
myfelf, knowing, that in cafe I fucceeded, 
of which I had very little doubt, they 
Voj:. JL N would 
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Ivould be ready enough to take farms zh€if 
they were improved. The foil was in ge-* 
neral thrown into broad extending flats, 
Ivhich were all either marfli or bog ; and 
the rifing grounds of confiderable extent 
alfo, and hills, were all fand^ fome of it 
red, and fome a black fand ; none of the 
fpontaneous growth at all promifing. 

My firft bufinefs was to fix upon a fpot in 
the center of very large track of thefe lands^ 
where I built a houfe for a bailiff, and put 
into .it one I had procured from FlanderSi 
This was not a wife choice, for the man 
was much too full of a rich foil he had 
been ufed to, and had not patience fufficient 
tv^ith this poor one ; but then I found him 
a treafury in docility, and one on whom I 
could ever depend for a punftual obedience 
of my orders ; qualities which I have fincc 
found to be much better in fuch a mana-» 
ger than knowledge. I raifed fome large 
barnSi many houfes for cattle, granaries, 
ftore rooms, and all Conveniencies for a 
very large' farm, which I had any where 
feen in my travels. While thefe edifices 
were €;refting, I made a found and firm 
road d^reflly from them to the town ; this 
was a work of much expence in the bogs, 
but I knew it to be indif^enfable. The 

building! 
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bmidings I had raifed in the Center of a fmall 
rifing ground, whkh were in the middle of 
a very extenfive flat of marfh -and bog* 
There^ faid he, you fee it ixtends a great 
diftancew The fandy track in the middle 
Was about a mile over every way, and lying 
Jieareft to the buildings, I improved it firft* 
On my beginning this work, I turned ov^r 
all the writers on hufbandry in my poffeflion^ 
to ftt what were their diredions for the im-^ 
provement of a poor, fandy foil* I found 
nothing fafisfaftory j but they recommend* 
ed marl, which totally depended on the 
circumftaftce of having it ; nor did they give 
any direaions how to judge if marl was 
likely to be found* The hufl>andry of marl* 
ing light land I had feen myfelf in your 
country, in the province of Norfolk, but as 
well as I remembered, the marl was fo near 
thefurface as to be difcovered in e^rery ditch § 
however, as the obje<5t was important^ I 
hoYtd in feveral places for marl, but found 
nothbg but fand, and under it, at a vaft 
depth, flint, and then day. I was there* 
fore obliged to improve this land without 
any marl, I formed the whole hill into in^ 
clofures, and my bailiff tilled, manure4» 
and fowai the fields with Various crops, 
whith he Itad.feen put into fandy gfou^^ds 
N a in 
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in FlaAders ; moft of thcfe were very poor 
and lofing produfts except three, buck 
wheat, carrots, and potatoes. Buck wheat 
my bailiff defpifed, but we know it in Den-^ 
mark to be a very valuable crop ; and 3^ to 
the roots, they did not content him ; he 
was for trying to force this fand, by means of 
manure brought from the town, to produce 
every thing he had feen in Flanders. This 
rafhnefs I checked, and diredted him to ex- 
tend the above three crops to a large amount; 
he did fo, and fucceeded well in the fame. 
The buck wheat was of great ufe, both as 
corn and ftraw for the cattle ; and the roots 
were part of them fold tp my manufacturers, 
at a great profit, and the reft confumed by 
all forts of cattle. The trials were again re- 
peated on a yet larger fcale, and the fuccefs 
the fame ; and on the fifth year from the 
beginning, the whole fpace of fand about 
the buildings was under thefe three crops in 
fucceflion, fo as every year to be covered with 
one or other of them : And they were raif- 
ed with' fuch fuccefs, as enabled us to win- 
ter fucji vaft heads of cattle, that the Flan- 
^erkin allowed we could never have more 
profitably applied the land. 

But while this bufinefs was going on, the 
flats demanded attention, for ,the fuccefs of 

the 
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the winter roots fhewed, that we fliould 
want meadow for fummcr food, and all my 
cattle had at firft was what they picked up 
on the edges of the marfhes. Nothing 
therefore could be a more important objeft 
than to drain and improve thefe marflies 
and bogs, which would enable me to keep 
as many cattle in fummer as the fand yield- 
ed food for in winter ; keeping cattle I found 
very profitable, for toy town was a conftant 
market for whatever quantities of butter, 
milk, and cheefe, could be carried to. it, 
and alfo for every kind of fat meat that was 
killed. The method I took with my cows 
was to lett them to peafants, in dairies of 
ten each, for which they gave me an an- 
nual rent per cow; and I fpund them In 
conftant food, winter and fummer. I pro-* 
fecuted the work of draining with unremit- 
ted diligence, employing great numbers of 
hands, and doing the work efFedlually as I 
went ; and they were thrown, as , foori as 
drained, into a courfe of arable hufbandry, 
to prepare for grafs ; and my Flanders bai- 
liff put me upon one crop for therq which 
proved far more beneficial than any, which 
was cabbages; the drained bogs/anfwered 
greatly in them. But as grafs was the ob-^ 
je£l, they were all laid down to meadovv as 
- N 3 foon 
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foon as in order ; an|i this regular wprk of 
draining and improving them I have carried 
on ever fincc, having done ^ this extent of 
flat that you fee, and am, at prefent, going 
on expeditioufly with other tracks out of 
fight, nor ihall I ftop while I have a mar(h 
or a bog left* The improvement of the 
fands went on. at tl^e fame time, with no^ 
other variation than throwing into the 
(rpurie of management of carrots, buck 
wheat, and potatoes, that of rye, which is 
my bailiff'? addition, in order to be mailer 
of the more ftraw. But in profecuting the 
improvement of the hills, I made a difco^ 
very which proved of vaft confequence, as 
^he inclofurcs nji^l^ipUed, for we came to a 
rifing ground that bad never been bored for 
jnarl, and upon boring in jt^ we difcpver^ 
ed a vaft ftratum of ftiells, almoft powder- 
ed. I had no doubt of fuch an animal fub- 
ilance proving a good manure, and accord- 
ingly tried them over a large field of poor 
fand; the fertility it produced was amazing; 
it was fo great that the crops of buck wheat, 
carrots, and potatoes, were doubled, and 
even trebled. This was fixch an acquifition, 
that I immediately fpread thefe powdered 
ihcUs over all the lands within reach, which 
amounted to more than fevcn hundred of 

your 
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your Englifti acres, ami thcife have fincc 
1>een the moft fertile fields of my cftate. 

This improvement has had a great efFedt 4 
inftead of rye, my bailiff introduces clover 
on them, ajid fows wheat after it, which 
sdds greatly^o the profit ; and tlxe fhelU 
have proved fo good a manure, that thefc 
lands produce now more wheat than they 
did before of rye. The tracks of land k?pt 
in my own fi^rm of grafs jyid arable, amount 
to above three thoirfand of your actcs ; • an4 
from the neighbourhood of the town, which 
^r feveral years has increafed very quicklyji,- 
the prodq^s are carried to fo good a market, 
that my revenue from this farm* alone isj,, 
clear of all expences, not kfs on an average 
tfian fix thoufand ducats a year, which is, 
0iuch more than I could make of it if it 
was Ictt. However, as that track is as mucl\ 
a3 I can Keep in regular order, and withoul-» 
any lofs from confufion, I lett- the neigh-?. 
bouring ones as they are improved, and build- 
ings raifed, to peafantsi who hire fmall farn^s. 
pf from forty to two hundred acres each^ 
paying me a very good rent for the land. 

The increafe qf the town, and that of the 
"kaprovements, anfw^r to each other ex- 
tremely well, but the latter goes on rather 
lip^^th thp greater celerity 5 but to keep up. 
N i^ ^hq. 
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the market price, arid -never fuffer provifions 
to be too -.cheap, which, I think, for many 
reafons, is effential to the welfare of all fuch 
undertakings as thefe, I export in floops 
corn, cheefe, butter, falted beef, &co. &c. to 
Holland, whenever the rates of my market 
are lower than I think.they ought to be; I do 
not get fo good a price for fuch goods as I 
fliould if they were all confumed at home, 
-but they yield enough to make it anfwer 
well on the principles upon which I do it. 

In all the improvements which I have 
made on my lands, by letting them to the 
peafants, 1 have adhered ftridlly to the rule 
of proceeding on the very contrary conduft 
which is common among nine tenths of the 
nobiluy of the kingdom. They keep their 
peafants as poor, and as humble as poffible ; 
I, on the contrary, do every thing to en- 
able them to enrich themfelves, and would 
rather infpire them with the manly bold- 
xitfs of the poor in your country, than keep 
them in the flavery of our's. We have a 
great power over them, and they are bound 
to perform fo many fervices to their Lord, 
in perfon, and with their cattle and teams, 
if they have any, fo that they have very lit- 
tle time to thenifelves, if they are fo un- 
fortunate as to be fubjeft to an unpitying 

fuperior. 
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fuperior. People in ftich a fituation are by 
no means fit to affift me in my general plan of 
improvement, hence therefore, all that hire 
land of me, or have rights of commonage 
or cattle, . pay me given rents, exclufivc of 
all fervices, without a particular bargain ; 
as I mak^ it a rule never to call on them for 
any thing, and the fweets of being left to 
thcmfelves are fo great, that they are ioduced 
to pay me the better rents, and make up 
the furplus by a greater degree of induftry ; 
as they find, that whatever they make, is 
to be for the advantage alone of themfelves 
and families. I find every day the advan- 
tage of this conduft : my peafants grow into 
wealthy farmers, or, at leaft, are all in eafy 
and happy circumftances ; they marry, and 
beget numerous pdfteaties ; the population 
of my eftate increafesi and with the ' people 
the general markets for pfoduSs, which I 
have all along aimed at, and which is juft 
fo much clear gain into my pocket. I have 
not a man upon my eftate, that is not pro- 
fitable to me, in fome way or other ; and it 
is incredible how quick they increale. 
There is not fuch a thing as a raarriagablc 
man or woman upon it that are unmar- 
• ried ; every nian and woman that apply to ' 
me for a houfe, are fure of having one 

built 
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built for theiii^ if I know them to be of 
good chara£ters» and induftriou5 ^.and they 
have dl a fmall piece of land, and none but 
what are chearful and contented. In* fach 
actuation, niaarriage,» cannot but abound 
and the people increafe, in a manner 
which none of the countries in Evrope^havc 
any idea of. Amopg all my people, there 
16 not one that is burthenfome to the reft ^ 
no old peafant or Ubourer but what has 
faved enough^ before he w^ in years, ta 
Uvc happily in his latter days^ very few 
hut what become little fanners before they 
are old, and in a ftate in which their rela^i 
ticHis would think it (haoiieful to (et them 
want their affiftance. 

The Count having (hewn me thisi part of 
bis eftate, returned home by a circuit of 
^boye five miles, all through an unculti- 
vated wafte. You fee, faid he,addreffinghim-i 
felf to me again, that I have yet a great deal 
of work to do; all thi? track of cou^try,^ 
with feme others almoft as extenfive, are asi 
barren as I found them/ but ?is my im- 
provements advance very quick, I am not 
without hopes of feeing the whole, fonie 
time or other, under culture ; in the mean 
time, it is not totally ufele£s, for I have 
many fliepherds, who attend very confider-* 
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fiblc 6pcks of fheep, which pafture here ; 
thefc are ^1]. of an improved breed, which 
I eflfcdled by importing rams from Flanders 
and frpm Ei^gland, in order to provide 
wooll for my manufactory : my flocks fully 
anfw^r^ th^t end fpme years ago, but fince 
I have in^reafed my fabrics fo much, I can-* 
pot fupply them from my own lands with 
^11 th«y vvork up, and am therefore obliged 
^o iippgrt from other couptxies; and what I 
get I have chiefly from England, which I 
freely confefs to you* This is not, how-? 
pver, an objeft of real importance i for the 
in^prpveme^t of the land, to yield plenteous 
crop? of corn and roots^ is a far more advan- 
tageous application of it ; ^nd here, by the 
way, let me ftart a refledion, which has 
^ruck me more than once in the courle of 
Irty undertakings. In your country, fheep is 
made the great objedt, even iii improved 
territories : Now this appears to me to be an 
erroneous policy ; I have not yet found out 
the'means, nor do I think it poffible, to 
inake the utmoft value of improved land by 
feeding it with fheep ^ and from all the ex- 
perience which I have been able to gain, the 
advantages which arife from the culture of 
lands, improved in arable crops,' much ex- 
ceed any thing that fheep can yield, even 

if 
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if all the profits of the manufaflurc are ad- 
ded : this has made me wonder very much 
at the conduft of England, in giving fuch 
cxcliifive favour to every thing concerning 
that animal. I replied, that in England, 
no exclufive favour was , given to fheep, as 
every man was left a^ liberty to keep and 
fc^d whatever ftock beft pleafed him ; but 
that the fupport of our growth of. wool, 
was in the pafturage of wafte counties^ or, 
at leaft, of thofe which were fuch in com- 
parifon with our beft ; that fuch counties, 
where great tracks in them were totally ap- 
plied to feeding fhecp, though the land was 
as applicable to producing grain, &c. as 
inoft others, was owing to the indolence 
or want of fpirit of the owners. 

Returning home, the Count- further dif- 
courfes as follows : The example of my own 
eftate, faid he, proves to me, that nothing is 
wanting to make a country populous, and 
confequently rich, but giving the people 
an object for their induftry to work upon ; 
the moft idle will, of themfelves, be con- 
verted to induftry, if tb'^ir induftry is bene- 
ficial to them, and if they have no other de- 
pendance but on it. I know no people na- 
turally more indolent than the common 
people in Denmark ; but in the moft popu- 
lous 
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Idus parts of Holland, they are not more 
a6live . and indufcious than all the people 
on my eilate ; which change has been ef- 
fected mefely by throwing them into the 
purfuit of gain, and letting thfem quietly 
enjoy it. The natural increafe of mankind 
is prodigious, when marriages are no bur- 
then, but children riches; and I am fo 
ftrongly convinced of this truth, that I can- 
not help confidering, with fome degree of 
furprize, the condu6l of fevcral potentates, 
who feek to people their defarts by impor- 
tations of foreigners, and, at the fame time, 
continue to keep their peafants in an ab- 
folute ftate of flavery. Nothing can effec- 
tually people any country but the natural 
increafe of its own inhabitants, accelerated 
by fuch good and wholefome laws and in- 
ftitutes as fecure their freedom and pro- 
perty, and take off every idea of children 
being burthenfome. 

Another refle6lion, Vvhich I have made 
from the progrefs and event of my own un- 
dertakings, is on the balance, if I may fo 
exprefs myfelf, of agriculture and com- 
merce. My view in eitablifhing manufac- 
tures on my eftate, and opening fome de- 
gree of trade, was to give a fubfiftance to 
people, for whom I wiflied to form a mar- 
ket. 
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kct for the produds of my lands. This 
hands employed in cultivating them, evert 
in the higheft perfedtion to which huf* 
bandry if capable of being carried, cjtnnot 
confumc the produ6l, the furplus miift there-* 
fore be fold; but a regular market, at a 
good price, was not to bft had, and the 
confequence of which is always an c^* 
flrucaion to all improvements ; to remedy 
this, I faw clearly that nothing would be 
cffeftual, but increafing the people, and 
giving the new hands other meant of em- 
ployment than agriculture 5 becaufe, if I 
employed them in raifing food alfo, I fhouli^ 
only be increafing the former evil; here 
therefore, I called in commerce to my aid, 
I eftabliflied fome fabrics, and raifed a tOiWft 
that provided no food, but was coafequently 
to be fed by the furrouftding cdurttryi 
this gave me the market I wanted for the 
land produ6ts. Here now arifes t4ie que(^ 
tion, fliould the manufaftures and trade be 
puftied on to as great a height as pdffible, 
or ftiould they be kept in the ev€n propor>* 
tion to the market wanted by the farmers ? 
In other words, (hould the trade be made ^ 
principal obje6l, or Ihould it be kept en** 
lirely fubfervient to agriculture i 

This 
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This is a queftion which involves in it 
the whole circle of all the politics which have 
(o long agitated the world. I am far enough 
from being able to give a definition of the 
dired: line of propriety, but I will tell you* 
what is my idea of conduft, for my own 
little concerns, and you will be able to 
judge whether if will be at all applicable to 
the conduft of nations. I was ever of 
opinion, that in all improvements of thi 
fort, which I have undertaken, permanency 
is an objefk that is never to be, loft light of^ 
for ever fuch brilliant promifes> if they are 
not evidently lading; an improvement of 
land, of manufadure, of trade, defervesf 
not thfe name, if it lafts but for a fsafon: 
hence it is, that the greateft immediate cff^Gt 
is not always the moft inviting, if the per- 
manency of fuccefs be not equal to it. My 
£rft motive of undertaking improvements, 
Was to increafe my revenue; and in reafoning 
upon the effeft, we ought to fuppofe, I have 
titever fince had any other motive, though* 
in reality, the pleafure of beholding my 
tifing fuccefs, in making fo many peopb 
happy, has been, by degrees, a much ftrgnge^ 
initecement ; this, however, js to be throwri 
out of the queftion, &nd thfe principal aim 
of all the undertakingsi fupj^fed to be the 

gaining 
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gaining from my eftate a^ great, clear, and 
permanent revenue as poflible. 

In this view of the cafe, I am inclined to 
believe, that trade and manufadlure fhould 
be carried no further than the benefit of 
land improvements require ; that they may 
be made to bring in a great revenue, I have 
not a doubt ; but I am equally clear, that 
they become very precarious, the moment 
you pufh them beyond their connedtion with 
agriculture ; they are then open to the ri- 
valfhip of other places and countries ; they 
have no real foundation, depending upon 
the fiftitious amount of fobriety and mo- 
deration, which are the effentials of induftry; 
and at the fame time, the quantity of weailth 
gained, is a furc mpans of introducing a de- 
gree of expence, commonly called luxury, 
which muft inevitably deftroy both* Pufh- 
ing fabrics and commerce as far as poflible, 
is the fure way to become immenfely rich ; 
but my memory gives me no inftance, in 
which great wesilth has not accelerated the 
ruin of eyery nation in vvhich it has been 
found. Another circumftance, tending to 
the fame point, is, that manufaftures in 
their infancy, and the beginning of their 
progrefs, have always , for their objects 
works of real and lafting utility works 

which 
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which every where command a ready price 1 
but when they come to attain great iplen- 
dor, they bufy therafelves more upon objedt? 
of hixury and elegance, the cbnfequence 
ef which is a precarious fale, and fpeedy 
competition. 

I have not a doubt but I could, by con-r 
centratirig my attention to the fabrics I have 
eftabiiihed, and increaling the trade of my 
port to a great degree, make in houfc-rents 
alone, and tolls, with a few other articles of 
profit, a very great revenue ; but as reafon 
teaches me to look to the permanency of 
fuch a revenue, and as L am clear it would 
not have that ample duration which I 
covet, my prefent intention is to make both 
fabrics and trade entirely fubfervient to my 
hu£bandry; only with an intention to apply 
that quantum of trade to the beft purpofe, 
by having euough to freight my veffels in 
as well as out, and out as well as in, and 
to make every part be afliftant to every 
other part. With this view, when once 
every acre of my eftate is fully improved, 
and a market provided for all its produds, 
at a good price, not an high one (becaufe . 
extremes are not permanent) I fhall then 
flop the increafe of the town, by raifing no 
more buildings ^ and alfo buUd no more 

Vol, II, O fhips. 
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(hips, than fufficient to keep up the num^ 
ber, proper for that degree of trade which 
the manufadtures require. If I am content 
with that degree of fuccefs, I have no doubt 
but it will be lafting ; becaufe the agricul- 
ture, manufaftures, and commerce of my 
territory, will be, what I efteem, balanced 
and dependant on each other, exa6tiy to the 
refpedtive amount of each ; and as there 
will be no fabrics wrought, but what are 
of univerfal demand, and no commerce 
pufhcd on but what the fabrics employ, 
and as all the people in each of thefc 
branches will be dependant for their pro- 
vifions and other neceflaries on the track of 
culture around them, and on no other; 
hence, . I think, all dangerous excefs is 
guarded againft, and a regular induftry will 
jnaintain itfelf, without being hurt by the 
acquilition of great riches. 

I have not a doubt of this being the moft 
profitable condud, relative to my own 
cftate, and muft own myfelf equally clear 
in its being the defirable balance even for a 
whole kingdom ; and the benefit of it is fo 
great, that I can conceive but one caufe 
of its not being attended to by thofe na- 
tions, who have made any progrefs in 
trade. They are eager tp keep ail their 

money 
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money at home, gold and filver fluffs are 
worn at court: why, fays the manufadtur- 
ing minifler, fhould not your Majefly's fub- 
jefts make thefe fluffs, if they wekr them, 
and keep ^he money at home, which we 
have paid to foreigners for them ? Such is 
the origin of the eflablifhment of fuch ma- 
nufaflures -, but furely miniflers fhould re- 
fie6t, that there are few luxurious countries 
in the world, and none in Europe, wherein 
all things ufed cair be made at home, and 
the exportation of money confequently 
flopped : it is a chimerical idea, and fearch- 
ing for a phantom here. .Look into the 
richefl countries in the Eafl Indies; are 
they fiourifhing in proportion to their 
wealth ? Is it not almofl in the inverfe 
proportion ? Why therefore feek for a de- 
gree of riches which cannot be attained, but, 
if once gained, would be ruinous? Had I 
the honour of being aminifter of ftate, 
therefore, I would recommend to my maf- 
ter, to encourage none but ipanufaftures 
which work upon objeds of the firfl utility, 
and make them fubfervient to the highefl 
improvement of the lands of which they 
were capable of attaining. I fhould not 
then leave a pofterity to fall into that un- 
happy declenfion which all nations, flates, 

O z and 
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and cities experience, who drive their manu^ 
fa(3:ures and trade to the utmoft bounds* " 

Upon this reafoning of the Count*s> 
which I thought, in general, as conclufive 
as poflible, I made only one objedion. I 
replied, that there fcemed to be one circum- 
ftance of which he did not appear to be 
guarded againft, and that was the impof- 
fibility of rendering any thing permanent ; 
that all human affairs were cxpofed to vicif- 
litudes, that nothing could be permanent^ 
not agriculture any more than manufac- 
tures, or commerce, and therefore, if he 
founded his argument upon the permanency 
alone of his eftablifhments, it might not 
prove fo ftrongly againft a great trade. To 
this the Count returned as follows : 

The want of ftability, of which ycru 
complain, has in all the inft^nces at pre- 
fent in my memory, been owing to the cx- 
cefs I fpoke of. The ruin of all the great 
empires, kingdoms, ftates, and particular 
cities, which have been famous in the 
world, has been entirely owing to that ex- 
cefs of luxury, which ever fprings from the 
acquifition of yaft wealth. That there is 
fuch a thing as permanency, is furely evi- 
dent from thofe nations being now in be- 
ings who are the lineal defcendants of the 

people 
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people who overturned the Roman em- 
pire; and although fucceffive revolutions 
happened, in the various kingdoms they 
formed, yet the nations from which they 
iprung, depending entirely on agricul- 
ture, or other products of the earth, have 
ever continued permanent on the fame 
ground ; witnefs your own neighbours, the 
highland Scots and the Welch 5 alfo the 
-l^orwegians, Swedes, and Danes; from. 
whence I think it extremely evident, that 
this want of ftability is totally owing to 
the dependance on trade, manufa6lures, and 
the wealth which they procure. Another 
inftance to prove that agriculture is a vqry 
different predicament from fabrics and com- • 
merce, is that of Flanders, which I take to 
be the beft cultivated country in Europe ; 
no part of the world has feen more nu- 
merous revolutions, or become more often 
the feat of inceffant wars, yet cultivation is, 
at this day, in very high perfe<Stion; and 
this, in a good meafure, I take^to be owing 
to manufa6tures and commerce hatmg 
maintained only a moderate footing there, 
about fufficient to give the peafant a quick 
and good market for all his produds. 

But it 10 time. Sir, faid he, to have done 
with national interefls, which to the moft 

O 3 in- 
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ingenious and penetrating perfons arc very 
difficult to be underftood, and yet more 
difficult ta reduce to pradtical rules, I (hall 
therefore again return to myfelf. There i^ 
one circumftance to be noted, which is the 
levying the royal revenue. The King has 
the tenth of all land products, and this, in 
many parts of the kingdom, is? gathered in 
k-ind, and fold by his fuperintendants ; but 
landlords may compound, though the com- 
pofition is generally high. I would not 
have the real tenth taken from my peafants 
pn any confideratipn whatever, and thercr 
fore pay a pretty high compofition for the 
part of my eftate in old culture; as to' all 
the reft of it, by a late edi£l, which de?- 
ferves to be written in letters of gold, all 
new improvements are exempted from all 
taxes, for the life of thofe who effeft them ; 
which is a meafure, that I am amazed does 
not inftigate more of the nobility to im- 
prove their wafte tracks. I have remarked 
in travelling through the kingdom, that the 
peafants, in thofe parts where taxes are col- 
lefted in kiud, through a miftaken avarice 
in their landlords, are the moft poor and 
iniferable in the nation, 2ind the leaft iur 
plitiable to make any efforts of improvement, 
ipiif, ho^syer, I muft remark another cii3-» 

^umftance. 
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cumftance, which is a mortal enemy to 
all cultivation of wafte tracks, which is the 
rage our nobility have for hunting; their 
wild uncultivated eftates are fitter for this 
diverfion than if the whole was covered 
with corn and grafs; and this, I believe^ 
keeps many of them froip any fuch thoughts ; 
and even thpfe, who do fmall matters in 
hufbandry, will allow of no fences being 
made to interrupt their hunting ; no won-, 
der, therefore, that they continue wafte^ 
Thank heaven, our laws confine eveiy man 
to his own land, unlefs he has licence from 
his neighbours, which is common to give ; 
but I have never had it from others, and 
have always refufe4 it; the ravages com- 
mitted by hunting in this country, much 
exceed any thing you have any conception 
of in England. Had I followed this diver** 
fion myfelf, or allowed it to others upont 
my land, all my wifhed for improvements 
would have been infinitely retarded, and al- 
ways fubjeft to unbounded mifchiefs. I anx 
Jucky in having no foreft of the King's conti- 
guous to me ; though, if I had, I (hguld ha^^q, 
furrounded all my cultivated tracks, with 
fences impenetrable to the deer and boars; 
but in general, no care is taken to keep thenx 

Q 4 om 
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out of the farms, and the mifchief they do 
is prodigious. 

I find from expeiience, that all thefe at- 
tentions are neceflary to the encouragement 
of agriculture; and nothing but fuch an 
encouragement, can carry the eftates of in- 
dividuals to that degree of improvement, 
which will prove really advantageous to 
their fortunes : nor fhould I have omitted 
to have fhewn you a farm on my eftate, 
which ijs pregnant with another leffon of 
fome confequence: it is a track of land, 
managed by a younger brother of mine, 
who pays me rent for it, on the principal 
part of which I have built him fuch con- 
veniencies as he moft wants. It was a pro- 
pofition of his owuj he was bred to the 
,army, and ferved fome years, but meeting 
with fome difappointments in promotion, 
he obtained leave to fell out, and retiring 
in difguft to my caftle, he lived a year 
with me in idlenefs ; but having a conftant 
pi6lure of an adtive hufbandry before his 
eyes, it by degrees attra6led his attention, 
and he made the propofal himfelf to me, 
faying, that he fhould like to try a little 
farm, to fee if pra6lice vrould give him a 
degree of knowledge in it, and at th« fame 
time increafe his inclination for it. I was 

pleafed 
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pleafed with the thought, and ilnmedkteljr 
told him, that he fhould have the choice o£ 
all my farms : but he faid, he fhould like 
beft a piece taken out of the foreft, in a re- 
mote fpot, where he fhould be by himfelf ; 
and I accordingly built him a convenient 
houfe, upon a plan of his own, with the 
^iSces he defired, and inclofed for him fe- 
veral fields, which he has increafed fince, 
and which he cultivates and manages in a 
whimfical manner, after his own fancy. 
Jiis houfe is fome miles out of the roads 
where I carried you, or I fhould have fhewn 
you his farm ; but he is at prefent in Flan- 
ders, where he is gone to execute a commif^ 
fipn for me. 

The inflance has furniflied me with many 
reflexions. In moft of the European mo- 
narchies, the profeflion of arms has been 
thought the only bufinefs worthy the at- 
tention of a young nobleman ; and this has 
been carried to fo great a pitch, that all 
fuch, who do not inherit th? family cflates, 
an4 indeed moft that do, enter into the mi- 
litary life ; the Gonfequence of this is, that 
the culture of the earth is abondoned to^the 
attention and the weak efforts of a popr^ 
exhaufled, and oppreffed race of peafants. 
What can be expeded from ^Ucl^ cultivators, 

but 
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but a hufbandry that fcarcely ever rifes abova 
mediocrity ? Would our young nobility ap- 
ply to agriculture, they furely would render 
better fervice to their country, and would 
find the life as agreeable as that of arms ^ 
for if we examine the beft fervices in Eu* 
rope, we fhall find that the pay is utterly 
incoftipetent to the expenfive life they ar* 
thrown into; and this is fo generally and to 
fo great a degree the cafe, that three fourths 
of all the officers in Europe are but a re- 
move from beggars. Unlooked for pro- 
motions make, upon the whole, very poor 
amends for fuch a regular life of poverty^ 
But in the culture of tha earth, the young 
nobility and gentry would find, if they gave 
an aftive attention to it, far better revenuesj^ 
with much lefs expenfive life than any fcr^ 
vice can confer; and, at the fame time, the 
profeffion has nothing diihonourable in it„ 
and every exertion made, would tend to pro- 
mote, in the higheft degree, the interefts of 
their country ; for it muft certainly be of 
great advantage to any calling of profeffion„ 
to throw into the praftice of it the people 
of the firft rank, greateft fortune, and bift 
education in the ftate, inftead of leaving it 
totally to the very loweft and pooreft ranks. 
It would be amazing, if the latter made 
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any improvements in the courfe of centuries^ 
and it would be equally furprizing if the 
other did not, 

I fpent four days moft agreeably with the 
Count, in being fhewn wonders of his own 
creation, and liftening to fuch philofophir- 
cal difcourfes as thefe. I thought his fen- 
timents fo peculiarly juft, and his maxims 
'drawn fo judicially from experience, that I 
failed not, when retired to my apartmeiit, 
to throw upon paper the converfations of 
the day ; and I muft be allowed to remark, 
that I think they would have done honour 
to the brighteft genius of England, France, 
or Italy, much more are they to be com- 
mended when found among the waftes and 
bogs of Denmark. The Count hearing 
from me the route I was to go, gave me 
letters of recommendation to the Count dc 
Smikelanc, and the Baron Rofenburg, both 
at Copenhagen ; adding at the fame time, 
that they were men of underftanding and 
reflexion, and would give me fome infor- 
mation on the prefent ftatc of Denmark, 
more valuable than I fhould gain from a 
minifter. He alfo gave me a letter to M. dc 
Verfpot, at his caftle in the mountains of 
Middlepade Sweden ; a worthy patriot, he 
^aid, vvho vs^ould ihew me jnany improve- 
ments 
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jncnts more worthy of my attention than 
his own i but I replied to the impoffibility 
cf that. Then taking my leave of the Count, 
and particularly requefting his company in 
NorthamptoniShtirc, in cafe he ever caroe to 
England again, I fet forward once more 
towai'ds Hodfedburg the fecond of Septem- 
ber. 

I got to that place to dinner, and alight- 
ing at a very indifferent inn, I had reafon 
enough to regret leaving the hofpitable ta- 
,ble of the Count de Roncellen : The men- 
tion of which however, reminds me to ob- 
ferve one thing, which is, that nobleman's 
fortune is now, 1 apprehend, as confidera- 
ble as the greateft eftates in England, and 
yet his way of living in the caftle, is not fu- 
perior to that of an Englifh gentleman with 
an eftate of two or three thoufand pounds a 
year. His table was alv/ays well fprcad with 
plenty of every thing that was in feafon, but 
then his own eftate produces every thing but 
fugar, fpices, and wine ; he has river and 
fea fifh in great perfection ; his foreft yields 
him venifon and game, and other parts jo£ 
his land plenty of wild fowl ; ' all which, 
with the cultivated produ6ls, afford ample 
materials for a regular table. In his wines, 
ht is by no means expenfive, and his drefs, 

comparatively 
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comparatively fpeaking, cofts him nothing. 
All his revenue therefore, which increafes 
much every year, is expended, as fail as it 
comes in, in the noble undertakings of 
which I have given an account. Such ani 
expenditure does as much benefit to the 
iiate, as honour to himfelf, and is a way of 
laying but a great income that can never be 
fufRciently praifed. 

Perhaps alfo it is as full of enjoyment as 
any other difpofition of it can be : Let us 
fuppofe an Englifh nobleman of thirty or 
forty thoufand pounds a year living in the 
ufual CQurfe of diffipation, ele6tioneering,and 
gaming, (which are the three channels th^ 
tifually wafte the greatcft eftates,) and you 
will ever fee in them a fpecies of remorfe and 
difguil at the cramp t fituation which fuc- 
ceffive mortgages bring on; but if the in- 
come is not exceeded, the expen<liture of it 
gives but a momentary pleafure, and never 
a lafling fatisfadlion, befides being through- 
out life continually under the regret of, in-- 
ceflant difappointments. Such a life muft 
furely be many degrees removed from an 
happy or a chearf ul one ; but, on the con- 
trary, let us figure to ourfelves, a noble- 
man fpending fuch an income the year round 
upon the fpot that 5 ields it him ; in build- 
ing. 
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ingi planting, improving waftcs, maldng 
i^oads, cutting canals, fixing maniifaftures, 
opening harbours, attrafting commerce, irt 
a word, executing nobk works as the Count 
de Roncellen has employed fo much of his 
time iii. Is it poflible to doubt of fuch an: 
employment of a great fortune being infi- 
nitely fuperior, in felf fatisfaftionand enjoy- 
ment, to the other difpofitiori of it ? There i^ 
fcarcely any other but what at leaft threa- 
tens a wafting and decline of it. This alone 
infures an increafe; and adding every day 
to a man's wealth, at the fame time that 
every fhilling he makes is more beneficial 
to the community than to himfelf. It 
would befurprizing if every nobleman thus 
laid out his fortune ; but fure it is equally 
forprizing, that out of fo many great eftates i 
in every kingdom, the examples of it fhould 
be fo very rare. We miift attribute it to the 
great power of a general luxury, which is 
now fpread through all the kingdoms of 
Europ,e ; which carries everything and every 
body to the capital of each country; it is 
the defertion of the country which occafions 
this univerfal expence in vanity, diflipa- 
tion, and gaming. It is the general herding 
together in great cities, and fixing all eyes on 
^e Court, and the prince, that brings all 

landlords 
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landlords of great eftates among the poorcft 
people in a kingdom, or at leaft the moil 
needy ; for they every day attempt to move 
in a vortcx> where the greatest eftates can- 
not laft long* Throughout Europe, at 
leaft through all the countries I have been 
in, this is generally the cafe. Eftates in the 
provinces are left to the management of fte- 
wards and agents, who make an equal pro- 
perty of the landlord and his tenants, fleece- 
ing both unmercifully. While things arc 
in fuch a train, it is not at all to be won- 
dered at, that improvements in agriculture 
arc rare. 

Hodfedburg, is a little town, well fitua- 
ted on a pretty river, upon which I ob- 
fcrvcd fome fmall craft, a fign that the in- 
habitants carry on a trade ; I had good fifli 
here. The country is tolerably well culti- 
vated, except the marflies, which are all in 
the ftate of nature, having never been at- 
tempted to be drained. They cultivate 
many of the turnips here with cabbage 
leaves ; but none of the crops, nor the ap- 
pearance of the culture, were any thing 
comparable to my friend the Count's. 
Leaving tjais place, I reached Lemwijg by. 
night, the country continuing pretty good. 
That town is oddly fituated on a fmall bay 

within 
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within ten miles of the fea, and is without 
any trade or fhipping, but fmall fiftiing craft; 
the reafon is, that it has no communication 
with the German ocean, the bay, on which 
it (lands, being in the great lake, which ex- 
tends quite acrofs Jutland, and fails into 
the Baltick, if I may fo call the gulf which 
leads to the Sound. There is nothing wor- 
thy of obfervation in the town* I had the 
misfortune of a dirty, difagreeablc inn, where 
I found my own bed a comfort 5 I fhould 
have been in a bad plight had I been with- 
out it. 

The third of September was fuHy em-» 
ployed in reaching Nikiobing, at the dif- 
tance of about four and twenty miles ; but 
I was much detained by two ferries, the wa- 
termen of which were fo aukward, ' and their 
boats fo fmall, that I was very near lofing a 
horfe, and breaking my chaifc in pieces. 
Nikiobing is fituated on an ifland in the 
Lake, which they call the gulf of Limford. 
It is chiefly applied to paflurage; I faw fcarce- 
ly any corn or ftubbles. The town is pretty 
large, but feems very poor. I met again 
with very bad accommodation, and the 
people of the inn were not at all cleanly. 
On the fourth I reached Aalburg, which is 
on the gulf of Limford, and fituated 

wher« 
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^'hcre if is contradled to the fize of a 'fine 
river. This voyage is near forty milesi but 
a fine j)nfk wind carried us along at a great 
fate^ tliey lyiade me pay five ducats for the 
floop. It is a moft plcafant and romantic 
.voyage, the gulf running through a variety 
of country^ fome cultivated, but moft wafte. 
There are many hills, mountains, forefts, 
and heaths, with feveral iflands in the gulf, 
which are inhabited by fiftiermen ; and the 
i|)Ots being woody, make a very agreeable 
appearance. One or two of thefc iilands are 
very beautiful. 

Aalbourg is the fee of a bifhpp, and a 
place of Tome trade, and there are alfo a few 
fabrics here of woollen goo^s, fixed at the 
King's expence ; but they do not fcem to be 
in any flourifjiing fituation, chiefly from 
want of fupport and attention to the coiit 
dudt of them. The introdu6lion of any 
thing of this fort is of but little confcT 
quence, unlefs there ie a ftanding attention 
to their increafe and welfare. 

Leaving Aalburg, I fet out on the fifth 
for Wyburg, which I reached by night, the 
diftance is thirty miles ; it was a hard day's 
work for the extreme badnefs of the roads, 
which run mo/l of the way through barren, 
mountainQUS tracks, ^nd boundlefs moors 
. YoL. II. P and 
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and foreftsi a difmal dreary track, wluch 
wants a Count de Roncellen for its poEefTor ; 
fuch a man would prfefcntly make it carry a 
very different countenance. Thefe waftes 
are all well watered with ftrcamsf, and the 
foil is in general very good, much of it deep 
and free from ftones, though fomc tracks 
are full of them, and rocky, but none that 
might hot be applied to many very ufeful 
purp6fes, were they in the hands of aftive, 
and wealthy induftry. Wyburg is the fee. of a 
bifhop, and alio the rcfidence of a provin* 
cial court of jufticc ; but it is neverthelefs^a 
very inconfiderable place. 

In the morning of the fixth, I took the 
road for Randers ; the diftance is fourteen 
miles, and the road being tolerable, I. got 
there to breakfaft-i the road runs by the fide 
of a pretty river moft of the way, upon the 
banks of which are fome cultivated mea- 
dows, andaJfofornc arable lands in culture. 
All this country is thinly fcattered with lit- 
tle ftfaggling villages, the refidence of the 
peafants ; but from Aalburg hither, which 
is near fifty miles, I havefeen but two gen- 
tlemens country feats, and thofe make no 
great figure. 1 dined at Arhus, a place of 
fome trade, being a fea port, about twelve 
miles from Randers, after which I had thir- 
teen 
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tefen more to Horfens, where I got to fup-* 
per. This is alfo a fea port, €ind here I met 
with veiy civil people at the inn, and clean- 
ly, who gave me a difh of excellent fifh for 
rtiy flipper, and a bottle of as good claret 
as I remember to have drank, which fur- 
prized me much. The King has great de- 
mefns in the country I had paiTed, and 
upon which has been planted fome colonies 
of poor Germans ; they had lands lett them 
upon leale, which they cultivate better than 
their neighbours the Danes; but they dp 
not feem to.be good hulbandmen, as they 
fix only upon the dry lands, whereas the 
ftiarfhes drained would prove much the 
richer of the two. Though this attention/^ 
had been given to peopling thefe waftes, yet 
1 found very little care had fince been taken 
to increafe the numbers; or to give furh 
encouragement to them, as to enable them , 
to execute any thing confiderable in im^ 
provements. 

Leaving Horfens, 1 breakfafted on the 
feventh at Weile, which, though a fmall 
place, is pretty well built. The ftreets are 
ftrait and tolerably paved, and ^he houfes 
well built of brick. It has a commodious 
hafbour, on a bay which falls into the Bal- 
tic, by means of which, it .^^arries on a 
; > P 2 pretty 
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pretty good trade. But I may remark, that 
the inhabitants of all thefc little poft towns 
fcem much to want encouragement in their 
trade; they would all flourifti very tolerably, 
if they had a cultivated coimtry, with fome 
manufaftures behind them. Many favour- 
able circumftances muft unite in ,a port to 
create a trade, where the export confifts o^ 
nothing but a fcanty produdl of mere natural 
commodities ; trade confifts of and depends 
upon Exportation reciprocal to the impor- 
tation ; but the genial misfortune in the. 
commerce of fuch little ports, is a failure of 
the exportation part;, .all of them, as far a* 
the demand reaches, ^re free enough at im- 
porting. This is a fure trade, to the nier- 
chant,' as moft branches are, in which gold 
and filver are the conimodities exported for 
the produds and manufaflures of other 
countries. Indeed the. Danifli ports have 
the general misfortune of being deficient in in- 
land navigation, having nothing to depend 
upon but the mere circulation of the town, 
. which is in general very confined. Trade 
depends much on manufadiures, and not. a 
liJttle on a fl'ourifhing agriculture. Neither 
of thefe are commpn in Denmark f we are 
not therefore to wonder, .that the genera) 
commerce of the kingjion^ is confined. • 

J ^L From 
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, From Weilc I reached Kolding by din- 
ner; the diftance is twelve miles. This i6 
a very pretty town, beautifully fitiiated ; it 
contains fome trade, and a royal palace $ 
but it has nothing in it that is worthy of a 
traveller's notice, though the inhabitants 
make a great matter of it, as if it was the 
Verfaillcs of the North. The King iiai 
fome confiderable^emefns around this toWn, 
and raifes a revenue by ^ toll upon all cattle 
which pafs^ the bridge, and which amount* 
to a confiderable fum ,- for moA: that ar(& 
driven from Jutland for the Dutch drovers, 
which are very numerous, pay here half a. 
.dollar a head. The country from Horfeni 
to Weile is tplerably well cultivated. The 
peafants were carrying in part of their har- 
vcfts, as I paffed, and I remarked that they 
did not flow their corn in barns, but built it 
on ftacks. This is not' common in Den- 
ifiark, which made me enquire into their 
motives for it ; they told me, that the corii 
which they ftack, proved much fuperior in 
<juahty to that which- they laid up in barns; 
it drying fo much better. I had apprehend- 
ed that it was thcough. the landlortl*s beitig 
-fparing in the expence of their buildings, 
but tbis was a reafon of which 1 was not at 
all aware, but ki >iiftnef« Ucavctoxhe 
P J judgrnent 
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judgment of my readers. They affured me, 
that not only the grjun, but alfo the ftraw, 
was much more valuable out of a ftack 
than out of a barn* 

From Kolding I got to Haderflielbe by 
night, which was fourteen miles, through a 
country much fuperipr in cultivation to any 
I had lately pafled; moft of their wafte 
tracks had been ^ of late improved, and 
many acres, that not many years fince w^re 
gU covered with forefts, are now in a ftate of 
profit for their owners. This has been to- 
tally owing to an emancipation of the pea- 
sants. It was found that the earth would 
jiever be well cultivated by mere flaves, and 
afting confiftently with this juft idea, has 
had the defired cfFeft. 

The eighth, I fet out in the morning for 
Ferftedfe, a place on the Baltic, on the Lit- 
tle Belt, within fight of the Ifle of Funen ; 
the diftance ^bout eleven miles, through a 
country which continues all well cultivated; 
part of it belongs to the King, and part to 
fi nobleman, who feems to have a notion of 
good huibandry, from the appearance of the 
inclofures near his boufe. At Oiby, near 
the fea, I remarked, the peafants were ma<- 
jiuring a large field, with fomcthing that 
looked like.arcddiib marli but on enquiry, 

I 
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I found it was a mixture, of-fea-wced, (hore-^ 
mud^ and fand, which they had laid in very 
great heaps, and were now carting it into 
a fallow for wheat. They informed me, 
that the . improvement brought by this fort 
of manure was very great and lafting ; that 
they reaped crops, more abundant for it, asr 
five to three after feveral years, but at firft 
doubly good. They were not however exe- 
cuting this for themfelves, but their Lord^ 
who reiides in the neighbov^rhood« 
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caflle. From delays^ and the want of ai 
good wind, it was late in the afternoon be^ 
fore we reached the coaft of Zealand, and 
I could get no further than Slagel that 
night, which is a little infigniiicant town^ 
where I met with very bad accomodation of 
all forts. 

On the morning of the loth I fet out for 
Roflcild, on the way to Copcaahagen, the 
diftance of twenty two miles. This country 
is nearly equal to Ftiuen 5 it is all well 
fpread with cultivation,, and rifing and 
falling in pretty hills and dale^^ with woods 
and meadows, fome of which have late^ 
ly been marihe$» but drained; and their 
hufbandry fcems to be very good. In 
the great church here, I was fhewn the mo»- 
numents of many Kings of Denmark; this 
being their burying place: here is one of 
, Harold VI. King of Denmark, England, and 
Norway, who was the founder of this 
church ; there is al£> one in black marble^i 
of the famous Queen Margaret. They 
like wife fhow a gfeat whetfton^ here, which, 
they fay, was fent to this Queen by Albert 
King of Sweden, in derifibn, intimating 
thereby, that women, (hould (harp their 
needles, inftead.of aiming at war; but ther 
wit, which i« very poor, was better an** 

fwered 
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ing wheat ; and I obferved that ' it was all 
on ploughed ground, and not on clover ftub-* 
bk 5 and all the wheat land was manuring, 
Funen has no mountains or rocks, but con- 
fifts of gentle hills and declivities, with fine 
fpreading vales ; forae of the higher grounds 
are prettily topped with woods,, and there 
being many rivulets, the whole country is 
beautiful, and refemblcs many agreeable 
tracks in England, • Thfe peafants here are 
in many parts free, but in others they con- 
finue in a ftate of villainage ; and it is very 
cafy to fee, by the different appearance of the 
landis, the bad efFefts of keeping them fo. 
There is alfo plenty of good paftures and 
meadows in this country, and numerous herds 
of black cattle and hogs ; and the horfes I 
think have a better appearance than elfe- 
where. I obferved many colts marked, 
which 1 found, on etiquiry, were for the 
King, who demands a certain number every 
year at a. fixed price; aaad thefe arc trained 
for the cavalry* 

Early on the 9th I w«it to Nuborg, be- 
ing tlie port at which' you take (hipping to 
crofs the Great Belt into Zealand. It con- 
tains a good port, and has a little trade; it 
once was very ftrong, but now has nothing 
but, the ruins-.of its old fortifications and 

caftle. 
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country! have juft cfcfcribed^ this mdces 
it by nature ftrong, and the numerous 
works added to it, in the modem ftile of 
fortification, incrcafc the ftrcngth greatly. 
The moft Ariking objedl, is the harbour and 
the naval arfenal ; it is capacious enough 
to hold five hundred men of war, and yet 
only one fhip can come in at a tlme^ the 
eritrance, finall- as it is, is defended fay fe« 
ycral batteries of great guns ; and there are 
feveral platforms near it, with three forts* 
There are no tides in the fialtick, but the 
depth of water in the harbour, renders it 
perfeftly fecure for the grcateft (hips^ »fo 
that it is juftly reckoned one of the heft ha- 
, vens in the world. The King's fleet (for this 
is the principal port for his men of war, and 
the only one for great fhips) lies regularly 
arranged between booms, and againftthem 
magazines, with the name of each fliip on 
the door of the ftore rooms, belonging to her; 
and every thing is kept in the compkateft 
order. The admiralty is on the havejn, which 
cont^iins, befides thefe magazines> nume- 
rous others ; the arfenal is veiy well fur- 
niched with cannon, and other military 
llores i and adjoining to thcfc buildings, is 
a citadel, which cominands the harbour- . 

The 
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The King's palace is a. fine buildir^g, rerf 
fpacipus, and fome of the apartments mag-* 
nificent, but I had heard it repreiented ia 
fuch a pompous manner, that I was much 
difappointed. The court is as brilliant as 
any I have feen j it is a pailitary one, for 
the number of officers is great ; the very 
garrifoH of Copenhagen alone amounts to 
near ten thoufand men, befides the King's 
guards, which are a very finj:, Ihewy, and 
well difciplined fet of men.' The ftaiid-. 
ing forces of the kingdom are about forty 
tboufand -nacu, fourteen thoufand of which 
are cavalry, and the reft infantry ; a con- ' 
fiderable number of thafe are mih'tia, but 
then the jmilitia of this country is as re-, 
gularly and as well difdplined as the re- - 
gular troops^ and for about two months 
in the year, they arc embodied, and in ac- 
tual difcipline J a part of- which time, they 
form the garrifon of Copenhagen, and are 
immediately under the eye of the King, 
This fyftpm makes them as good troops 
as any others in thefervice.j and by allow- 
ing theiii to follow their refpeaive trades, 
the kingdom does not receive quite fo much 
mifchief, as if they were in arms all th« 
yeai- round. 

The . 
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The troops of Denmark, have a very good 
eharadcr for bravery and obedience, the 
two great efTentials in a foldier; but the 
number kept up is much greater than it 
ought to be, fince Denmark furniflies nine 
tenths of them, Norway fupplying only fea- 
men; and their rocky, boifterous coaft 
forms them fo bold and hardy, that hoiie 
are accounted better. None of the do- 
minions, except partial diftrids, are well 
peopled; and fuch a numerous body of 
troops, many of whom are taken from 
their own peafants, is doing a great mif* 
chief tx) agriculture. Indeed the defpatifm 
of the monarchy is fo great, that many of the 
regiments are filled with foreigners, parti- 
cularly Germans and Poles ; and there are 
great numbers of foreign officers in ajl 
the corps; this is to keep the nation in 
the more fevere obedience, a precaution 
that does not feem very neceflary, for fince 
the unaccountable revolution, which threw 
the liberties of the people into the hands of 
the crown, there has fcarcely been the fha- 
dow of a revolt ; the Princes that have fat 
upon the throne of Denmark have been, 
fmce that revolution, remarkable foF their 
abilities, and for purfuing the real interefts 
of the couhtr}^, as well as defpots can do 

iti 
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tti which has probably been attended with- 
this great cfFeift, in keeping the nobles frooi 
all thoughts of throwing off the yoke. 

It has been common in many hiftorians 
and political writers, to fpeak of the go- 
vemmcnt of Denmark, as an abfolute mo- 
narchy, founded on the right and juftice of a 
free gift, but nothing can be more prcpof- 
tei'ous: indeed there is nmMng (o repugnant ^ 
to the common fenfe, and the rights of hu- 
manity in a defp<«ic government,, that no- 
thing cm be more contradi<ftory to truth, 
than a pretence to fix it upon fuch founda-* 
tions. The account of the tradfaftion, a^ 
given us by the beft authors, fets forth; 
that the commons, difgufted with the ty- 
rannical behaviour of the nobles, went in a 
pet to th« palace, and made an offer of 
their lives, liberties, and properties to the 
King, without ever alking the concurrence 
t>f the third eftate -, the nobles, which wasi 
the piincipal of the three, and who were ut- 
terly againft the meafure, as the moil uh-» 
heard of monfter in the world ; and though 
they agreed in it at laft, yet every writer 
is fufficiently clear, that it was by force 
they came into the agreement, and not till 
the gates of Copenhagen were fliut and 
guarded,, and troops polled all over the 

town. 
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iDwn. This was the free gift fa mupfe 
boafted of by fomc of the flavifli hifto-' 
rians of this country. It is cxtremejy evi- 
dent^ from the face of the tranfadtion, tfiat 
the final and complete agreement which 
gave an appearance of validity to the »6l, 
was forced, and confequently null and 
I void; but when once arbitrary power is 
creded, however iinjuftly, who is ;ta over- 
turn it ? who is to oppofc it ? who is to 
ftiew the rottenncfs of the pretences, on 
which the right to it is fouiKfed? None but 
fome bold, defpcrate, and tenthnfiaftic lovers 
of liberty, who, rifing from the flavifh con- 
dition of their brethren, dare to draw the 
fword of liberty, by defppts mtf^cjilled that 
of rebellion. The chance of fuch men be- 
ing found, and of circumftances which may 
give them fuccefs, is too great to. be looked 
for* But where is the right to that dcf- 
^j|)Otifm which the Kings of Denmark have 
aflumed ? Not in the free gift of the States, I 
think, is very clear; but even fupppfing the 
nobles had agreed in the meafure, did it from 
thence follow, that the States of the day, 
have an unlimited power to make flaves of 
all their pofterity ? I am very fenfible, that 
there are more univerfities than one, who 
would very readily give a decifion in the 

affirmative; 
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If&riliative ; but for the honour of huma-^ 
liity, I hope there arc numerous bodies of 
liien, who would difdain the reafoning ; but 
the records of the originals of all govern-* 
inents tell us very plainly^ that every coun-» 
try had originally freedom ; but in every 
kind of government, there was at theprigiii 
of it, & neceflity of granting a certain de- 
gree of power to rulers; and afterwards 
chicanery, treachery, bribery, force, and a, 
f houfand efforts were fuccfcffively made ufe 
of by them, to enlarge the power which was 
briginally granted and entrufted to them, 
for the good of th^ community, until by 
a fucceffion of frauds, a moft limited mo-* 
narchy became a deipotifni; fiich is the 
turn of human affairs in general, that liiif^ 
chiefs >Vill, and do abdund in every coniH-* 
tution t but the greateft of all others, is 
that of fuch <:hanges in a government as 
We have jufi been fpeaking of; but why 
ih(>uld men give the fanftion of. right, to 
what h« not a pretence of demanding it? 
Why fliould they not fubmit to the monflef 
of delpotk authority, without reafoning, 
likfe ilates, upon the right and property of 
oai being fo f All the world muft knowi 
that where thefe governments fubfift, they 
fubfift by force, andjiothing but force caij 
; Vol. II. Q^ keep 
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keep tlicm from being overturned by fh# 
united efforts of all the people, except a 
few, who are kept in pay by the Sovereign 2 
the number of ftanding forces, fupported 
by all abfolute monarchs, fhews plainly 
wherein they think their fecurity lies. But 
to return ; 

At Copenhagen are feveral new manu-- 
faftories, called Royal ones, from being 
eftablifhed at the King's expence; the 
chief of thefe, are the woollen ones; here 
are more than four hundred looms for 
weaving moft forts of cloths, from the 
fineft, for -the wear of the King himfelf 
and his Court, to coarfcr forts for cloathing 
the army. There are a great number of 
hands employed in thefe, and fome late 
meafures have been taken to increafe them, 
and with fuch fuccefs, that feveral perfon« 
I converfed with, affured me, if they went 
on with as good ^ progrefs in future, as 
they have done hitherto^ they would ijot 
only cloath all the army, but completely 
fupply the whole demand of Copenhagen^ 
and alfo make all that was wanted to ex^ 
port to the Eaft-Imdies, in their India fhipsi 
but I muft own, I doubt the truth of this 
intelligence, but whatever degree of accu<^ 
racy there Jtoay be in it, ftill I muft allow 

^ tii*t 
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^k thefe eftaljlifliments are very princely, 
ind arifing from a real and commendable at-* 
tentioh to the interefts of the kingdom. 

Having viewed Whatever Was worthy of. 
attention in the city of Copenhagen, I 
waited upon the Count de Smikelane> and 
the Baron de Rofenburg, with the letter 
with which my good friend the Count de 
Roncellon had favoured me. Accidentally 
I met with them both at once, fOr the 
Baron was at the former nobleman's when 
I waited on him : upon reading the letters, 
they received me with the utmoft politenefs^' 
and aiTured me, that they fliould efteem 
themfelves very happy in giving me what- 
ever information I deiired, that was in theif 
power, relative to the prefent ftate of Den-* 
mark. The Count deiired me to dine with 
him, and the Baron faid he would be of 
the party : I accepted the invitation readily, 
and the converfation I had with thefe noble* 
men- proved very inftru6live to me. 

I found the Count lived in a very mag^ 
liificent manner 5 he eat on a very filpferb 
fervicfe of plate, and the number of his gen-* 
tlemen and attendants, jfhewed that he mada 
an unufual figure. This is not the plan of 
life that M» de RonCellon delights in, but 
this .nOblepian is neverthelefs ,a very worthy 
0^2 and 
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^d a VQry fenlible matii but without tha^ 
cjithufiaftical love of improvements, whicU 
has led the Count de Roncellon to fix his 
tsfidence entirely in the country. But al- 
though this liobleman had not thus (acr i^ 
iiecd at the fhrine of utility, he allowed 
fuU honour tp his friend who had, and 
fpoke of him in the warmeft terms of friend- 
ihip and approbation; In difcourfing on his 
yidY of life, the Baron de Rofenburg ikid, 
I readily acknowledge, that M, de Roncel- 
lon defeives all that both of you can fay 
jn his favour ; but I think, there is an eflen- 
tial fault in his fyflem; his plans are all ad- 
mirably laid, and executed with a (pirit 
that commands fuccefs, and fo they will 
be as long a& he lives ; had he ten lives> all 
would be employed and exhaufled in an 
eternal round of bufinefs, but when is the 
end to he anfwercd ? When is he to enjoy 
himjfelf ? When is he to fay the work is 
done, and, with Pyrrhus, we will now fct 
down at, our eafc and be happy ? 

I did not think this, by any means, a juft 
idea of the Count and his great exertions 5 
and therefore replied, that it appeared to 
me a miftake, in thinking that the Count 
ever fixed his happinefs in the conclufion or 
eompletipn of his undertakings; but, on 
4. .« the 
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rfie contrary^ in the carrying them on t 
the greateft enjoyment he can poflefs, is td 
view daily the progrefs he makes; to at-* 
tend to the circumftances as they arife, and 
from an increafe of income^ regularly com- 
ing in, to poflfefs a power of as regularly in-< 
creafing all his works. In a word, his hap-; 
pinefs lies in tlie work itfcif, and not in thft 
fuccefs of it ; and I have no doubt, but if 
his whole eftate was fully cultivated, fei% 
town full of manufadures, and his port of 
corntnerce, thajt he would then buy mora 
wafte land, for the fatisfaftiom of empioy«^ 
ing his nioney in the way which mof^ 
conduces to his happiriefs. 

The Count de &3iikelar)e acknowledged^ 
that this was the proper light to view hia 
friend in ; but the Baron did not feem toi 
think, that much happinefs could be en-» 
joyed fo very obfcurely. During the courfo 
of the converfation, I made enquiries intci 
the ftiate of the Danifh trade and manufac-* 
tures, and into the policy refpedling thent- 
of late yearsi The Count replying to me,t 
faid that their government had, for many 
years, given great attention to every thing, 
that feemed promifing in favour' of thofcF 
objedts; that the means chiefly taken, were^ 
to lower, andj, in fome inftances, totally^ 
Q^l take 
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take off the duties upon exportation, whklt 
in feveral material articles had been fa 
high as much to cramp the induftry of the^ 
people. Anothei: means taken, added he, 
has been to encourage the building of fhips, 
and the tranfport of all commodities on 
Daniih bottoms 5 in this there has been 
fome progrefs made in feveral tawns 
of Denmark, and a few in Norway; for 
the governftient has a lift of every fhip, 
belonging to the King's dominions, and 
tegular advice of every one that is built 
or broken up;. This intelligence, which is 
had without any expence, is of the utr. 
moft importance, as. the miniftry fee at once 
ifie variations in t^ie fhipping ; if they in- 
creafe at one place remarkably, they enquire, 
and make themfelves mafter of the reafbn, 
that the fame caufe may be rendered alike 
active in other places. If th^y decrea&, 
the fame knowledge is gained, and by dif- 
covering the evil, the moment it is in being, 
are able to provide a remedy ; when th^y 
know why the Ihipping dccreafes, they can 
properly apply their encouragement, fo as 
to make it the moft efleftual. The utility of 
this meafure, has bcf^ manifefted itfelf in the 
efFefts; for I have been affured on very good 
authority, that in the laft twelve ycars^ 
thprc has be?n an iijcreaft of above thirty 

m 
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^ail of ^ips^ and at the fame time^ tha|r 
the general burthen of all is alfo inucl^ 
Jiigher, This is an extreme good fign, fo^ 
fiothing marks ^ well the ftate, of com-. 
rnerce, a^ the increafe or decreafe of national 
iJiipping ; no nations have ever made any 
figure in trade, without great quantities of 
Shipping i the thing, we know, ^ is poffible, 
but ftill, all the fads thrt hiftory gives us, 
«*e againfl: it : that nation, that is carrier 
to all the reft, will prefently be mafter of 
the trade of all the reft. He went on ; 
, Denmark, it is true, poffeffcs very ftvf 
commodities, to fend oi^t to our neighbours i 
Norway, in this rcfpeft however, is rich^ 
her, timber is an inexhauftible ftore,. for ex^ 
porting in her own fhips; but this is not the 
only objedb, for the Danifh piiniftry havp 
juftly obfervcd, that the tFade of no natioa 
is in proportion to its produ^s* Your 
•commerce in England is infinitely beyond 
what your produfts would, originally fccm 
to entitle you to; and what are the produfia 
of Holland? yet the trade of the Dutch 
has been by far the greatcft in the world. 
We think, in general, in the North, that 
the poor nations are to draw the^ tirade to 
themfelves from their rich neighbours, and 
pot upon very bad grounds^; for the great 
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wealth of thofe countries, yrlach have longf 
been in poiTeflion of much commerce, ren-» 
ders every thing in it fo dear, that its nia- 
nufaftures cannot find a fale any where but 
at home, the confequenqe of which is, that 
their trade, by degrees, migrates to much 
poorer countries. Upon thefe foundations 
it is, I apprehend, that our Daniih politic 
cians look fpr a greater commo-ce, than the 
incre line of pur pro4u6ls at firft fight cn-» 
titles them to. 

I replied, that J thought the effiats made 
of late years in the. northern kingdoms, in 
favour of comnierce, deferred the acknow* 
ledgmait of all their tt^ patrjota ; but that 
if fie would permit me, I would, give him 
myreafons, why Denmark could aot expert 
the fjyne fuccefs in trade that the Engliih 
and Dutch have ha4« The Count ^nfwffed^ 
that.he ihould be happy mbearingqiy opi- 
nion. 1 then obferved, that they h^d.^u^ 
very mjit^rial circumftanceis nwoh .ag*inil 
themi gflvernment, cliro»te, ^ a wan* 
pf produfisi I will mention the lift, firft^ 
as you hayc juft touched ppon it, Th«» 
trade of England is, I belieye,- exaifily re^, 
pulated by her pro4u<3t8, which are more 
ponfiderable and fortunate for cpmraercQ 
th?ui thpf? of any ot^r ca»fttrfes,. The cq. 



tonies^ in America are^ in this lights the 
fame as if a part of our countries ; and if 
you confider the immcnfity of their produdly 
added to that which refults from our Edt 
India tfade, our Newfoundland fifhery, and 
the prodq^ of our land, which in corn, 
wool, leather, metals^ &c. are very greal^ 
you will find the amount to be a very noble 
and confiderable foundation whereon to 
conftruft the great edifice of Britifh com^ 
iXjerce. Then if wc turn to Holland^ we 
ihall not find that nation to be wanting ini 
produd&i for what are we to efleem their 
immenfe £^aft India trade, and pofTefllon of 
fomeof the richeft countries in the known 
world, and the qaonopoly of fpices ? Alfa 
thdr herring and whale fifheriej, which 
^ey carry on to fo great an amount? Thefe 
are articles., with fcmae others which might 
be narbed, that fhew plainly the Hollanders, 
though th^y have not fuch niaterials as £ng<- 
Ja»d, have yet fomething very folid whercj-^ 
pn they build their trade. The fame con-- 
fljifions will, I apprehend, be drawn, Ipok 
to whatever nation you pleafe. France 
ponaes next in the commercial world, a 
Jcingdoni whofe trade is njinutely depeii-r 
(ieftt: on her produdts* 
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Now, Sir, the produ<as of DenmJtrk wilf 
hot allow of fuch great commerce as thofe 
• which I have mentioned. It is not of 
confequence to be minute, as you admitted 
jsi want of produds. The next reafon againft 
,your poffefling a great commerce, is the cli- 
mate. None of the $ner manufadhir^s can 
be carried on, fo as to execute them in the 
brilliancy now requifite, in very cold coun-^ 
•tries; hard frofts interrupt the workmeii 
even in England,: what therefore muA they 
do in Denmark ? There is no hdt ql^are? 
than this. But the greateft obftacle rem^9 
to be fpoken of, which is the govfernmejiti 
yon want to create a commerce without mar 
terials to conftru6t itj and fuppofing the 
thing poffible, fliould you think it £6 in aa 
abfolute monarchy ? Such an a<ftive fpirit of 
induftry and trade, as a people muft poiTefs 
who carry on fuch a commerce, could not 
exift but in a government of pcrfed freedom 
and equality. This is fo undoubtedly true» 
that we feel the effefts in England, even of 
a limited monarchy. JVherever you have a 
king, you will have a court, and ftrorig dif- 
tincflions in the ranks of focietyi a nobility, 
with privileges which fet them above the 
reft of the fubjefls. Such poflfeflbrs of landj 
enjoying greater privileges, and meeting 

with 
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with more refpeft than the mere merchant^ 
*nd manufafturer, is an abftacle to trade . 
and commerced Thefe are circumftances. 
that we feci in our trade. In England, w« 
^arce ever fee a merchant, or manufadiurer, 
raifp an hundred thoufand pounds, but he 
longs to be in the moft refpcftable clali; he^ 
purchafes land, and his counting-houfe is 
pr^fently filled with a coufin, or a nephew. - 
This keeps immenfe fums of money out of 
trade* Now in fjoiland, a man never leaves 
off trade, but the father keeps in it as long. 
as he lives^ and his fon fucceeds him in it. 
But go into France, an abfolute monarchy, 
gnd you there find, that men enter into 
commerce, not with a view to make vtvy 
great fortunes, but to gain enough to pur- 
chafe fome eftate that (hall t^ke them out of 
a clafs p/ people much dcfpifed, and rank 
them among the nqbleffe j while a manufac-* 
.turer,or trader continues among the bour- 
geois, he is generally regarded by the whole 
body of the nobklle with fome degree of 
contempt. Howthen capcommerceandmanu-r 
fadures flourifli ? If you fay they have flour-i 
iihed, I reply, the prpduds are fo great in 
<;hat kingdprn^ that they flouriOied in fpitc 
9f obftacles ; and that all the reft was the ef- 
f ei^ of regulations . and Colbert's encourage- 
. ; - ment. 
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f&ent ; which vfert admirable f<x* pfomot^^ 
ibg and increafing their commerce ; but his 
oreations were much fewer^ than generally 
foppofed. Nor is it foreign to the arga-< 
ment^ to obfervt the hard fate of the French 
manufa£tures and commerce. In 1683^ they 
were advanced to a great height^ and on the 
iiicreafe^ in 17149 all were in one general 
fuin. After thls> a wife condtt<ft» and a 
long peace^ re-eftabli£hed by degrees^ many 
' of them; fo that in 1740, the fabrics and 
comwerce of France were fiburilhing. In 
1749^ all were once more in ruin, and front 
a fiiccefsful war» fome of them agsnn revi-» 
ired and carried an outfide fliew oi fuccels iik 
J754 ; but a new war breaks out, and in 
1763 all were- again involved in a woriQ 
ftate than ever^ They have not again revi- 
ved ; and kt me remark, that every blow 
which that kingdbm has received, hath donei 
it a lafling damage, for although it has ibon 
ihewn a kind of renovation, yet it has ever 
been but a partial one. Since the death o€ 
Lewis XlV/they have nev^ pofieifed either 
the trade or fabrics they did in his reign ; and 
every fuqccflive war did them a degree of 
inifchief, which has never been -repaired- 
This has not been the cafe in free kingdoms 
andftatesi evils in fuch countries want no-- 

thing 
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thing but patience to remedy thentfeh^esu 
England has been highly flourifhiiig for a 
century and a half, and (hews not a iign of 
decays and Holland for more thm, two cen^ 
turk$; and though Oie i$ not (o powerful i^ 
war as formerlyi is yet in polTeilion of a vail 
trade. This great difference lies in the go* 
vernments. In France, the reparation o£ 
tnisfortunes; or the making any great excr^ 
tions, is done by a weight of taxes laid oa 
all the lower ranks of people, out of propor^ 
tiQn to the others. But in England an4 
Holland, all cla£Ebs bear an equal burthen i 
give whatever encouragement you will to 
commerce, ftill there will be evils inherent 
in the adminiftration of abfolute power^ 
which no care or attention can overcome* 

Both the Count and the Baron heard mt 
with politenefs and attention. The Baron 
declared himfelf of my opinion^ and at once 
condemned the idea of making Denmark a 
great trading power* Our King, faid he> 
keeps forty thoufand foldicrs in pay, and 
that is a degree of power inconfiftent with 
trade and commerce, for it is certainly 
againft trade to keep fuch an array i but 
what would become of Denmark, in the 
. ' ' ^ prefenf 
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prcfent ftate of the North, if ihc was itet 
irmcd? 

The Cotiilt did not Carry matters thus far i 
He faid, that I was certainly right in fame 
tof my principles, but that the kingdom we 
"Were then in, proved againft me in others. 
He defired me to confider the difference ih 
the trade of England, or any other country 
at different periods. You had more wool ift 
Henry the eighth's reign, than you have 
iiow ; but what comparifon is there between 
the benefit refulting to the kingdom in the 
two periods ? Then look at your corn trade, 
you had as many acres of laild in the time 
of the ancient Britons as now ; but proper 
attention, and putting all the fprings of in* 
duftry in motion, have changed the poffibi*^ 
lity in one cafe, to a certainty in the other» 
You ^Ifo beg the queftion, by flating as 
products, what are received by different na- 
tions from colonies or fifheries. Such may^^ 
for any thing you can, affert to the contrary, 
be in the power of every nation that chufc$ 
to accept of them. Why may not* Den- 
mark plant colonies in the Terra Auftralis ? 
Why may ftie not gain a fpice trade in the 
iflands of the ocean that bound the Philip* 
pines ?, Why may fhe not have her herring 
afid whale fifliery, as well as the Dutch ? 

Mod 
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Moft certainly there wants little more than 
an animated fjpirit, in pulhing all thefe mat-> 
ters to the litmoft extent^ in order to gain 
pofleffion of many things, which at prefent 
are thought far beyond the power of a na-* 
tion to attain to. The encouragement of 
commerce, manufai^ures, the arts and agri^ 
culture, will effeft every thing ; it is of lit- 
tle confequence to afk, what government 
a country is under. The moCt trading na- 
tions in the world inhabit Afia, and jive 
under defpotic monarchs, and have not even 
the advantage of any encouragement but 
that of lucre. Look at France, when fhc 
was a mixed government, and behold her 
now ; fee the amazing imiprovements, which 
have taken place in RuiQa, and all efFeded 
by the abfolute will of a monarch. 
. I replied, that this was all very true, and 
that I believe, I might have ufed expref- 
fions rather too general ; the truth is, I did 
not want arguments, fo much as informa- 
tion, concerning the prefent ftate of Den- 
mark ; and therefore dropping the prefent 
fubjeft, by bringing the objedt of our con- 
veriation nearer home, the Count gave me 
the following account. 

The attention which our two or three; 
laft Kings have given to tlie encouragement 
. ^ of 
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of every thing ufeful, but efpecially his latd 
Majefty, has had fuch a flrong efFeft as is 
vifible to all Denmark. The people are in-* 
creafed confiderably, which I take to be tfatf 
beft fign of all others ; and this has been 
pretty general through Norway, Jutland, 
Slefwic, Holftein, and the ifles. An exadl: 
regifter of population has been kept for near 
thirty years> by which it appears^ that thd 
increafe is pretty regular in all thofe coun- 
tries, which fhews that it is owing to a ge-» 
neral order, and attention in government, 
which fpreads equally over the kingdom ; 
nor is this increafe without another reafon, 
and that not an impolitic one, it is the ac- 
ceflion which the King's territories receive 
from foreigners ; great encouragement has 
for fome years been given to all who will 
fettle in any part of his dominions^ which 
has been fuch an inducement, that the num- 
ber of Germans who have arrived is very 
confiderable. Many tracks of the King's de- 
mefnes in Slefwic and Holftein, are en- 
tirely peopled with Germans, who have fet- 
tled there for the fake of lands being given 
them to cultivate for many years, without 
paying any rent. Some of the great king- 
doms in Europe complain of a declining 
population, and with rcafoo, according td 
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the general accounts ; it is certain, that 
France falls fhort four millions of people 
from the number fhe had in the beft time 
of Lewis XIV's reign. And this decline of 
population in the richeft kingdoms, and the 
increafc of it in Denmark, is certainly a fign 
that the affairs of this country are on the- 
ilourifhing hand. 

The next article I fliall mention to you 
is our commerce* There is no comparifon 
between the prefent trade of Denmark, and 
what it was thirty years ago ; fcarcely any 
thing has been omitted by the government, 
that could promote and enlarge the com-*- 
merce of the kingdom. Befides the regif- 
try of fhips, and the increafe of the number 
and tonnage of them, there have been nu-^ 
merous advantages given to trade, which 
fhew themfelves in moft of the branches of 
the nation's dealings with other countries. 
Thefe have had fuch ah effe6l, as leaves no 
room to be miftaken. After numerous ob- 
ftacles were overcome, we fucceeded in efta- 
blifhing ail Eaft India company 5 the com- 
merce of which does not indeed make the 
figure of fome others, but the affairs of it 
arc in good order, the trade increafing, and 
the profit confiderable and regular^ which - 
is more than can be affertedof feveral othprs. 
Voj-. II. R Our 
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Our colonics in the Weft Indies thrive 
more than ever, though not very confidera- 
ble i and our general commerce of Europe 
is greatly increafed, of which there cannot 
be better proofs than a rife in the crown 
revenues, and an increafe of population and 
ihipping. 

But our trade depends on, and is much 
conne£led with the manufa^ures of the 
kingdom. I can fliew you twenty books, 
which affert that the Danes have no fabrics s 
thofe who wrote fo fifty years ago, fpok« 
truth I but unfortunately they have been 
copied by others, down to the very jwefent 
day, although the former truth is fuch no 
longer. There has been a great turn in our 
commerce from the change in this pointy for 
fornlerly, we imported every thing we ufed, 
even to the moft common articles of cloath- 
ing, and the implements, inilruments, ma- 
chines, furniture, &c. that we ufed. Thefe 
ruinous importations are not totally done 
with yet, but many of them are cut off, by 
fupplying ourfelves through the excellent 
meahs of eftablifhing manufactures, which 
has been fet about with great and real fpirit, 
and attended to with fo much care, that the 
number increafcs every day, fo that there is 
the greateft reafon to expe<5t a conftant di- 
minution 
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nrintition in our cxpenfivc imports, which 
has iecu hitherto, and cannot fail of bciqg 
in future a circutoftance infinitely advaO'- 
tageous to the kingdom. You muft not 
niijfundcrjftand me, I am not aflerting, that 
Denmark is become a manufafturing. coun- 
try; on the contrary, what we yet make 
bears no proportion to what we import, but 
only that meafures have been fome time in 
executipn for leflening thpfe imports ; and 
that, from the fuccefs which attends them^ 
there is no doubt, but the kingdom is ii) 
this inftance on the improving hand*- 

The improvements in agriculture, which 
have been made with the fame attention and 
care, are very great and confpicuous in di- 
^^rs parts of all the King's dominions ; and 
nothing can exceed the means, which have 
been taken in^his work to accomplish the 
end. The former bad ftate of the kingdoms 
was greatly owing to the mifery under which 
the peafants groaned. This has been every 
where mollified ; they have had numerous 
edi^s in their favour, villainage is in many 
4ifixids abolifhed, and the nobles and gen- 
try prevented, by fevere laws, from tramp- 
ling upon the lower clafles, in the manner 
they too co«imonlydid formerly. The late 
King fent feveral very able men to travel 
JS* ;& throi^ll 
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through England, in order to report to hiitr^ 
on their return^ the peculiarities, laws, cuf- 
tomfe, and conduft, which in that kingdom 
feemed moft conducive to the well being o£ 
hulbandry. Their journey was elcecuted 
with great ability, and from their memoirs 
his Majcfty and his minifters were enabled 
to judge what was, and what was not, prac- 
ticable in Denmark, The grand articles 
were to give more freedom to the clafs of 
cultivators, to fecure their property, to abo- 
lifh multipliable taxes, and to lett farms on 
long leafcs with covenants of improvement. 
Thefe were the great heads of the report, anci 
the points upon which they moft infifted, as 
thoie which were of the greateft benefit in 
England. They offered numerous inferior 
ones, upon the particular condudt of cer- 
tain foils, upon draining, nianuring, plough- 
ing, &c. Implements were fent over as pat- 
terns, and fome ingenious men to inftruft 
us in the ufe of them ; and the King, in 
order to preferve the knowledge thus gain- 
ed, fixed thefe, with handfome falaries, on 
his crown lands, with their implements, 
and directed each to manage a given quan-- 
tity of land according to the Englifti huf- 
bandry. The men who worked under them 
for three years, were then changed, and fent 

to 
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to Other eftates, and fre(h ones inftruded, 
and the implements were on courfe multi- 
plied with all of them i fo that at this time 
there are a vail number in conftant ufe ia 
different parts of the kingdom. Thp ef- 
fed:s df fuch meafures as thefe muft, in the 
nature of them, be very flow, but ftill they 
are real and increafing. But the confe- 
quences of the principal parts of the fcheme 
have been rapid and great, particularly the 
letting lands ,on Icafes of improvemfenti^ 
which the King put in execution upon the 
crown lands immediately, and upon a large 
fcale ; and by his recommendations to thq 
nobility, &c, and granting privileges to ef- 
tates, in this management, the method 
Ipreads fo mu^h, that if the fpirit which 
.now animates the kingdom, lafts but for half a 
.century, I believe Denmark will be as well 
cultivated as fome parts of 'England, andi 
thofe not the worft. Another encourage- 
ment which his late Majefty gave to agri-^ 
. culture, wa« ordering the beft hooks on that 
fubjeft in the French^^ Engliih, and German 
languages, to be tranflated into Danifh,, and 
many complete fets of thefe he made pre- 
fents to fuch of his fubj.e£ls:^ as made them- 
felves at all known by any undertakings in 
• agriculture that wece beyond the common 
R ^ pradtice^ 
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prafticc. He alfo publiftied the offer of con- 
fidcrablc premiums, to be anriualfy diftri- 
buted among the tenants of the Royal de- 
mefnes, who excelled the moft in fuch and 
fuch works. 

Now, Sir, you muft once more allow me 
to remind you, that I have mentioned iione 
of thefe inftances, to fhew that the agri- 
culture, manufa6lures, or commerce of Den- 
mark are nearly advanced to perfeftion, or 
that great changes have already been efFe£l- 
cd, that is by no means the purport of my 
difcourfei but the fad: is, that we in all 
thefe branches are undoubtedly improving, 
ind that not flowly ; and this I conceive is 
All that any kingdom or people can wifli for, 
as fudden acquifition^ are feldom lafting. 
The improvement, which I fhould appre- 
hend a fenfible people wt>uld be mofl dc- 
firous of feeing, is a filent, gradual incrcafe, 
ind induftry every where fpread and always 
(though flowly) adive; the happieft ind 
beft days feen by any nation, arc not thofe 
brilliant ones, when every undertaking is in 
every view ripened into Completion, for 
then a thoufand evils art continually {hew- 
ing themfelves in dangerous eonfequences, 
irilingfrom the poffeflion of too touch 
'wealth > but this has no being With a na- 
tion 
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f ion that is only on the improving hand ; 
there can be only wealth cno^agh to animate 
the induftry of the people, and to keep every 
thing from languifhing. In a word. Sir, if 
we could reduce all the rnterefts of a na- 
tion, fuch as commerce, the. arts, manu-* 
fa<aures, agriculture, population, income, 
&c. to one aggregate, we fhould then have 
but one queftion to enquire and be fatisfied 
in, whether fuch nation was to be cfteemed 
in a good fituation, and that is, does that 
aggregate, improve, or decline ? While an 
improvement goes on, however flow, the 
nation muft be efteemed flouri(hing; and 
the contrary, the jnoment it flops increa- 
fiiig. 

In a fuccefllve conyerfation I had with the 
Count> he enlarged his information on cer- 
tain points, upon which I took the liberty 
to make enquiries. I had mentioned the 
ftate pf their Eaft India trade ; and he faid, 
that fevcral plans had been laid before the 
miniftryfor increafingit, and among others, 
there was one, which had adVually been fo 
much approved, as to be put partly in exe- 
tion, and this was, to purchafe by treaty, 
the port and territory of Mofambique, on the 
coaft of Africa, from the Portuguefe; A 
R 4 colony^ 
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cdony which is of little national advantage 
to that kingdom^ jince the^declenfion of 
their affairs in the Eafl Indies^ but which 
would be of infinite importance to thg 
Danes, in cafe they fet heartily about aa 
increafe of their India commerce. The 
Count further affured me, that, in fome ne-. 
gotiations with the Court of Lifbon, mat^ 
ters had gone fo far, as fixing the terms, 
which though they w^re too high to con-f 
elude on, yet they brought on a further 
treaty, relative to other fettlements in thQ 
Indies, and which it was evident- they 
fe^med ready enough to part with, in cafe 
they could get high t^rms. Mofambiquej^ 
from its fituation, might be a port and cor* 
lony of as great importance even as the 
Cape of Good Hope ; all our fhips, going^ 
?tnd coming to and from the Indies, might 
wat?r and take in th^ir refrefhments there i 
behind it lie the richeft countries in Africa, 
jlnd it is open to the trade of the reft of that 
^aft coaft, tQ Arabia, Periia, &c, fo that 
ther? can be no dpubt but it wpuld turn 
out a place of infinite importance in the 
hands of an aftive, induftrious nation, The 
treaty upon this affair with Portugal i^ 
jjroke off, withQ^t fomiiig to any conclu-. 



D £ N M A R K, 949 

lion, but on what account is more than I 
am able to tell you. * 

There 



* The idea of purchafing this fettlcmcnt, was cer- 
tainly kn admirable one ; the following is- the account 
given of it by the very ingenious editor of the laft edition 
pf Harris's Voyages and Travels^ Vol. I. p. 697. '^ The 
teft of all governments, that ftill belongs tp the viceroy 
of the Indies, is that of Mofambique, vsrhich is an ifland 
^tuated- near the coaft of Africa, 'in the lat. of 15* 
fouth, within half a league of the continent. They have 
a ftrong fort there, with four good baftions, which com* 
mand the channel, and in which there are fevehty 
pieces of brafs cannon 5 and here there is always kept a 
good garrifon, and in tolerable order. The governor is 
honoured with the title of General of the river Senna, 
where he has his Lieutenant, which employment wag 
worth to him feveral hundred thoufahd crowns a year j 
there'are but a few houfcs about the fort, the inhabitants 
)ceeping their efFefts on the neighbouring continent. 
But notwithftanding the narrownefs of the place, there 
there are monafterie^ of Jefuits, Dominicans of St. John 
*de Dios, befides the chief church, and that of Miferi- 
Cordia. The merchandize brought to this place, by 
•the fliips of the company, are bought at a fet price by 
the royal faSory, which afterwards fends them to 
Chelimani, the mouth of the river Senna, running 
three hundred miles along the coaft, in galliots and fmall 
veffels, becaufe of the flats from Chelimani j the goods are 
fent up the river, againft the ftream, in almandies, or 
little boats, which are ten days going up, and about 
"five coming down. It is very difficult going up for 
thofe who are not acquainted with the {hallows and 
findings of the river. Cafres" ajid blacks refort to this 

port. 
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There is no objefl in our trade that has 
been more coniidered of hte years than the 

Eaft 



porty from provinces and kingdoms three «or four 
months journey diftant, to buy and take up goods upon 
truft, for fo much gold, which they nercr fail to bring 
pundtuaHy the next year, unlefs death prevents them* 
This traic yields above cent per ceijt, fo that the Por- 
tuguese may be faid to have another India in Africa. 
Senna is a little town, on the right band of the river^ 
inhabited by fifty Portugueze families, who make it po*. 
pulous enough by the great number of blacks they 
keep. They till the ground, and dig the mmes^ and 
by that means maintain their mafters, inftead of being 
kept by them. About fifteen days journey from hence, 
lies Sofala, where the Portugueze have likewife an efta- 
blifhment, fubjeS, however, to the General of Mofam- 
bique y and here a prodigious trade is driven on, of 
which the Portugueze are or might be mafters. It con- 
iifls chiefly of gold, of which there are greater quanti- 
ties here, than in any other country in the world, ftnce 
the annual produce of this market is computed, by the 
beft judges, at forty fix thoufand ounces. There are 
vai^ quantities of Spanifh and Canary wines, oil, filks, 
linens, cottons, coral, and other European good3 fold 
here, which arc carried by the inhabitants of the little 
kingdom of Sofala, through all the great empire of 
Moncxnopata, which the Portugueze flile the empire of 
gold, from the prodigious quantities of that precious 
metal which is brought to them from thence. There 
are likewife fome very rich commodities brought hither 
by the negroes ; fuch as the mofl excellent ebony in the 
world I great quantities of ivory; abundance of^. fi^e 

mat?^ 
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lEaft India commerce, for it mud certainly 
ittike yoUj that what w? want to gain, i$ 

a greater 



mats, which are much eileemed in the Indies, and z 
great number of flaves ; fo that Goa, and all the reft of 
,the Portugueze fettiements, are furnilhed from hence. 
One may juftly wonder, that, confidering the valuc',^ 
this fettlemcnt, an<j[ its convenient fituation, the Dutch, 
had not made themfelves mafters of it long ago, as well 
as all the other places belonging to the crown of Por- 
tugal, on this coaft. As for the Ihare which the Por- 
tuguese ftill retain, the gold obtained thereby is fent to 
Goa and to Diu, where it is coined' into fmall pieces^ 
called St. Thomas's, which are not worth above half a 
crown of ouf money; and it is obferved, that this coin 
is of a worfe touch, that is, of a bafer alloy than any 
-other in the Indies, which is another Agn of a declining 
trade ; for the Sarafins, which were formerly coined at 
Ormuz, when in the Portugucase hands, were efteemed 
the beft gold in the Indies, but they are now become 
extremely fcarce ; and the St. Thomas's are faid to be 
coined in lefs quantities every year. 

^* Thefe jk^effions are faid to produce fo little to the 
iCing of Portugal, that it has been mere than once de* 
bated, in the council of that Prince, whether it would 
not be for the intereft of the crovm to abandon them 
all together, withdrawing their artillery and effeds; 
Sitld we are llkewife told, that it is not any political^ 
but purely a religious motive, that has hindered this 
refolution frow being taken, thepriefts having fuggefted, 
-^tfaat, in that cafe^ a multitude of fouls would be loft t6 
•tbt church. We fliall the lefs wonder at this, if we 
cojiiider, th^t fuch as lure beft acqusdnted with the £aft 

India 
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B greater plenty of commodities^ to form it 
trade with in Europe, and nothing anfwers 

better. 



India trade, aiTure us, that a Angle merchant, and a 
£ngle (hip of a reafonable burthen, may cany on as 
great a commerce as what at prefent fubfifts between 
Lti(bon.and 6oa^ this matter, however, deferves fome 
explanation. There are yet a great many (hips employed 
from Goa, Diu, and Daman, to the coafls of Perfia, 
Pegu, Manilla, and China, but they are moftly on ac-» 
count of Indian merchants, there being fcarce a Portu-- 
£uc2,e trader at Goa able to furniih a cargo of ten thou- 
fand crowns ; and it is very much doubted, whether m 
the whole of their trade they employ above two hun-« 
drcd thoufand crowns -, fo that it is not at all ftrange^ 
that one year with another, there are not above twa 
ihips fent diredlly from Goa to Liibon, and tbofe not ai 
fourth part fo rich a$ when they annually fent twenty. 

'^ Yet there h^s been a late regulation made at Goa^ 
for the prercr\-ation and promoting of fjrade, which 
thofe, who underftood that fubjedt beft, agree, com-« 
pleated its ruin. 

. *' This is an cxclufive company, which has the fole 
right to the commerce of Mofambique and Mocha,^ 
which company has taken upon itfelf the payment of the 
royal officers, who are alfo two thirds employed therein ; 
.which has given fuch. a blow to the natural commerce of 
.Goa, that the heft part of the Indian merchants that 
were left, are now retired from thence. To fay the 
truth, it was the great fhare the Vicerqys, Governors, 
and other officers, always took in commerce, without 
•contributing any thing thereto, except protecting ihe 
merchanu from tb^ violeace con^itted by fhemfelves,^ 

. . Oft 
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lietter^ in this refpeft, thw good. and greats 
affortm^nts of Bail India goods : we havQ 

re- 



on fuck as'did not admit them to a ihare of their trade^ 
that ji^ 4^ftrayed the ekteniive commerce they eajoyed«r 
And upon this (\xhjc£tj the wits of the Indies have 
framed a very pretty allegory : they fay, that when tba 
Portugue^ came firft to them, they had a fword in oi» 
hand, and a crucifix in the ^ther ; but that they.migh^ 
£11 their pockets the fafter, they quickly difpenfed witi^ 
the firft, aivi foon after laid down the laft, by which. 
thisy have loft all. But though their power and their 
commerce are fo much declinedi their pride is as great 
asever> infomuch that they refufe the natives of the, 
country, who are called Cafiarin$, the wearing of 
ftockings, though they employ them as phylicians, law« 
yers, and merchants ; ' by which many of them are {9 
rich, that they keep a dozen or fourteen flaves, and are 
in much better' circumftances than the Portuguese 
themfelve^. 

" The revenues of the church havcfuffered very little 
by this taoft furprizing change in the ftate; there is hardly 
a monaftery that does not receive four or five thoufand 
crowns out of the treafury, at the fame time the fol- 
diers ftarve and mutiny for want of ^ pay; which la 
fo much the harder wpon the government, becaufe 
the reverend fathers know very well how to take care of 
themfelves, infomuch, that it is affirmed, the Jefuits in 
Goa have a better revenue than the crown of Portugal, 
It is not eafy to know what becomes of the money thefc 
church men raife; but it is very evident, that the wealth 
they poflefs, together withtheeftablifhmentof thcinqui-' 
fition at Goa, is fuch a dead weigh ton the fettkment, as 

muft 
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remarked, not only in the trade of oar 
neighbours, but alib in the fmall fhare of 

that 



ariuft fooner or later deftroy It. The wifeft of the Por- 
tngttece in Europe, undcrftand this very well, and 
Would be glad to fee fome proper remedy applied^ not 
Irom a prejudice againft the church or churchmen^ 
which is far enough from "being the vice of that natk>n, 
^t out of pure regard to the crown and to the nation ^ 
and one would think^ that the clergy themfelves^inftead 
(if grafping at more, ought to be willing to part with 
tame proportion of what is already in their hands, in 
order to render the ftate more able to proteA them ia 
the pofleffion of the remainder. Befides there is noriiing 
clearer, than that the erecting of religious houfes^ is 
diredly oppofite to the very fcheme of planting, and 
muft always ruin the fettlements 'where it prevails^ 
and confequently the religious houfes themfelves, which 
is even an argument that ought to prevail with 
Popiih Princes, to lay more reftraint on the miffionaries 
that are fent a1>road ^ unlefs they prefer the rejputgtion 
«»f zeal, among fucb as are no competent jud^s^ not- 
only to maxims of policy and good government, but to 
the principles of true religion. For if there be any 
piety in coverting pa^ns to the chriftian faith, it fol* 
lows, that ihere is ftill greater piety in doing this ef* 
fedlually, and in maintaining for ever theeftabli(hments 
lieceilary to fup{M>rt thens^ which reafon and experience 
^ews, the building monafleries, and maintaining num- 
bers of idle people in them, will not do ; but on the 
contrary, will bring on, in time, the deftru&ion of thofe 
ffiSonies^ ia which this humour is fuSered to prevail* 

^*Thc 
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that commerce which we poflefs ourfelvcs, 
that no other is a better introduftion to 

other 



^^ The very laft advices from this part of the worM ui<- 
ferm us, that fevcral Indian Princes were driven from 
before Goa, which they had blocked up with a nu- 
merous army» by the powerful fuccours (cat by the 
King of Portugal, and by the excellent condud ^ the 
late viceroy, who was the Count de Laiiricai, and who, 
if I niiftake not, was twice in the. Indies, and behaved 
there wi^ great reputation. Such expeditions, how«> 
eyer, are to be confidered as expedients only, which 
may for a time preferve that fettlement, but can never 
jefiore it, or bring the affairs of .the nation, in thefe 
par ts^ into fo good order as to make them worth the 
attention of a Prince, who has the honour of his crown, 
and the good of his people at heart. 

" It is morally certain, that the eftablifliments which 
the crown of Portugal ftill has in the Eaft Indies, might 
Jj2 jthe hands of an adltve, an induftrious nation, turn to 
confiderable account^ for it has been long ago obferved 
by Mr* Tavcrnier, that the port of Diu is as well fitu- 
ated for trade, and as capable. of improvement, as any 
in that part of the world, or more fo ; and if put under 
proper regulations, that is, if made in fome meafure a 
free port, it muft jieceifarily come in for a large ihare of 
that commerce now carried an at Surat, and in all pro- 
bability, Retrieve much of the Arabian and Periian com- 
merce, that has been fo long loft to the Portugueze : On 
«he other |iand, as they have ftill fohie fa6h>ries at Biihagar^ 
and other places on that coaft, it would be no difficnlt 
fnatter to re-eftablifh their commerce in theheaitof India, 
at the fame time, that the port of Macao would f^irnifli 
fhem with the means of fupplying the China jniirket, 

Ji5 
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Other branches of trade throughout the 
world; for that nation^ which can bring 

thcfe 



as cheap, or cheaper than any other European nation ; 
becaufe their colony at Mofambique is fo fituated^ as 
to ferve them for the fame purpofe that the Cape of 
Good Hope does the Dutch, or the ifland of St. Helena 
does the £ngli(h. 

^^ But alt thefe advantges fignify nothing in the hands 
of thqfe, who are fo far from pofleffing the virtues re* 
qiiifiie tp fuch improvements, that, on the contrary, 
they are not only tainted with, but over-run by fuch 
vices, as muft unqueftionably overturn the beft eftablifli- 
ment in the world. We may therefore fafely predid, 
that the continuance, even of that flender power which 
the Portuguese have ftill left, cannot continue long, 
and that for thefe two plain reafons ; firft, becaufe it 
has been long, and is ftill in a declining condition ; fo 
that its force being extremely decayed, and at the fame 
time continually employed ih refiftingthe efforts of its 
enemies, it is impoi&ble, in the nature of things, that 
it fliould fubfift for any time : fecondly, the manners of 
the people are entirely ruined, fo that there is not the 
leaft probability that any fuch reformation will ever be 
affe^led, as might enable them to make fuch ufe of the 
convenient ports, of which they are ftill pofTefled, as is 
necefiary to revive and reftore their commerce in the 
Indies. I venture therefore to pronounce, that in 
the compafs of twenty or thirty ye^rs, their eftablifb- 
ments in thefe parts will be quite loft, and that, in all 
likelihood, Goa, Diu, and Daman, will be loft firft > 
which will neceffarily'draw after them the defertion of 
Macao, which cannot long fubfift by its own force, and 

lies 
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tlicfe to the befl: market, will generally have the 
ichoice of commerce among various nations* 
Germany is without an Baft India company ; 
her neighbours fupply her and Poland^ 
Hungary, part of Ruffia, all Italy, Swit-J- 
zerland, and part of Turkey. Thefe coun* 
tries together, form a market for India 
goods, of infinite confequence ; and it 
highly behoves us, who lie extremely well 
for the tranfportation of conimodities to 
many of thofe countries, to aim at coming 
in for a (hare, of this profitable commerce: 
what we have carried on for fome years^ 
from Altena, has been of much fervice to 
the kingdom, by opening an extcnfive cor- 
rcfpondence into the heart of Germany, by 
by means of the India warehoufes there 
eftabliflied. The ftate of our trade is this, 
we have never been able to exceed the jfend-f 
Vol. II. S jing 



lies at much too great a diftance to receive any effectual 
fuccour or fupport from Portugal dire<5lly.'* 

I have given this long quotation, for twd very eflen* 
tial reafons ; firft, the book js fcarce and dear, and of - 
too great a fize to be in every pcrfons hands j and 
fecondly, becaufe the whole turn of the parage ibews^ 
that the idea of the Danifli miniftry's purchafing Mo- 
fambique, and the other fettlements of the Portugueze,' 
is highly probable; finceit is evident, the poflc-fforj- 
know-not what to do with theoi* 
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ing out more than four fliips to the Indies^ 

and but once, have received fo many from 

thence ; we have had very often three, and 

fometiinies only two^ though the fhips are 

of great burthen. The falcs are regular, 

and the profit that is made on the ftock 

very confiderable; the point, therefore, 

which is effedled, is the fupplying ourfelves 

with commodities, which formerly we were 

forced to take of other nations ; this a very 

eiTential objed: in every trade j we have fur- 

ther gained a fmall export to Germany, 

but the amount of two or three fhips makes 

fo poor a figure, with what might, with 

management, be eflfefted, that the miniftry, 

in entering into a treaty with Portugal, 

certainly aimed at a much more extenlive 

commerce: had A^ofambique been ours, 

we calculated to have fent fix fliips annually, 

without any other acquifitions ; but had the 

treaty beea extended, and we had purchafed 

their fettlements in the Indies, we fliould 

(bon have had a more flourifliihg India 

trade than any nation in Europe, the Eng- 

lifti and Dutch only excepted. 

Here the Count finifliing his difcourie, 
the Baron de Rofenburg continued the con- 
verfation; his objeftion was ftated as foU 
Iqws, I have more than once heard this* 

India 
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Indil fcheme debated, dnd I remember an 
argument not againft it, but againft preci- 
pitation in it* which, I thinks was never 
clearly anfwerfed. In the India commerce, 
you fend out filver, and bring home com- 
modities'^; with the filver,, it is true, ther« 
goes fome large aflbrtments of European ma- 
nufactures, particularly fine cloths : now 
the export of filver by the Eaft India com- 
pany has nothing obje6lable in iti to the 
amount of fuj)plying the home confump- 
tion with India commodities, becaufe if we 
did not buy them of our own company, we 
ihould of the Dutch; and the amount in 
filver would certainly go out of the coun- 
try the fame in eitW cafe ; only in one, 
we have the profit of the trade ourfelves, 
and the employment of the fhipping and 
fcamen 1 but in the other^ thofe advantages 
go toour neighbours^ Thus far, I admit 
there isno difpute; but when this trade is 
extended further, and you fupply other na- 
tions with India goods, you muft fend out 
greater quantities of filver, without any cer-r 
tainty that you will get it again ; you will 
fell thofe goods to other nations, who molt 
certainly will not pay all in money for them^ 
but, in the way of trade, put oiF many of 
their own commodites in exchange, which 
S 2 will 
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thrill cither be introduced into Dennnirk, to^ 
the prejudice of our own, orclfe the India 
commerce decline a» foon as raifed : but 
there is another obje£lion ; in the prefent 
confined trade we carry on with the Indies, 
we buy cloths of the Englifh, to fend out 
in our Ihips, our own manufadlurers not 
being yet able to fupply enough of the finer 
forts for that export, or our own confump- 
tion ; what therefore would they be able to 
do, if the trade was trebled or quadrupled ? 
Why, this part of the profit of it, which is 
one of the mod confiderable, would go di- 
reftly to England ^ fo you would confequently 
pay filver in Europe, for an ability erf" paying 
more filver in the Eaft, for goods, which, 
when fold, would be paid for in manufac- 
tures that rival our own. Such is my idea 
ef this fine fcheme : I am fenfiblc, that you 
may quote the Englifh, Dutch, and French, 
but the cafes are eflentially different ^ they 
would be great trading nations, full of 
Inanufafturcs, if they had no India com- 
merce ; they fend out their own manu- 
fadtureSi and in the fale of fuch India 
goods as they difpofe of to other nations, 
their great trade enables thera to form 
TOiiverfal cargoes, in which one affbrtment 
carries oiF another^ and all pays well > 

beiide» 
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befides the home conrumption qf the £ng- 
lilh and French is immenfe; and the Dutch 
monopoly of fjpice gives them equal and 
fuperior advantages, for which reafons, it 
cannot be juft to draw any concluiions 
from the Eaft India trade of thofe nations. 

The Count to this replied, that he ac- 
knowledged much of the truth of thefe 
obfervations, but, at the fame time, there 
were two anfwers, which would in general 
remove the objedtions. Firft, the friends of 
the Eaft India commerce in Denmark, never 
thought of encouraging that commerce to 
the prejudice of any other, and, in particular, 
of their manufadtures j that they had always 
propofed the India commerce, as^a means 
of promoting the manufaftures of fine 
cloths, camlets, ferges, &c. which are al- 
ready eftablifhed at Copenhagen,, and other 
places ; that thefc; manufadtures were on 
the increafe, and if a quick demand was 
raifed by the India company for their fa-, 
brics, it would be a great meansr of raifing 
thofe manufadlures ; that the propolition 
wa^ fuppofed'to be dependant on this cir- 
cuo^ftance, viz. on the home manufafturers 
being able to fupply all the goods carried 
to the Indies; that it was an error to fup- 
pofe, they did not now work up fufficient 
S i for 
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fbr our prcfent India commerce; that thejr 
made, on the contrary, of many ' forts, -as 
much as they could yendj that if they 
wrought to twenty times their prefent amount, 
ftill certain cloths, of a particular fabric, 
would be imported from England ; and it 
Would anfwer better fo to import than to 
make them, from the fuperior profit -at- 
tending other forts. Upon the whole, that 
the fabrics of cloths, &c. eftgblifhed, were 
in fo flourifhing a fituatioii, that there was 
not a doubt of their fupplying^ any demand 
we could gain for them ; and th^t we con- 
fequently ought to procure a demand, as 
eflential to their increafe and profperity. 
Secondly,* That the objedion to the trade, 
on the fcore of occafiohing an import of fo- 
rfeign commodities to rival our own, is an- 
fwered at once, by afking if fuch importa- 
tions cannot be prohibited, or obftru6led by 
high duties ? All the neighbours of Den- 
mark, might pour in manufaftures or pro- 
dadis of fome fort or other, if permitted, to 
the ruin of our own, but prohibitions, or 
duties, are the means taken to preyent it; 
and what has been already mentioned, is 
proof fufficient, that the trade itfelf would 
not fall in cbnfcquence^ of them* 

. Upoi^ 
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Upon this argument, I think the Count 
had much the beft fide, and Ihewed, by his 
manner of handling it, that he had not only 
great abilities, but alfo a deep knowledge in 
the trade of the world. 

In a fucceeding converfation, which I had 
with the Count, at which the Baron de 
Rofenburg was not prefent, he explained to 
me another fcheme of trade, which had 
been laid before the miniftry, in the late 
JCing's reign, and which. was much approved 
by them, but which, for fome reafon or 
other that was never known, the King 
would not come into; for when prefTed upon 
this head more than once, his, only anfwer 
was, I do not approve it, let me hear no 
mote of the matter ; and this was the rea- 
fon that no attempt was ever made. The 
plan was, to open a commerce with the 
great fputhern unknown continent, called 
the T^rra Auftralis ; a memoriial waa der 
livered to the minifter, pointing out the ad- 
vantages which would certainly accrue from 
carrying on a commerce with numerous na-* 
tions, fituated in the richeft climates of the 
world, and who are unknown to the traffick of 
-the world, and who would confequently give 
their moft valuable products for our com*- 
.modities of the leaft worthy ftating the pror 
.per means of making the rei:juifite difcoveries 

S 4 ^1 
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at the Icaft cxpence, and fliewing that there? 
was nothing chimerical in the plan, but 
that eVcry part of it was of eafy execu- 
tion, the rifjue little, the probable advan- 
tage very great. But fo it was, the King 
would not allow of its being attempted,^ 
though feveral of the members of the coun- 
cil of commerce, took upon them to anfwer 
any objeflions that might be darted to it. 

This plan was, I think, that which bid 
jfaireft, to throw Denmark upon a par with 
other nations in commerce. The Englifh, 
Dutch, French, Spaniards, and Portugueze, 
have all fuch extenfive colonies and fettle- 
ments> that they have. enough to improve? 
and promote, vi^ithout feeking for new dif- 
coveriesj this has been a general anfwer in 
thofe Countries to all propofals of new ex- 
peditions ; but however juft it may be with 
them, it is by no means fo with us, who 
have been long much in want of divers ways 
of increafing the trade and ^wealth of the 
kingdom j; for it is for want of wealth,, 
gained by induftry, that our natioal revenues, 
notwithftanding all our improvements, are 
yet fo fmall in the eyes of the other kingf. 
dottiS of Europe. The opening new dit-^ 
coveries, ereding a few forts, eflabli(hing 
factories among populous tiatioris of Indians, 

unknown 
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tinkixown to Europeans, and the carrying 
on an extenfive commerce with them, would 
not only pour in a flood of wealth upon this 
kingdom, but, what is alfo of vaft confe- 
qucnce, keep numbers of ftout Ihips^ and 
hardy feamen in conftant employment ; not 
the employment of fhort trips from Norway 
to London or Amftcrdam^ but in long voy- 
ages, which train up and breed a fpecies of 
mariners, infinitely valuable to any nation 
that pretends to the leaft degree of naval 
force. This point is, I think, of fuch im- 
portance, that nothing can at any time be 
more feafible than fuch long voyages, and 
diftant expeditions for the difcovery of fet- 
tlements, and planting of fertile and rich 
countries; and fuch expeditions ought, as 
J before obferved, to be particularly un- 
dertaken by thofe nations of inferior confe- 
quence in trade, who want fpurs to animate 
them to great undertakings • 

And if I was not fearful that the conver- 
fation would be tedious to you, I fhould 
more particularly infift on the amazing dif- 
ference between this and the laft century, 
and that preceding, in re-entering on dif- 
tant expeditions for the difcoveiy of un- 
Hnown countries* It is aftonifliing^ think 
of fuch a bold and adventurous fpirit, as then 

animated 
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animated fuch numbers of men to onder^ 
takings, which would now be thought chi-> 
mericaU The difcovery of the continent of 
America was inmiediately fblLpwed by plant-* 
ing, .trading, and conquering, with innu-^ 
mer^ble expeditions thither. But what a 
difference is there between that age, and 
thofe which have followed ! There is at pre- 
fent no doubt of a Terra Auftralis : a great 
part of it, in the richeft climates in the world, 
has been acuratedly coftfted, and laid down 
Jn maps. Other vsift difcQveries have been 
made, at different times, in the Soiith-Sca 
of lands, yet it is unknown whether they be 
iflands or a continent. Nothing is pur- 
fued, no further notice taken of the greatefl 
difcoveries, that could ever be made, Map? 
have been made near two centuries of New 
Guinea, New Holland, Carpentariaji and 
other tracks, part of the Terra Auflralis, and 
yet the world has been fatisfied with feeing a 
broken partial line of coaft minuted, with- 
out any prince having the curiofity of mak- 
ing further difcoveries, to afcertain the real 
truth concerning the people, manners, pxo- 
duds, &c. Never was there fuch a contrail 
a^ is to be found in this conduft from that 
of the great men, who, t\vo hundred years 
ago, made the moft glorious efforts withr 

out 
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oat half the profpeft of fuccefs. It is a moft 
certain fad:, that America contains not any' 
produdt, which thefe unknown countries do" 
not poffefs ; in fome, the latter are fuperior, 
as for inftence in fpices. The heft judg- 
ment to be formed of any country, is by 
the latitudes ; indeed it is a criterion that is 
in general decilive. Now the latitude of the 
tracks already difcovered to the South, arc 
in the fame latitude with all the richeft cli- 
mates in the reft of globe, extending to the 
line. Who therefore can doubt, but thafc 
all the produfts, for which the European 
nations have been fo eager in their Ameri- 
can views, are to be found here ? There^ 
they are already engroffed and monopoHzed 
by two or three powerful nations, the firft 
.difcoverers of them; but here, they are 
open to thofe who will take the trouble to 
accept them. Colonies in America have been 
attended with infinite advantages to theEng- 
li(h and the French ; indeed they proved the 
great fupport and foundation of the former's 
power and opulence, and added infinitely 
to thofe of the latter ; why therefore (hould 
not other nations, not yet poflefling the fame 
advantages, endeavour to attain them by 
the fame means ? The only opportunity 
left in the world, lies in the Great Conti- 
nent 
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nent, or iflands to the Southward > the na- 
vigator, who (hall now attempt their difeo- 
very, has not the difficulties to eftcounter 
which proved obftacles to Columbus ; he 
docs not fail in purfuit only of an idea ^ on 
the contrary, he fets forth under the com- 
plete krfcowledge, that fuch a country, as he 
fecks, really exifts; and that he has no- 
thing to do, but to follow a route, already 
chalked out, to bring him to the countries 
be wifhes to vifit. If this plain ftatc of tl>e 
cafe docs not ftiew the expediency of .the 
mcafure, I muft own myfelf utterly igno- 
rant of all the principles of trade and navi- 
,^ation. 

Thefe ideas of the Count's, I had not the 
leaft inclination to contradid, for I thought 
them, and do yet think them, perfeflily 
Ibund ; and they fhew, that their author has 
well confidered the whole fubje6t ; nor have 
1 the leaft doubt, but that Denmark, or any 
other country, would reap all the advantages 
here ftt forth, by attempting a full difco- 
very of tbofe unknown regions, and of fix- 
ing a trade with them. But let me remark^ 
that fuch a nobleman's complaint of the 
want of that fpiritof enterprise, which fo 
much diftinguiflied the laft age but one, is 
t|te ftrongeft proof in the world of the truth 

of 
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lof the aflertion. Every one now, who thinks 
of, or mentions fuch an idea, immediately 
recurs to kings, minifters, councils of 
trade, or companies; whereas the great 
things that were done in the fifteenth cen- 
tury, were all executed by private people, 
almoft folely on their own ideas ; and with 
fuch flender means, that the ability of this 
very nobleman exceeds, I apprehend, ths 
whole of what was executed by half a fcore 
of the heroes of old. This was the true 
fpirit of enterprize, which brought to fight 
fuch amazing difcoveries, and which oeca- 
fioned the moft heroical condu6i: in almoft 
every commander employed. A (hip of an 
hundred tons was, in that age, thought fuf- 
ficient for an undertaking which would now 
require an army and a fleet, fuch is the dif- 
ference between the genius that aduated 
men then and now ; and that all thb difFc- 
reoce lies only in the manners of the ages, 
is certainly known, by the real objeds of fuch 
expeditions being the fame now as then, 
only much lefs hazardous, from the inr- 
provements that have been made in the art 
of navigation, and froiti the examples and 
experience of fo many circumnavigators. Tlic 
. difficulties and dangers are therefore kfs, 
but the bold fpirit of enterprize is wanting, 

which 
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which was alone fufficient to level thoufands^ 
of difficulties, and face .every danger that 
could arife. 

And as the converfation with this worthy 
nobleman, has brought me into thefe re- 
flexions, I (hall trcfpafs on the reader's pa- 
tience, in making another. The Count's 
remark, that thefe attempts of new difcovery, 
not being defirable to nations who have 
lalready colonies and fettlements enough, I 
do not think is juft. All experience tells 
us, that when once a nation fets down con- 
tented, and fays to herfelf we have induftry 
enough, we have colonies fufficient, we 
want no more trade, let us confine ourfelves 
to make the moft of what we have already 
gained. Whene\-er a nation a6ts (or rather 
ceafes to be adive) on fuch principles, we 
may fafely venture to pronounce her decline 
at hand. It is impoffible that induftry and 
commerce fhould be ftationary ; if it ceafes 
to advance, it will go backward; adlivity, 
and motion, are the foul of its fuccefs; 
trade never makes fuch gigantic ftrides as in 
the midft of wars> enterprizes, and a conti- 
nual buftle. The cafe of the Dutch is a 
ftriking inftance.of this; for the moment 
they were contented with* their prefent pof- 
feffions, they began to decline; but their 

progrefs 
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progrefs had been inceffant from •nc hardy 
enterprize to another. The Portugueze in 
India are another very ftriking inftance of 
this truth ; for after a great number of con- 
quefts made, fettlements eftablifhed, and 
colonies planted, thinking they had ex- 
tended themfelves fufficiently, and poffeiTed 
enough, they then gave over their peipe- 
tual enterprizes, and a luxurious effemi- 
nacy prefcntly came upon them. Every 
one will allow they were right in thinking, 
that they had conquered and fettled enough, 
provided all that candour and fpirit, which 
had gained the Indies, had been exerted to 
improve them. But this was not the cafe, 
nor ever can be, for the fpirit of adventure 
brings acquifitions eternally, and the mo- 
ment you ceafe to acquire, you begin to lofe ; 
it being the general bent o£ human nature, 
iiot to make great exertions when they are 
unneceffary. Might I not fhew, that this 
is not peculiar to forming fettlements of 
trade, but that it is the fame in all the af- 
fairs of life. Great fuccefs, in every walk, is 
gained by the bold enthufiafm which at- 
tends the adlivity of purfuit, but fails off 
when a feries of fortunate events have blunt- 
ed the edge of this aClivity, and brought on 
a flothful poffeflion. This is the cafe in 

common 



%jz TRAVELS TttROtJQIt 

common life, in 'tvat', in politicks, in com* 
inercc. Empires lioxlrifh while they bold-^ 
ly go on from one conqueft to another; but 
decline inftantly when they fix bounds, and 
feck only the quiet pofleflion of what they 
have got. It is the nature of , man to lofe 
his powers and his faculties by reft and in-- 
activity; and on the contrary, a conftant 
and harrafling fatigue gives him the ability 
of undertaking and executing, what, in a 
Hate of reft, he Would never have dreamed of 
being able to efFed. It is upon the folid 
foundation of thefe rcafons, that I am an 
enemy to fentimefits which I have often 
heard in England, concerning the greatnefs 
of our colonies and commerce ; that we 
have colonies enough, and more than we 
know what to do with ; that commerce 
will be our ruin ; that we ftiould content 
ourfelves with lefs ; that moderation is in 
every thing a virtue. Thefe are moft erro- 
neous dodlrines, which can only arife from 
taking a very fuperficial view of things. If 
the men, who ftarted thefe ideas, and com- 
plain of the extent of our colonics, and the 
greatnefs of our commerce, had read the 
hiftory of all colonies, and all the trade that 
has been carried, on in the world, and had 
reflected on what they^ read, theyyvould have 

made 
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thddti Very different dedudtions. They would 
theft have fbundi that the number of ffef tie* 
ineiits are never burthcnfome in thettifelves, 
but that all weakneTs muft be looked for at 
home* When the Pof tnguefe fpr^ad them-* 
felves^ and built fdrtrejQcs and citiea irt ever)r 
corner of the Indies, they did not complain 
of the burthen of their fettlement» *, but now 
they l^ve^ through a want of that fpirit^ 
tnade their acc^aifitions neglected, and 
loft nine tenths of them, they find the re- 
mainder, fueh rf wei^bt, m to: debate whe- 
ther they fliould not abandon them 4 And if 
ever England falls into the fame delufion'^ 
fhe will feel the fame confequences* Aie 
-Jamaiica, Baribadoes, and Antigua burthen- 
ibme to this nation f Is therpofleffiofa of Ca- 
rolina; Georgia, Virginia, and Maryland, 
too much for her ? Supf ofe ibc gives up 
fome of them, will fli« better pfefcrve and 
make the greater jM-ofit of the reft ? She 
has found difficulties of many forts with her 
colonics, but it has been with thofe which 
are fituated m a climate like her own^ and^, 
of CQUFfe, have rivalled her; this was a 
-grand error in the firft fettling, but wife 
and active me^ure^ in- transferring the in- 
habitants Would do much to remedy it. 
VoJt.H. T , ^ Bitt 
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But do the pofieflion of all thefe colotiies, 
and her fettlemcnts in the Eai): Indies, pre« 
elude the benefit and propriety of planting 
others in all the diftaot regions of the world, 
* not yet coloni^^d ? None but men of nar- 
row view8 will reply in the afErmative ; all 
others will, on the contrary, aflcrt, that .we 
ought to take every meafure to increafe our 
fettlements, and extend our commerce, upon 
the moft efTential principal of all, that if we 
do not go forward, our motion will be re- 
trograde, as it is impoflible in trade to ftand 
ftilL Our great riches, and important co- 
lonies, will naturally make many people iky, 
is not this enough, for what fhouldwe have 
more ? but there is an ina6Uvity in riiat con- 
tent, which rufts all the fprings of enter- 
prize, which opens the door to iloth, and 
which, is much furer to deftroy, than the 
moft wild enthufiafm of iattempting even 
impoffibilities, Thefe are but general ideas; 
but if this was a proper opportunity of ex- 
patiating more particularly upon ob)e6lions, 
and giving them the faireft play, it would 
be extremely eafy to^ refute them; and to 
lliew, that no extent of colony, no com- 
merce, however immenfe, ought in Eng- 
land to be efteemed enough ; but that an 
atSlivity (hould ever be kept up, and every 

meafure 
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irieafure followed, which promifed faireft 
for continuing the fame condudl that raifed 
the trade. But to return : 
' Upon andther occ^iion, itl which I had 
the honour of a C6nvel*fation with the Count 
de Smikelane, I ventured to enquire into the 
motives of theii* King's journey to England> 
^here he wds at this time ; and the account 
he gave me is as follows: There had been 
feveral propofitions made to the minifter for 
furthei* iniprovements in agriculture . and 
inanufaflUres, moft of which were built oii 
the reports of fome perfons whom they had 
ient, and oa whofc judgment they could re- 
ly, into England. They were more thaii 
once examined *xn the King's prefence, and 
this- is fiippofedto have been the caufeof hife 
journey^ for he foon after mentioned the 
:fcheme tb M. d'Orlore, and faid, that utility 
and plcafurb might be very well interniixed 
in fuch a plan, ' Howerer, it was foon after ' 
determiticd on, much" againft tlie inclina- 
tion of the minifters. t^^rtainly thei'e may 
be feveral good cbnfequdntes refult from the 
Journey. He has feveral people with him, 
who are very able'to refnark, in all the ufe*- 
ful arts, what will be moft fuitable to Den- 
mark i and if his majefty's attendants are 
careful to make the^ journey a leffon to hirn 
T z on 
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pn thp gr^^ importance of a high degree q^ 
fultiyation ; of flourifliing manufadwres j of 
an equal liberty, fpri;;>ging from a mild go- 
vernment;' and of t^e happiqefs of the lo- 
nger claffes of ^ nation, there is no doubt^ 
tut Denmark wiU be the better for the jour-r 
pey J but if he hurries from place to place 
without ininutely attending to any thing > 
and if the plan, which had its origin in utili- 
ty, ends only in a fchetne of pleafure, it 
cannot but be attended with pernicious con- 
/equenceis, for it will, in the firft place, be 
very expenfive ^ and in the fecond, it will 
intrpduce into his court many luxurious me- 
thods of expence, of which he would other- 
wife have remained in ignorance* But bo^r 
it will turn out, we ihall by and by fee. 

During my ftay at Copenhagen, whicb 
lyas about thre« weeks, I had the unconij* 
xnon fatisfadtion of being much with this 
excellent nobleman, and of converfing with 
him upon yariou$ fubjedls relative to the 
prefent ftate of Dl^nmarkj and in all of 
them I found him a man o£ very fuperipr 
J|c;aowledge and ideas. I gained ab^odaoce 
.of good infcatm^tipn from Inm^ which pro- 
ved not a little entertaining to me, «)d I 
.^ope not lel^ inilrudiv^ t^ th^ reader. 

Before 
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Before I conclude what I have to fay on 
this kingdom^ and its inhabitants^ I muft 
hcg leave to remark, that naoft of the perfohs 
with whom I converfed concerning theini 
generally Quoted Mr. Molefworth, whoiS 
bopk has been tranfcribed over and 'over 
again by every author that hast written any 
thing concerning Denmark ^ but afanoft 
every circumftance to be gathered from that 
writer, is changed effentiaUy fince his time g 
>rifbmuch, that although his book is a very 
able performance, yet it is little more tharii 
an old almanack.for turning to, to gain in-» 
formation of the prefenlt times; for Ida. 
not apprehehd, there is a; kingdom in Eu- 
rope in which greater chsmges haver beerf 
i!nade. The reader is therefore defired not 
to wonder at the accounts I have given, abd 
am about to give> being in many particuJ 
lars diredly contrary to' the affertkais made 
by that gentleman. 

^ Froiwi all the opportimities I have had of 
feeing and converfing with the DaAes, whithf, 
I have done with all raAks, they appear ttf 
be a brave, courteous, ^id humane people^ 
Thcfuperior clafles are of an high fpirit^ 
and Have as much vivacity m them as any 
people in Europe,' the French ailone except-^ 
cd» They ani ilicwy and fond of imgtiU 
T 3 licence. 
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ficerice, and live ia a mean between tbeEng-. 
lifli and the Germans, more fumptuous 
than the latter, but not with fuch a gene-. 
ral <!onfifl:ency as the former ; but I fpcafc 
here of their nobility only. In their drefs, 
the French faftiions are principally follow- 
ed, and the language of that nation is alfo 
univcrfal ainang them.. In their hpufes, 
they are expenfive not only in the architec-t 
turc, but alfo in the furniture, exceeding 
in this refpeft the Germans, but not equal- 
ling the Englifh ; who, I take it, furnifh 
their houfes in general far better than any 
nation in the world. At their tables, they 
refemble the Germans mofc for cookery, 
but do not fet fo long at t^eir meals. In 
Germany, four courfes and a defert will 
told, upon a moderate . computation, four 
hours and an half, which in England is dif-- 
patched in one ; but the Danes are betv/een 
the two, feldom riiing however under thq 
two hours. Some of the nobility are very 
^xpcnfive in French cooks, hut itdsnotge* 
neral, In their wines, they ar^ particul^Iy 
curious 1 nor do I in any country rememiber 
' tafting a greater variety, or better of the fort. 
Their tables jare admirably well ferved with 
^fb, particularly of frefli water; and the lea 
is in. great abundance, thotigh not of 
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the bcfl: forts* Wild fowl they abound great- [ 
ly in, and have a greater variety than we in 
England* Their venifon is excellent; but 
their butcher's meat is not, on the whole, to 
be compared to that of the.Englifh. All the- 
rich nobility have hothoufes, arid hot walls, 
fronted with glafs, in their gardens s yet for 
want of a complete knowledge in the ma-. 
nagement of the plants, their fruit in gene* 
ral is bad. In other forts of provifions, they 
are upon a par with their neighbours ; and 
their importations of various eatables of lux-; 
ury have much increafed of late years. 

If an account is taken in all thefe parti- 
culars of the next clafs of the people, the 
gentry, there will appear a vaftly greater dif- 
ference between them and the fame rank 
in England, than between the Danifh and 
the Englifti nobility. They are not fo copi-r 
fortable in their circumftances, Icarce any 
of them are the mafters of fuch eftates asto 
carry them almoft to a par with the nobles . 
which is fo common in our country* Con-* 
fidering that a great part . of the nobility 
ma}ce a very handfome figure,, the gentry 
do not proportionally equally them. 
, The lower clalTes are not comparable/ to 
purs, in eafe and J^appinefs ; but they are 
by no nieans in that ilate of abfolute (la* 
T 4 very, . 
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very^ they were in Mr. Mblefworth's tirne. 
Several edidls and regutations have beei\ 
publiihed by Ac crown for reftiaining the 
anticQt villaioa^ ; and a ^reat number of 
cafes fpecified^ in which they gain their free^ 
4om ; and as tp the lower inhabitants of 
towns and cities, they have the fame free-, 
dom as in other abfolute countries. 

Rcfpe^Ung the peribna and manners of 
the lower clafTej, they are generally as well 
made and as ilout as the Germans s they 
jarwke good fqldiers, and with any gentle 
ufage, are very docile and tra(^ble. Theic 
jnan'ner? have nothing of difgnfting Ivuta- 
lity in them 5 they are in the villages, igno-* 
rant and clownifh; but I have travelled 
through feveral countries, where the poor 
people are much more ccwtqmptibk. With 
proper inftruftion, I belike there arc none 
io £urc^, would make better huibandmea 
and farmers ; for all the peafants, whether 
free or not, are little farmers i and many of 
them manage their fmall fpots of ground in 
fuch a manner, that there can be no doubts, 
hut vindi?r more favonrabhi cireumjftaiicea* 
they would eqi\al their neighbours in every 
ihing belonging to the culture qf th* earth. 

Tfa? DanijQi. army finds empjoymtnt fox- 
inany yowag mea Qf iflRaU.fettwe,, whq 
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ferve in order to gain ageoti^ maintenatice jf 
and the eijiploymeBEts about tJsie coiirti <^ 
the lower fort, provide for others i fomc ap^ 
jkly themi^lves to trade voltintarily, in order 
to raife fortoiies^ and fredy embark for the 
l^aft aad.tbe Wefi; Imiics, sad m the pro*' 
fecution of thefe purfuits, they are remark-*^ 
dbly diligent and indefatigable; and very 
, maiiy of fuch asfeek their fortunes abroad, 
return home with very good ones, efpecially 
£nce thei late encouragement that has beea 
given to commerce } for daring thefe kttec 
Teigns> there has been a regular attentioa to 
every thing' that could promote the interefts 
of trade j and no afts of injufttce or oppr ef-^ 
fion, - againft thofe who h^e bettered their 
eircumftances by any kind of induftry, have 
l)cen known in the crown, or foflwred in any 
of the great meru 

In theirdiwrfionSy' the Danes follow ths 
fafhions of the French and Engtifti > cards 
inake a greater progt efs tham fcarraeriy, and 
the wives of the nobility, and of iircli other 
clalfea a$ c^n afford it, have at Copenhagen 
their afismblies almoft as regirlarly as any 
9t London. The mea are' guea* cfaefeplhy^ 
*5rs ; it ig a game they are very: fond 6^^ and 
whidi is: more conranonly inti'oduiced at their 
viiits tAk^-qi 'm England i billiards ^d tennis 

arc 
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arc alfo cammon at Copenhaigen. The thea-» 
trc is Frenchy though thteyhavc lately cfta- 
Hiflicd a Danifti one> where pieces tr^iOa-^ 
ted from the Englidi and Eiench iare indif- 
ferently performed; attempts have been 
made for an Italtao' opera, but with no Hic^ 
cefs. 

Learning of all kinds is but at a lowebb ]^ 
to fey the tmth, rfie encouragement, whick 
has flowed amply from the crown, duriijg 
tbe two laft reigns, has been aknoft exclu-^ 
fivcly in favour of objects of utility, Tradey 
manufaftures, and agriculture, have heea 
much more attended to than the cultiva-* 
tion of literature and the fciences ;: tbougb 
an academy was founded, but it has not 
been very productive. The laws of Den- 
mark are very famous for their brevity and 
excellence, fo that Mr. Molefworth thought 
them almoft the only objeft worthy of at- 
tention in this kingdom. I made many en-^ 
quires on this head, and am convinced, frorat 
the. information I received on very good ^m^ 
thority, that the only excellence they con- 
tain, is that of freeing the fub)e6i: from long 
and expenflve fuits i but. then it is no more 
than fair on the other hand to obferve, that 
their brevity leaves fo much in the breaft of 
the judge, that he is little more than ad^- 

legato 
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legate of de(potifm. I cannot by any mean? 
agree with the abovemejitiohed gentleman^ 
that this brevity, with fuch an attendant 
circumftance, is at ^11 enviable. The throne 
of Denmark has, of late years, been filled 
with three or four very able princes, who 
have Ihewn, in every department of the ftate, 
fuch a fpirited condi^ft, with fo much atten*^ 
tion to thp welfare of their fubjedts, that I 
have no doubt, but the laws have been well 
and impartially executed; and while fuch a 
t^ght hand is held over all orders of the peo- 
ple in power, of whatfoever kind, I can ea- 
fily conceive many blefEngs to flow from 
thefe ihort laws ; but what would they be 
under a weak or a wicked Prince, or even 
under a negligent one ? Is it not fufficiently 
p^lain, that the weakeft would, in every in^ 
fiance, go l;o the wall ; and that the power, 
which necelTarily reils in the judge, would, 
in very many inftances, be flagrantly abufed ? 
The evils which flow from the voluminouf- 
nefs of our laws, are certainly many and 
very great, but they vanifh from: one's ideas 
when compared with the miferies that muft 
refult from the Danifh fyftem j which ne- 
verthefs is very well adapted for an abfolute 
monarchy, but utterly inconfiftent with real 
iibcrty, 

• '• In 
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In the fine ar w^ the Danfes are no pro- 
ficients ; I will not iftribtitfe this* tvhoRy 
to dimftte, thooigh there? is fcettcUnly nnich 
in that caufe, , but they have not encoiiragej 
*ient enough to make any progrcfe; the 
fciiigdom is too poor to yield a market eveir 
to great portrait painters ; nothing can ever 
carry the fine> which, in faft, are* the hixtt-^ 
iicms arts, to any degree of height, but a pe-i 
jffod full of wealth; in which lilxory abounds 
fo an high degree, and wherein the artHts 
may find plenty of employnitot fronhr the great 
and rtch> and be at the feme time very welt 
paid for it. The only art that rAakes imy 
decent figure at Cofjienhagen^ is mnficy. 
which floiffifties pretty trmch at their conw 
certs; I have heard feveral very capital Ger- 
man and Italian performers there,^ who met 
with pretty good encouragement, 

Gopenhageri principally ^uriftes fromf 
the rcfirdence of the court; th^s is nvuchf 
the molt brilliant objedl in Dcnri^ark, by 
the accounts they gave me, for I had t^o 
opportunity of viewing it rtyfelf. Th6re 
jfre many great ofiicers of ftate, with con- 
iiderable appointments; thefe, wirh tho 
numerous inferior ones, and the guards, 
muft reader the town very gay. The 

Daniil> 



panii!h arpiy is kept in veiy good ovdtu 
and well difcjpUne^ } the mm aj-e pkk^ 
and their clpa^hing h ki gwjtcral Voiy- «ea«:i 
I before roexitjoned* thftt thfcy arc not nH 
embodipd at ci time, b^ they could. draiT 
tQgi^ther^ ^t.QQlpng nQXk«, about 4cvoQa 
meiii with.^fitte trgin of amllery^ and all 
Aorcsf propprtioned. This i*nder^ the King 
a rcfpefiablg mongrch* in the roililary; light; 
funpng the powpra of the North 5 and ha» 
cjcrtainly hfCn one wufQn for thel^ngpeact^ 
in whifh two or tferee vcary wife Kin^ 
l^ave kept their d<nninions« Denmack luhs 
.Itothj^g to fesr J&Qii\ any of its ne^hbours^ 
icxccpt Rufliai; with whcaa fhe cannot c(mxr> 
pare in force; an^ the di^oiu^ that haMer 
k>ng fubfiftfid hetweei;i tho cro9VA of Deiv^ 
mark and the Duke of Hdtftein, would Jbawr 
tM'Qught her in^ na Ultle troiible/ had 
^Rufiia kiterfered^ and catted upoft jbier for 
an immediate iettkdient of them^ whcithar 
this ia likely to happen, eannot be afc€c»- 
taincd y but ceiit»idy, the iltua^ioa will re^- 
main Yery difagreeabte and pnecarious, uci- 
tiU it is complcatlrjr decided^ As the got- 
vernment of Sweden 15 now modelled, Dci^ 
W&vk. is an over-match foa? h^. But imany 
quarrel with the powers of the ftsdticfe, 
tPen£nai;k would find her fleQt of thegroateit 
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^» in pfefcrving htt from the refcntrrient 
c{ Ruifiai for the navy of this kingdoni 
is much fuperior t<> that of the Ruffiart 
empire in every particular; iii liuniber and 
goodncfs of the ifeips, in artillery, orders 
ieamen, magazines^ &c. and the harbour cf 
Copenhagen is beyond comparifon better 
than that of Peterfburgh^ or any other pott 
belonging to the Ruffians on the Baltick ; 
Co that it would be no eafy matter for that 
empire, with all her ftfength, to bring it 
to bear on Denmark ; nothing c($Uld ef{e£t 
it but making hcrfelf fupdrior 4t fea; and 
the harbour and decks^ &C« at Peteriburgh, 
are not at all calculated for that end; ^nd 
I am inclined to beUeve, from the infbrma^ 
tion I have received^ that the crown of 
Denmark is much better able to increaic its 
navy than Ruifia, and is in pofTeilion of 
ten times the hardy, ready*bred f&atnen, fo 
that an attentive care to keep himfelf mafter 
upon the Baltick fea, will fecure the King 
againft any attempts from Ruffia, much 
better than any other means* By land, he 
is very fecure^ for no Ruffian army can get 
at him* 

The revenues of Denmark have been in- 
creafing gradually for fifty years ; but the 
two 1^ Kii>gs» at the fame time that th^ 

did 
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^d many great things for the good of their 
fubje6ls, and the ornament of their kingdom^ 
and even abohfhed fome taxes, that were the 
xnoft burthenfome, greatly improved theroy-* 
al income. Mr. Molefwprth computed them 
^t fix hundred and forty thouiand pounds 
year; but they are now, upon the beft 
ecHnputation I could procure, near one mil^ 
lioii. two hundred thoufand pounds ; and m 
fame years much exceed that fum. This ap- 
pe^s no great matter in England, but in 
Denmark it is an immenfe fum, from the 
great cheapnefs of ^e very commodity the 
the crown can want to buy at home. His 
army^ if fubfidies be reckoned, and the 
great numbers to whom he finds nothing 
but arms, coils him. nothing, though there 
have been fome years in .which Denmark 
has been without any treaties of fubfidy. , 
His navy is maintained ^t a very eafy rate^ 
'the number in conftant pay, in times of 
profound peace, is not confiderable ; the 
Teft are retained by a pionth's pay in. the 
year, to be ready at a call, and which they 
find a moft excellent way ; £o that the ex- 
pence of the navy is little more than the 
building and rebuilding ftiips, and filling the 
ilores and magazines: an army and navy 
xnoft certainly, is not to be kept for nothing, 

9£ 
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orfor a trifle. All I mean by thefc obferva^ 
tions is^ that they Coft the King of Den- 
mark incomparably lefs than the ufual fum 
allotted in other countries for thofe fervices i 
which make$ his revenue, which, at firft 
iight> appeared but finally to be in reality 
very confiderable : it is well known that 
the two lafl Kings &ved coniiderable fums 
out of it^ and one of them cleared off all the 
debts of the crown befidss. Snch a circum^ 
fiance IS effential in the biftory of the pre^ 
fent ftatdof a coulitiy^ foe it ihews in what 
jnanneir its ajf airs are ccttidufbed, find how 
sirdl its rttVtniK iar able tD aafvrcratt thecalls 
ioith^ flatt; which xs^ ispdn the whole^ a 
great proof that the comitry ts flofurifhing > 
.Aad pcsi^aipfi it is one that is nut at all equi-^ 
.tocdk; for I am doubtfuU whethetf grcM 
iiadonal debts, whenr they incceafe to an 
enormous amount, da not bring as much 
mi^icf wkh them, as they did iibrvice to 
the flate in contradintg them* 

Itiil atfo to be ob&rved here, that the 
increafc of the rayal irevcmicr of Denraarfc, 
-has beeaahnoil: folely awing to a geiierad 
improvement in the tiches and wdfarc: of 
the nado% and not, in a fingte infbtnce^t 
.ta the addiidon of tax:es^ The increafr of 
^ tradt^ the eflablilELiiient of manu£a£tares(, 

and 
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and the improvement of lands, have all 
abided to the general incomeof the people, and 
increafcd the number of the people themfelves ; 
and where taxes are at all general, as they 
are in Denmark, and indeed in moft of the 
countries of Europe, all increafe of income 
immediately makes taxes more produiftive ; 
becaufe the fame taxes produce more in pro- 
portions^ as the wealth of the people increafes, 
and as they, confequently, can afford to make 
a more free ufe of the things and commodities 
that are taxed. From hence it follows, that 
Denmark is not to be fuppofed poor, in 
proportion to the increafe of the King's re- 
venues, but, on the contrary, rich; and 
while taxes continue without increafe or 
alteration, the produ6t of them marks very 
•exadly the general increafe or decreafe of 
the national ftock and revenue ; which is a 
circumftance that fhould never be loft fight 
of, by thofe who take any trouble in con* 
iidering the ftate of Denmark. 

I may from thefe particulars, which are 
^colledled from fuch informatiqn as I had 
very good reafon to truft to, venture to 
draw this general dedu6^ion, that the ftate 
of this kingdom ' is flourifhing, being in 
every circumftance on the improvement. 
^ The people increafe; they are richer; the 
revenues of the crown is more than doubled. 

Vol. II. U without 
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Without the addition of frefh taxes 5 nu- 
fiierous manufa(^ures are eftablifhed; much 
commerce acquired and encouraged; and, in 
general, the people are in a far better ftate 
and condition than fome years ago. Thefe 
fadls are of importance to be known ; for 
every man, who wifhes to be well acquainted 
with the tranfaflions and prefent ftate of the 
Xvorld, ought to know how thefe circum- 
ftances vary, particularly in the feveral 
kingdoms of Europe, which^ it is extremely 
plain, cannot be learnt from books, written 
many years ago : all thfe affairs of a king- 
dom are liable to change very much, and 
it is only from frefh. intelligence therefore 
that a jufl idea can be carried on. Nor 
Ihould the inhabitants of Britain, of France, 
or of any other great kingdom or empire, 
moft interefted on the theatre of Europe, 
negle6l the affairs of their fmaller neigh- 
bours. The greateft empires rife from 
fmall beginnings, and the moft trifling 
kingdoms fometimes meet with opportu- 
nities for appearing with diftinguifbed eclat 
in the aflFairs of the world. Denmark is no 
trifling kingdom ; though not confiderable, 
when compared with fome others in Europe. 
It is for thefe reafons, that I have dwelt the 
longer on many particulars concerning it, 

in 
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in which the reader cannot gain atty juftin-^ 
telligence from former books ; for old ones 
are no longer true, and modern travellers 
have, in general, flighted all the North. 

Having finiflied my enquiries at Copen- 
hagen, I took my paflage for London, in 
the Anna-Maria, a large fhip bound foi" 
that port, in which I was accommodated 
with the total nfe of an agreeable cabbin ; 
and having laid in plenty of freflxprovifionS 
for my voyage, made a very good one, 
bringing over with me, in the fame fliip, 
my new poftillion, as well as the fervant I 
had carried from England : the fftrnier was 
much pleafed with the idea of feeing that 
country. The climate of Sweden is too 
cold for .win|:er travelling, I defigned to 
{lay therefore at London till May, and 
then to return, and begin my travels through 
that kingdom. 
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Travels through Sweden. 
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CHAP. VI. 

From Copenhagen to Eljineur — Journey to GoU 
tenburg — DefcripUon of the Country and the 
HuJJ/andry — Gottenburg — hake Wener-^ 
The State of the Country— T^o Upfal—Con-^ 
verfations with Sir Charles Linnaeus — State 
of 'Agriculture in Sweden — Journey to 
Stockholm. 

I Returned from England to Copenhagen, 
in May 1769, landing .at that city the 
24th; I waited the foUowihg day on M. le 
Count Smikelane, andafterwads called on the 
Baron de Rofenburg, but the latter was ab- 
fent at his eftate at Funen ; the Count gave 
me a letter of recommendation to the Baron 
Milfter at Stockholm. I.fet off for Elfineur 
the 26 th, and not getting out fo early in 
the morning as I might have done, loft my 
paflage for that day, and was forced to take 
my night's lodging at a miferable inn. El- 
fineur is a fmall town, and very poorly 
•builti and only remarkable for being the. 

U 4 placQ 
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place where the Danes oblige fhips to ftop^ 
in order to make them pay toll for paf- 
(ing the Sound. Near the town is the caftlc 
of Cronenburg, the cannon of which arc 
fuppofed, though very falfely, to command 
the road -, for many are the fhips that have 
bid defiance to the guns, and palTed it toll 
free. 

I fliould remark, that having fold my 
old chaife at Copenhagen, upon embarking 
laft year for London, I intended to pur- 
chafe another at that place, for "equipping 
me on my Swedifh expedition; but my 
friend the Count, advifed me to truft to 
the chance of the road till I reached 
Gottenburgj where I fliould be able to pur- 
chafe another, much better adapted to the 
roads of Sweden, which are very ftoney and 
mountainous i and this advice I followed, 
inftead of fupplying myfelf again at Copen- 
hagen. 

The 27th I crofled the paffage, and 
landed at Elfmburg, a town in the Swedifh 
province of Schonen, which is tolerably well 
fortified > the caftle is a handfome edifice, 
but I do hot take it to be very flrong. 
From Elfmburg I hired horfes to Laholm, 
which is twenty-four miles diflance^ and 
for my baggage I hired a cart, called here a 

waggon. 
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waggon. This journey I performed very 
well by night; it lies through a country 
that is in general flat, of a rich foil, and well 
cultivated ; I think better than moft parts in 
Denmark. The people are evidently in a 
very happy and contented fituation, and I 
take it, they are more independent, and 
more at their eafe, than the Danes, from 
the' plain fpirit of liberty, which aSuates 
them in their attention, or rather want of 
attention to ftrangers ; for you do not meet 
with the fame civilities here, as on the other 
fide of the water : I do not mean cifential 
attentions, l)Ut thofe little marks of obliging- 
nefs, which every foreigner looks for in 
vain in England, whei-e every boor he 
meets with thinks himfelf as good as a 
French Duke. Wherever I meet with this, 
I conclude at once, that I am in a very free 
country. The peafants were ploughing 
their lands, which are all open fields, with 
oxen, two or three in a plough; and it 
went, I thought, as deep as I have feen four 
horfes in England, which ft ruck me very 
much : they feem here to be very good huf- 
bandmen. 

Upon this firft mention of the hufbandry 
in Sweden^' let me remark, that during my 

refi- 
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rcfidcnce at London laft winter, I laid my. 
defign of a journey through Sweden, the 
enfuing fummer, before my friend Mr. 

Y , informing him that I had pafled 

through Holland, Flanders, part of Ger- 
many, and all Denmark ; that I had made 
. minutes of the events of my journey, and 
the obfervations that had appeared moft im- 
portant to me ; thefc I begged of him to 
look over; he approved much of my defign ;^ 
and I requcfted him to point out thofe en- 
quiries in agriculture, which would moft 
probably turn to account, and give me the 
-bell information to be gained in my jour- 
ney through Sweden, Mufcovy, and Poland. 
That gentleman granted my requeft, in the 
moft obliging manner that was poffiblc; 
and among other articles of enquiry, gave 
me a paper of the following as * important. 
I fubmitted entirely to his knowledge and 
judgment, in this matter, being myfelf ig-» 
nor ant of the pra6lice of agriculture, and 
obliged to repeated enquiries "for the Jittle 
knowledge I have of it. 

*' Take notice of the foil, particularly as 
to the grand diftinftions of clay, fand, and 
rocky; of chalk, I believe they have none ^ 
in Sweden. 

'' The 
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*• The crops they cultivate defervc no- 
tice, and the fucceiSon in which they caft 
them. 

** The produ£l is always of confequencc 
to know. 

** The fort and application of manures 
{hould be attended to. 

*' The winter food of cattle, in that 
cold climate, is of eflential confequence to 
know, 

** I need not mention the general ftate of 
farms, reQ)e61:ing the number of hands, 
cattle, and produfts, proportioned to the 
given quantities of land; this -muft cer- 
tainly ftrike you, as an cfTential objed: of 
enquiry ; but you will not often be able to 
gain the intelligence you wifti in it.'* 

I was glad to find, that my friend had * 
pointed out feyeral enquiries that I had 
made the preceding year in Flanders, Ger- 
many, and Denmark; had I been fortunate 
enough to have made the pradice of this 
ufefi^l fcience . earlier my ftudy, I fliould 
have been able to have given much more 
valuable and difl:in6l accounts ; but never- 
thelefs, the enquiries which a perfon, ig- 
norant as I am, in pafling through a coun- 
try which has fcarcely ever been travelled, 
except on bufinefs, muft have fome ufe in 

them; 
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them; and accordingly I fhall not fail 
to make memorandums of the objeds, which 
appear moft ftriking to me, and which 
my ingenious friend's memorandums point 
out. 

Laholm has nothing in it worthy^ of the 
leaft notice : the next morning, viz. the^ 
2Sth» I took horfes to Hclmftadt, ^ the 
Pittance o£ twelve miles, ftill continuing 
in a level country, which appeared very 
frnirful; all the country was in motion, 
tillage was every wheiie going on for barley 
andoats. Sec, Helmftadtisa port town, 
where there feems to be fomc trade by the 
ftipping I faw in the harbour; but it is 
not a cpnfiderable place. From hence I ^ 
leached Ragelin by dinner, the diftance of 
fix and twenty miles, through a country 
fimilar to the preceding ; it is near a coaft, 
but there are fome higher grounds, which 
are principally fand banks, and Which they 
plough and fow v^th various Ibrts of grain r • 
there are likewife fbme marflies of vaft ex- 
tent» whichi I was informed, were applied 
to fattening oxen, which are brought from 
the bireeding country of the mountains, and 
having lived in general hardily, they fatten 
very quickly in thefe marlhes ; from tha 
b4t intelligence I could get, I found that 

they 
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tKey turned the beafts into them about the 
beginning of June, and they were generally 
^t by the end of Auguft : an ox, that^ 
by my guefs would weigh forty flone Eng- 
lifli weight, 141b. to the ftone, requires 
asmuchmarfh as amounts to the portion 
of two Engliih acres to fatten him; but 
then there- will be a little food afterwardifc 
for the farmers cows* . The Swedifli far:- 
mers hire them at about twelve fhillinga 
Englifli an acre, and reckon them more 
profitable than their arable lands. 

It is twelve miles from Ragelih to Got- 
tenburg, which I rode in the afternoon, 
but my baggage wjis not to arrive till the 
next day at night. In this journey, which 
I have taken to Gottenburg, I have realbn 
to praife the pun6luality, civility, and clean-, 
linefs, of the Swedifh innkeepers. I have 
not received, in any inftance, the leaft rea- 
fonfor complaint; they are very expeditious 
in getting ready poft-horfes, and poftillions, 
who are never fancy or difobiiging, although 
they live in a free country ; for in fuch ref- 
pe6ts, I have generally found it moft agree- 
able travelling in kjngdoms under an arbi- 
trary government : our own country, how- 
ever, is another exceptibn, for in/ the world, 
there is not fuch another to travel in; and 

befides. 
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befidcs, the infinite fupcriority of our roads 
to thofc of any other country, makes it, 
beyond all cgmparifon, more delightful; 
from the little I have as yet feen of the 
roads in Sweden, I doubt I fhall not have 
much reaj(bn to praifc them, they fcem 
to have fcarcely any repairs. 

Gottenburg is a very confiderable fea port 
town, and from its fituation much exceeds 
any other in Sweden for trade ; yet there is 
not fo much commejce carried on here as 
at Stockholm; forfnerly Nordkopping ex- 
ceeded it, but the eftablifhment of the Swe- 
dilh Eaft India company here has been of 
very great advantage to it, hy bringing 
much other trade ; fo that now It, i-s the fe- 
cond port in Sweden. They have here 
large magazines and warehoufes, with an 
exceeding good dock for building, repairing, 
and careening their fhips. There are alfo at 
Gottenburg feveral toleraible churches ; and 
among other buildings, the arfenai and tTie 
town-houfe are pretty confiderable. The 
commerce of this place is very thriving, and 
the iiumber of fhips belonging to It^liavc, 
for thefe twenty years laft paA, been much 
• upon the increafe. Indeed, trade fecms to 
be getting much more amongft thefe north- 
ern nations than formerly. At Gotten-r 

burg^ 
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burgi I purchafed a Swedifh chaife and a 
pair of horfes 5 they told me> I fhould find 
four ncceffary, but I thought I might ass 
well truft to poft ones for a pair, for the 
fake of having a guJfle in the poftillion. The 
30th, in the morn, I fet off and breakfafted 
at Bahus, about eight miles diftance, which 
IS fituated on an ifland in a river ; it is a ro- 
mantic place, and pretty fortified well for 
, Sweden, which does not abound with very 
regular fortifications. - * , * ' 

From Bahus I expected to reach Lidfcop* 
ping by night, but was difappointed ; they 
told me, the diftance was only feven and 
thirty miles, but, inftead of which, it is rnore 
than fifty ; I was therefore forced to fet up 
fny bed at a village twenty ' miles fhert> 
where I met with very civil, decent people i 
but 'the landlord's chief dependance vva-s oit 
his hulbandry, for he was a pretty confider- 
able firmer: his houfe ftands on a rifing 
ground, commanding a gobd view; of lake 
Wener, which is a vaft water, above' foiir-^ 
fcore miles long, and in fome places near 
forty brbad • He fhewed me fi-om his dooi' 
all his farm, which is to be fpen very dif- 
tindtly on the fide of his hill ; with fome 
diffiGult}^, and with the 'help of my inter- 
preter, 'I ^made a near guefs at the meafure 

of 
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of it, and judge his farm about one hurt-* 
dred acres Englifh, and for which he pays 
a rent of two and twenty pounds. He gene- 
rally has twelve acres of wheat, and thrice 
as many of oats, with twenty of the Swedifli 
turnip, which is a very large, hardy plant, 
, that grows under ground like a turnip, with 
broad fpreading leaves from it, of the co- 
lour of cabbage leaves; this plant, my land* 
lord informed me, never was hurt by. the 
(harpeft feverity of their winters, and they 
depended on it principally for the winter 
fuftenance of the cattle. I further found, 
that one acre of it was fufficient to carry 
three head of cattle through the winter, 
with the affiftance of feme ilraw and hay, 
if the crop was very good ; but if only mo- 
derate, not more than two head, and that 
many acres would not ferve more than one* 
That they made their land very fine, to re- 
ceive the feed, and generally dUnged it well ; 
if the feed comes up too thick, they thin the 
plants ; but if it comes up regular, and as 
it fhoujd, they then leave it. I alked if 
they bellowed no culture in hoeing or clean- 
ing, while the crop was growing ; he faid 
only weeding by hand. They reckon the 
culture of it a good preparation for oats, of 
which they get fine crops ; and, as well as I 

could 



SWEDEN, 5of 

could make out^ about three quarters and 
and half from an Engliih acre. Wheat 
they have only attempted to cultivate of lato 
years, but have had much better fuccefs than 
they had expefted. He told me, all their 
formers now had every year a field of vtrheat, 
provided their lands were not of a very infe-i 
rior fort: the crops generally yield about 
two quarters an acre, fcldom more. The 
fi)il here is various, but in general, the fields 
they plough, are of a reddifh loam on clay 
or flints, and in ploughing carries a good 
countenance. Their favourite foil is a fort 
of reddifh loam.; wl)en about eight inchea 
deep, on A regular bed of rock^ then they 
fay they are fure of getting corn enougii; 
but what this is owing to, i cannot conjec- 
ture. In rcfpeft to their cattle, they havci 
fmall oxen and cows, but the latter yield 
well in milk, and they reckon them thot 
mod profitable animal they keep; thcr^^ arc 
fome flieep hercji but not in great numbers ; 
they do not think thern advantageous, un-n 
lefs they have a very large range for them to 
wander about ; their herds are fed in fum^-.^ 
mer in 'meadows, which are generally the 
bottom grounds between the hills> and fer-^ 
tile enough^ 

YoL.,U, /X . Th9 
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The S iftt i reached iidko|>ping by hrtsii^^ 
h& ; the road was rery bad^ but this ugljr 
drcuniftasce was niade aroeads for by th^ 
amazing fipe vt^vn I comsoand^, moft part 
p£ the way, of Lake Wener ; this poantry is, 
in general, beautifiilly roii^iitic i the hills 
^ not awfully great/ tfnd the yales are nu- 
merous, fo (hat the whoieis w^l dtyerfified. 
From'Lidkopping to t^ic&A^^^ is about 
twenty xpiles, which I reached (b late in the ' 
afternoon that I could not ^smtare furdier 
tiiat nightj This line of cou^itry is yef 
more beautiful thai^ the former^for the lake 
enla]*ges4tfdf all the way, till you can (carcely 
(^c the c^^pofite ihqre ; and at Marieftadt, 
there is one way in which nothing can be 
(itfcerned with the naked eye but iky aiid 
water. The creeks and promontories difo, 
which break the fliore of the teke in this 
Jine, make it remarkably ftriking. In the 
evening I repeated my enquiries, upon the 
fjibjeft of their hufbandry, and I found, 
that in the neighbourhood of Marieftadt were 
feveral gentlemeiis feats, who cultivated 
ponfiderable tracks of land themfdves, ancj 
that fome of them had to the amouiK of 
fix hundred acres; that thgy djd it by mews 
pf bailiffs, and paid the peafants for all the 
lyork, except what ^y4S perfoyn^ed by fcr- 

Y^ts^ 
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^aitts k«pt in their faoufes. Much wheal 
is cultivated here, but all is fown in the 
fpring, if it may be fo called, for fummcf 
foccceds the winter fo quiclcly^ that their 
fpring 1$ of very ftioft duration ; they gre 
equally fond of the Swedifli turnip here as 
their neighbours v^^ith whom I lodged laft 
' night I bqt the accoqnt is fomcthing diiFe-i? 
rent, for they ajlot an acre of it to every 
head of cattle they winter, but which feed$ 
their hogs befideSf Swin^ is a prinK-ipal ar-t 
tide with them, they make a great profit 
by J?eeping large herd5 in the low ground^ 
6n the banks of th? Jake, where they get 
wild roots in fiich abun^ancf^ tl?at gr?a| 
jiunibers are maintained on them, without 
any coft to their Qwnerst The crop of oat« 
here is generally about three quarters an4 
fin half per acre; v/heat, in general, not more 
thzt\ two i but fome good Jands have bcci\ 
known to yield foiir; they know not of any 
pther hulbandry here^ than fallowing for 
0iat grain, 

June the firfti I f^t out for R.ulbag, a| 
thirty miles diftance, b^t from the ba^ncfsf 
pf the roads did not get there before night* 
Tlie country is mjich the fame as what I 
fiad paflfed J they were ma«uriog many fields 
\x\ it for fowing with Swedish ;ttti?nip, whicl^ 
X 8 W^C 
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are an article of culture that Increafes much 
among them ; fome farmers, with whom I 
converfed, informed me, that they ejiable^ 
them to keep large flocks of cattle in win-: 
ter, which they fed in the fumjner on the 
marfties ; a fyftem which is more profita-r 
ble, they affert, than any other ; keeping 
great numbers of cattle, they think, i« much 
inore advantageous than growing corn; 
which I did not cqmprehend clearly, as grain 
fells well aipong them ; but they explained 
it very wel| to me by faying,, that without the 
affiftanceof their cattle in raifing dung, they 
fhould be able to grow but v^ry poor crops 
of com ; that their foil w^s not fo rich as 
in fome provinces, where they could get 
wheat upon land that ha4 neygr heen dung- 
ed. Their fpeaking of dunging reminde4 
xne of enquiring after their nianures ; and J 
found their favQUrite one i§ wood aflies, of 
which they Uy great quantities qn heaps^ 
mixipg at very often with earth* Wood is 
fo very plentiful among them, that it is of 
yery fmall value j and their way pf reducing 
wood land to cqrn lai^d, is, to agree with 
their landlord for fuch a q^ianuty of wafte 
wood land ; then thfy cut it down, anci grub 
up all the roots, and reduce evory tiling tQ 
aO:^e5, pf whiqh they get (o vafl; ? quantity^ 

^ ^ ' V'^ " - " ' that 
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tJiaf dnc acre will )rield enough to manure 
fiot only itfelf, biit alfo two others of their 
old land ; and they efteem this method fo 
much^ that if the land is well covered with 
wood, they will give from five to fevert 
pounds fterling per acre, for liberty to ufe 
it in this manner ; and^ after two ytar«^ a 
regular rent per acre for tjhe land befides. 

Rufcog is a fmall places prettily fituated 
i3pon the banks of a branch of Lake We- 
ner ; but it has not any thing that is wor- 
thy of notice; Here, as well as at all the 
places I ftopped at,- near the lake, I feafted 
on tencbi Which they have of a fine colour 
and admirable flavour, weighing from one 
pound to three ; the frefh water fifli of all 
forts are fo good and plentiful in Sweden^ 
that they make travdling wonderfully agree- 
able. It is like carrying a fine fifh-pond 
with us whdrever we go. 

The fecond I got to Orebro, the diftancd 
thirty fix milesi through a country that ap-« 
pears tt) be in general pretty good and fer- 
tile. There are hiaiiy tracks I palM Which 
are in cultivation, and the foil gotxl; moft 
of the vales are either meadow or rich ara-* 
ble. Orebro is a fmall town, fituated oil 
another lake, which is a pretty one, and 
hath fcveral woody iilands in it, that make 
X 3 ft beau- 
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a beautiful appearance; Here alfo I kftd 
fine fiih, and at a very cheap rate s indeed 
^very thing is very lofw pficed quite from 
JBEabus hither. AH the line of country^ fronx 
Gottcnburg to Orebro, is tolerably peo- 
j^led ; the villages ar* not thick, but I have 
gone throii^ many countries ^n^here they 
are much thinner, and you pafs in no pare 
of it for many miles over continued tracks 
of heathe and moors without any cultivation > 
en the cGtotrary^ the rales between the hiJIs 
are generally in culture^ and wliere the land 
is tolerable^ there are not mmy f{k>t$ with-» 
out fome farms and cottages near them. 

On the third, I got to Arofia; the diA 
tanee is forty feven miles, through a country 
iknilaF to that I Had paiTed, but amazingly 
interfe6led with branches and creeks of Lake 
Meier. I dined at a little inn, afln^e houie^^ 
about half way, where I had, according to 
cuftom, excellent fifti ; you dine very weU in 
this country, wine included, for five ihil^ 
lings, and upon di(hes which woald come 
to fifteM or twenty at the inns between 
London and Bath, c&cclufive of wine. I was 
at firft troubled ill this journey with their 
cookery, for they fried the fifh in greafe, not 
butter, and feemed to have an admirable 
hand at converting* a good diih into a mod 

beaftly 
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Ibeaftry one. My man Martin> who had 
travelled with me through France and Ita- 
ly, and had made four campaigns, Was not 
at a lofe in the ibience of cookery, and took^ 
tfipon himfeif the dire^ion of the kitchen^ 
vhile it wais employed m providi|}g fot my 
table s by which means, I wAs always fure* 
liot only taiind good fifti, but cookery equal- 
ly excellent ; and this is a circumftanc^ 
which I would advife every gentleman to r^ 
fnember, who undertakes the tour of Swe-«' 
den, 

I arrived at Upfil oA the fourth, thef dif- 
tancc is 24 miles ; the country I palted was 
much cut hf branches of the Lake Meier,' 
but the hulbandry was rather better thart 
w^iat I had 'travelled through before* They 
g^in two quartei-s and an half of wheat pe# 
ficre, and four quartere of oats $ they fov^ 
fdmc barley, which is a grain very little cul-* 
tivated in Sweden, and of which I had be* 
fore received no intelligence; they fow it in^ 
ftead of oats after their turnips, ploughing 
twice for it, and the crops they get amount 
fometimes to four quarters per acre, feldont 
4efs than three ; but I ihould obferve, that 
the foil, upon which they fow it, is theit 
bcft, and at the fame time very well mantu*^ 
.red. Some peafants, I converfed with, faid, 

X 4 they 
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they did not likp barley, they thought oats^ 
paid them much better ; but they called it 
a new faihion» and faid, that fome of their 
great farmers likc^ it for that reafon. But 
the truth feemed rather to be^ that theie 
peafants difliked it, becaufe it was not an old 
one. Relative to the winter food of cattle, 
they informed me, that the moft approved 
method they had among them, was to take 
up their turnips in September, to cut off 
the tops and the roots, and to ftqw them in 
caverns in the fides of their hills, for win- 
ter ufe. I faid, -that the farmers, with 
whom I had converfcd on , my journey from 
Gottenburg, had not mentioned any fuch 
pra6li€e« They replied, that they did not 
ufe the method, but that it was neverthelefs 
much the beft. They allow two hearts to 
an acre of turnips, with afliilance from 
ftraw, &c. They manure their meadows 
with wood afhes, '^ajUfed in the manner I 
mentioned above, and affured me, that they 
found it much the moil advantageous way : 
Three acres of meadow will fatten a large 
ox. 

Upfal is a confiderablc town, on a branch, 
of the Lake Meier ; there is nothing in it fo 
worthy of notice as the famous Sir Charles 
Xfinnaeus. the head of the univerfity here ; 

and 
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abd whofe fame in natucal hiftory is as great 
as that of Charles the Twelfth for his vic^ 
tones, I had no letters of recommendation to 
this celebrated profeflbr, and what was worfep 
I was no botanift. However, I thought he 
would not flight my compliment^ if I de« 
iigiied to wait on him, as a mere Engliih 
gentleman, travelling in Sweden through 
coriofity. Accordingly I wrote a card to 
him, fignifying myfeLf a gentleman from 
England, on his travels through Sweden, 
who was fo unfortunate as not to have any 
letters of recommen4^tion to him, but who 
would be extremely happy in bdng admitted 
to his converfation, I had a moil: polite 
and obliging anfwer^ requefting my com^ 
panjr to fpend the ev^ing that night at his 
apartments in the college, which I obeyed 
with very great readinels. The old man re- 
ceived me with much civility, and kindnef$9 
he enquired my motives for vifiting Swe- 
den; a country, he laid, fo much ilighted 
by the generality of travellers. I told him, 
that was the circumftance which had moll 
engaged me in the defi^n of travelling 
through it ; for 1 had paffed through France, 
Italy, and the beft part of Germany long 
ago ; but that finding the accounts of the 
liorthern kiadoms of Europe, fo very im- 
perfect 
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pcHeft and defkiecit in the iBoil dSentia^ 
parts^ I had a Arong ouribfity ta make my^ 
felf perfonally acquainted with tfacm* Hd 
comn^ndod me for the idea^ but iaid, thas 
] {hould not find moch matter of entaiH'* 
ment in Sweden^ if 1 trx?el)ed in fMirfiiit of 
ine buildings^ pi<fhiresi and Aatue9< Ta whkh 
1 anfwered> that thefe wc^e not the'objeds 
ef my enquiriesi^ nor of my cniiofit^ ; th»t 
I found entertainment in majung my&ii ac-- 
quainted with the a^cultore of the coon-^ 
tries I pafled through, with the various prac- 
tices of the peafants in the management of 
their cattle and crops t alfo in the ftate of 
manufactures, and the fuccefs of commeirce^ 
and that I thought the manners oif the peo- 
ple of a country more vt^orthy attention than 
fine ftatues ; and that their cuftoms pleafed 
tne much better than pictures. Your fenti« 
ments. Sir, faid he/ are very rational;, and 
if fuch objedls can give you any pleafure, 
you may find entertainment in Sweden. I 
fuppofe you have made natural hiftory your 
ftudy ? This was a queftion which hurt me 
not a little j however, I owped my igno- 
i-ance with the befl grace I could, * but re- 
gretted it at the fame time. Sit Charles 
ihewed himfelf by the fucceeding part of the 
coiiverfation^ to^be as polite as learned ; foir 

Ending 



S^ W B D E N: 3if 

finding tkat I wias no naturalift, he converf-% 
^ on fueh matters as he found I had xnade 
eiiqiiiries after, and particularly of agricul* 
ture. He gave me feveral opportunities of 
making enquiries of him, concerning fomo 
points in the hufbandry of the country^ 
about whkh I want to be informed^ I alked 
bim coiiei^ning the advantages of the Swe* 
difh turnip, and the account he gave mc 
was as follows : It is a plant that caoaie to 
ua originally from Lapland; obfenre faid 
be> I mean relative to Common cultivation^ 
for if I fpeak, cif it botaaicajly, I fliould 
oame itas the produ£lio^ of many other 
countries j our farmers had it from thence > 
from thence it fpread by degrees through 
the northern provinces of the kingdom, and 
was found of more ufe than all other winter 
plants put together/, the great property ot 
It, is refifting the fharpeft and moil continu- 
ed frofts, which we have in this country ; fo» 
that I have myfelf known the foil of a field 
of them, frozen a yard deep, and yet the 
crop not to fuffer the leaft damage. Befidea 
this, cattle are remarkably fond of them, 
and will thrive on them better than on any 
other winter plant with which our farmers 
are acquainted. It is further a very hardy 
plant, refpeSing cultivation, not requiringf 

a«y 
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any attention that is beyond the ability of 
the common farmers to give; It lov^es ^ 
dkcp, rich foil, and pays the farmer well foi^ 
dung { the crops of it are fometinies very 
confidcrable. I have feen crops of them^ 
even in the mountains of Dalecarlia^ in which 
the plants, one w^ith anolher^ weighed four 
pounds, and fome fingle plants rofe up {a 
Jkigh as twelve pounds ; and I have no doubts 
if the farmers would give better tillage while 
they arc growing, but they would rife on ail 
average to eight or nine pounds^ They rec-f 
kon an acre to be fufBcient to maintain, du- 
ring winter, from one to four head of cat-^ 
tie ; but you fhould obferve, that this vari- 
ation is. not fo much from difference of pro- 
duce, as that df management ; many of the 
farmers giving their cattle but a certain al- 
lowianceof the turnip aday, aadtheothcfrpartf 
of their food is either ftraw or hay; and fome 
ef the moft judicious among them, have af- 
fured me, that the cattle do not thrive or* 
keep themfelves fat and well, in proportioil 
to the quantity of greeti meat they have, for 
very many will do as well with a ffated al- 
lowance, made up with eating as much ftraw" 
as they like, as if they had nothing but tur- 
nips ; and which is a point very material td 
be known among them, and, mdeed, in all 

othei' 
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pther countries, where a fiinilar cEConomy 
is carried on. One of the greateft ad van- 
Jtages of the culture of this root is, its being 
as good a preparation for corn a^ a fallow 
pf mere ploughing, which is an obje6i: of 
infinite importance ; but the farmers do not 
give it fuch fair play as they ought, for the 
culture they beftow, while it is growing, is 
only tQ pluqk out the weeds by hand ; where- 
as they oijght tq hoe them, as they 4o turr 
jtiips in England ; but a better plan would 
be on your countryman Tull's principle, 
to horfe hoe them in rows, by which means 
the ground vyoul^ be much better pulve- 
rized. 

The memoirs of the times have certainly 
told you. Sir, that not many years ago, Swe- 
lien produce4 no wheat, and it might al- 
moft be faid with truth, that the quantity 
in her beft provinces was fo fmall, that Li- 
vonia and Poland nearly fupplied her ; and 
much came alfq in fome years even from 
England. Seeing this conftajit importa- 
tion, I, amopg others, made reprelentations 
to the government, to Ihew that it was en- 
tirely through ignorance in our'^farmers, that 
they did not raife wheat enough for us, with- 
put the kingdom fufFering fuch a continual 
^rain pf n^pne:y. I was applied to for the 

means 
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mcauis of bringing in the culture, and I re^ 
commended particularly, the reducing tho 
importation of it by degrees^ till it came to 
jiothing, and which might be done by pro- 
portioning duties upon it, and laft of all, a 
prohibition ; that fmall bounties fliould be 
diftributed through all the provinces to thofe 
farmers, who entered raoft into the culture 
of it; and inftruflions fent them for eon- 
duaing themfelves, AH this was executed 
^t a very fmall exp^nce ; nor is it eafily to 
be believed, how quickly they took to tho 
culture of wheat ; for having once found it 
more profitable to them than any other 
grain, and of a rnuch readier market, they 
never afterwards failed of having a portion of 
their arable land under this crop^ I fhould 
not have rhet with fo ready a compliance 
with the method I'propofed, had it not been 
for an accidental event, which happened 
)uft before I made the reprefentatibns, Li- 
vonia and Poland had almoft loft their crops, 
for two fucceffive years, which made this 
kingdom principally depend on England; 
and from whence our import had been very 
regular, but in the laft of thofe, years, you 
laid an embargo upon your corn; and wc 
were compleatly left in th^ lurch, infomuch 
that the JDjuch brotight us wheat ov^rlrora 
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die Mediterranean* Seeing that we had na 
i^gular dcpendancy even on £ngian<], give 4 
greater weight to my memorials than they 
would otherwife have had, and I queftion if 
I fhould have focceeded, at leaft of many 
yearrs, if the prahibition of exportation had 
pot happened as in England it did. 

But at prefent. Sir, we experience very few 
yeftrs, in whidh we do not raife wheat pnougl^ 
for our own confumption ; and the farmers 
^nd it ^ profitable to them as it is in other 
cotmtries, though our crops are not fo plen- 
tiful in general as in warmer climates. Upon 
pair beft land«, and in fhcltered fituations, wc 
have fometimes very fine crops ; and I be- 
lieve you will, in moft places, find, that 
they raife from one and an half to three 
quarters upon an acre ; but they never fow 
it, CKcept in the beft fields^ of a farinv; aiid 
pur farms have not all of them land fuita- 
^le to the culture of it, oats afe with us the 
moil general crop, though there arc large 
produfts of peafe, but efpecially of beans, 
gained in fome of the provinces. 

Tfie article, in which you will iind them 
moft deficient, is grafles ; very few of thp 
farmers know any thing of the artificial 
graffcs, except clover, and not a twentieth 
part of tl^e kingdom know even that ^ in 

their 
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their meadows they arc extremely careleis of 
the herbage, not knowing it to be a mat-* 
ter of any confequence ; but are very weU 
fatisfied if they find a large growth, no mat- 
ter of what. Hence refulta many lofles to 
them, (heir cattle underfland the point much 
better ; and if they copld (hoofe, would, but 
unfortunately they ipuft eat what they are 
turned into of ilarve ^ in fom^ instances, 
liowcver, they will freely eat of herbs very 
pernicious to them, For w^nt c^ better 
undcrftanding this part of their bufineis, our 
peafants very often find their herd deceive; 
them, and yield very little milk, when they 
cxpeft a great deal ; or prove lean at a time 
that they ought to have been fjt. The low 
grounds in Swedep are generally coQvo^ted ta 
paflurage, and many of (hem are little bet^ 
ter than bogs and inarihes; but whkh> pro- 
perly drained and cultivated, would turn out 
mod advantageous meadow, and yet you 
will fee great tracks of fuch in a very wafto 
condition. 

To this I remarked, that It was no waysi 
furpri^ing, when there were fuch numer- 
ous, unimproved waftes even in my owi% 
country ; more ftill in France, and nume«» 
rous ones in the beft climates, richeft foilsj^ 
ahd freeft governnacnts in Europe, This, \ 

Qbferycd^ 
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obferved, was a moft remarkable fad, and 
well worthy of his reflection. ' 

It is not fo remarkable, replied this gen- 
tleman, as at firft fight it appears. Improve- 
ments of wafte lands make but a very flow 
progrefs in any country, where they are the 
property of private perfons ; but what an 
amazing figure do fuch works niake in Ame- 
rica, where the wafte is open for every man 
to take as milch as he pleafes in fee fimple, 
paying only moderate fines ? But where 
waftes belong to private perfons, and make 
part of the ellates of princes, nobles, and 
gentlemen, improvements muft be ilow for 
many reafons ; fuch perfons have generally 
methods enough of fpending their fortunes, 
without doing any good; they cannot afford; 
or at leaft they will not afford the neceffary 
expenditure in buildings, inclofures, and 
other previous works, neceflary to convert a 
wafte into farms for whoever will hire theiji. 
.This method of doing the bufmefs muft 
therefore neceffarily be very flow. Befides 
fuch perfons are e?tr<?mely tenacious of 
the rights, properties, jurifdi6lion, &c. 
of their waftes, and will very feldom give a 
man leave to do all thefe works for himfelf^ 
with a perpetual leafe, that he and his heirs 
for ever may be the better for his labours, 
VoL.IL Y fo 
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fo that how, and by whom are waftcs to t>c 
improved ? It is evident they can be done 
but very flowly ; now and then a landlord^ 
tvho happens to be a faving man^ forms a 
inew farm J accidentally too a farmer will be 
at the expence of improvement with a te- 
nure of but a moderate length *s and fome^ 
gentlemen^ that have waftes very near their 
refidencc, are induced to improve them, be- 
caufe of their vicinity ; it is thus that, by 
flow degrees, waftes- are improved ; and ir 
muft ftrike every perfon that thefe caufesare 
very weak, compared with the vaft extent of 
them in moft countries^ Great progrefs will 
no where be made, without laws being par- 
ticularly enafted, to force proprietors to grant 
kafes of waftes to whoever will be at the ex- 
pence of improving them. 

The way in which Sir Charles account^ 
cd for the exiftence of fo much wafte land 
in every country, pleafcd me much ^ as it i& 
the only one in which I ever heard a fatis- 
fadory account given. Upon my afking 
kim concerning the general ftateof hulban- 
dry at prefent in Sweden, whether k was m 
an improving way in moft particulars. He 
replied : 

. The beft, and indeed, the only way of 
judging of that, with any degree of preci- 

iioiV 
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fioii, is by attending to the variations in the 
value of land ; we have found that in Swe* 
deft, land in general has increafed in pried 
gradually for above forty years, and for the 
lafl: twenty yearsj in a more rapid manner 
than befdre; this has been owing to our 
taifing many commbdities at home, which 
ivc formerly bought of our neighbours i 
anioriff which wheat (ds I mentioned before) 
is the cnief 5 and it is alfo owing verymuch to the 
wife encouragement, that trade and manufac- 
tures have received of late years, which has 
brought much money into the country, and 
given a iiew value to every thing. Now^ 
Siri land could not fell better than former- 
ly, without money being mord plenty, or 
our hiifbandry being better; for the value of 
the foil depends not only on the quantity of 
money in the country^ but alfo on the value 
of the produ6ls> and they are ^fFefled only 
by variations in cultivation. But at the 
fame time that I am clear, our agriculture 
is in general much improved, I am alfo 
clear, that we are many, very many degrees 
from the perfedlion to which we might ea-* 
fily with a fpirited attention arrive : and this 
we ftiould do, if we attended mofe to certain 
points of encouragement, which would be 
cafy to give our hufbandry, 

Y z * Upon 
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Upon my mentioning the pleafure it would 
give me to hear his fentiments upon this 
head, he very readily went on in the fol- 
lowing manner : 

Inclofing is pretty well known in Sweden, 
* but not pradiced fo much by any means as 
it ought to be* In this our beft hufband- 
men agree, and the pradice of England con- 
firms the idea, to be the.only means of hav- 
ing any valuable improvements carried on 
cffeftively; but our landlords and farmers 
are equally averfe to any expences beyond 
thofe certain ones of the day, which they 
cannot efcape ; now this can only be reme- 
. died by the legiflative power, which ought 
to oblige ail proprietors to inclofe their fields 
in fome fubftantial manner, and to enable 
them, at the fame time, to raifc their rents 
upon their tenants fufficiently to pay good in- 
terefts for the fums expended ; and I would 
have them limited, not to make larger in- 
clofures than one hundred acres. This mea- 
fure would very much promote the good 
hufbandry of the kingdom. 

Another, which I think would alfobe necef- 
fary^ would be to appoint infpeftors of the huf- 
bandryof the kmgdom. One might be appoint- 
ed to every large province, and one might in- 
fped; two or three fmatli ones 5 whofe bufmefs 

fhould 
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fhouid be merely the viewing the lands of 
every diftinft farmer in his province, taking 
an •account of his crops under every deno- 
mination, the number of acies, the manure, 
the cattle of every fort, the woods, forefts, 
waftesj and to whom they all belong, with 
the number cf inhabitants of all claffes and 
ages. Memorandums fliould he made of 
thofe farmers who feemed to' excel in any 
branch of their art, and alfo of the compa- 
rative degree of fuch excellence. In con- . 
fequence of thefe accounts, I would have . 
premiums diftributed to all farmers who ex- 
celled; and thebeft that could be devifedi^ 
would be fums of fnoney given, or in cafts 
where larger fums were reqiiifite, ' to lend ft . 
at low intercft. It is furcly of very gceat 
confequence that an indufl:riouspeafaat,who. 
would cultivate his lands better, and in lar^. 
ger quantity, had he more money ; it is fure- 
ly, I fay, of great Confequence to the nation, 
that fuch a man (hould have the money he 
wants, even if it was raifed by a geojsral tax, 
to give it him. 

Bat further, fmall fums fo difpofed.of^, 
would have greater ejffeds, than to the. mere 
amount of the good they did to the indivi- 
duals, for they would foon raife a great emu- 
lation among all the farmers and peafants in 
. 'Y 3 ^ the 
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the kingdom ; moft of them would ufe theiF 
utmoft endeavours to gain the like premi- 
ums, and, as many would be diftributed 
pwry year, the whole kingdom would, in a 
few years, reap the gaqd confequences of 
them. 

By this means alfo, the government would 
difcover the real ftate aijd condition of pvgry 
province in the kingdom ; it would know 
the degree of merit its huihsandry pofleffed, 
the proportion of the cultivated to the un- 
cultivated lands, the increafe or decreafe of 
the farmer, the caufes to which fuch varia-: 
tions could be attributed, and, in a word, 
every circuniftance pf real in^portance in the 
^omeftic cjconomy of the nation. I need 
notfurclyobferve, thatfucl^ knowledge would 
be of infinite ufe to a ftatefman, or an ad- 
miniftration, in guiding them to fuch mea- 
fures as were certain of reniedying what- 
ever evil was difcovered. In moft of the 
kingdoms of Europe we fee laws, ordinances, 
cdidts, &c. promulgated, with an intention 
of favouring agriculture an^ population; 
but how few of them are attended with ary 
ftriking effeft ? Thi§ is owing to their be- 
ginning at the wrong end j they attempt the 
(rure before they know the difeafc; which 
jn politicks, as well as medicine, is. adling 

diametricalljf 
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diametrically contrary. to the fyftem of 
experience. Such an annual furvey of the 
kingdom as I have mentioned, would give 
t;hem a clear infight into every evil, its na- 
ture, and its caufe ; the remedy then would 
be eafy and fure, and they would further dif- 
cover where improvements were poffible, and 
pradticable ; where they would pay the na- 
tion nobly for the expence, and in what 
manner they would be moft advantageoufly 
undertaken. If the benefits of fuch a plan 
are compared with the expences, they will 
be found of infinite fuperiority. Is it not 
aftoniftiing, therefore, that we fhould not 
fee fomething of this performed in feme of 
the enlightened nations of Europe, who, 
frcHSi many circumftances in their conduft, 
evidently think in general,, that too much 
care cannot be taken to encourage agricul- 
ture and the ufeful arts ? 

This difcourfe of the learned profeffor 
charmed me, his fentiments were fo ftrong- 
Jy juft, fo extremely appofite ; and, at the 
fame time^ I think I may add original, at 
leaft as far as my reading carries me, that 
it appears to me aft onifhing, that tbereihould 
be fa many nations in Europe in the predi^. 
caraent here defcribed, and yet none of thein 
in which fuch a meafure has been executed^, 

y 4 w 
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or even propofed. Which (hews how much 
the objeds of the greateft importance are 
negledted ; while meafures, fo eafily execu- 
ted, would put any government readily in 
the way of difcovering all the evils which 
afFe6l the agriculture of a country, and at 
once enable them to apply the requifite re- 
medies ; and let them, at the fame time, into 
the proper method of applying encourage- 
ments, fo as they may have the greateft ef- 
fed:; is it not aftonifhing that all this fliould 
remain every where unexecuted ! 

This great man gave his opinion alfo of 
feveral other points, which would be of great 
cfFe6l in promoting the agriculture of Swe- 
den ; all of which appeared to be ftriaiy 
founded in a deep and comprchenfive know- 
ledge of the flate andinterefts of his country; 
but fome of them being rather refined, and 
the converfation not being in Englilh, but 
in French, I did not fufficiently recoiled 
the train of his argument, fo as to venture a 
repetition of them. Upon the whole, I 
never had a more agreeable or tnftrudlive 
evening ; for, befides our converfation, Sir 
Charles Linnaeus fhev/ed me part of his ca- 
binet of natural hiftory, to which every part 
of the world has contributed amply. It was 
not without relw6tance that I took my leave 

of 
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of him ; nor had Upfal much worthy of no- 
tice befides. 

rieft Upfal the 5th, and arrived at Stock- 
holm the fame day, the diftance is five and 
thirty pailes ; the road runs on the banks of 
the Lake Meier, and, from the high grounds, 
commands fome very beautiful views of the 
innumerable iilands which are thickly feat- 
tered through that lake. The country I 
pafTed is in generisil very well cultivated,* 
there are many enclofufes, and much arable 
land. Near the city, the land appears to be 
very rich, and the country very populous; 
for the villages, farms, and gentlemens feats 
are very numerous. I remarked they choofe 
their fituations for fucH, upon the fides of 
hills facing the fouth, and, with much tafte, 
feem in general fond of a vie^y of the 
Jake. 



C H A ?• 



jj© 'TRAVBLS THROUGH 



CHAP. VII. 

Stockholm — State €f Agriculture — Arts — Cam^ 
fnercc^-^owrnmnt — Faaians^ &c^ 

STOCKHOLM, which Is the capital of 
the kingdomj, is a finer city than I cz^ 
fcStcd to ffe frcmi the xlefcriptiom { had re-^ 
ceired c^ iu The fituation is very beaiztH 
ful and pifturdCque, being built on feven or 
eight iflands zstd rocks in the gceat Lake 
Meier, which gives it Come rcfemhlance of 
Venice ; and this fituation, like that o^ Ve-^ 
i^ice, is fuch a iecarity to it, that no odiep 
fortifications have been thought n^eflitry^ 
It is very well built, the ftreets in general 
arc broad, ftrait, and regular; andthepub^ 
lie bitildings are many of them great oma-*^ 
mcnts to the place. AmoBg thefe, the King's? 
palace demands the £rfi attention ^ this is 
an old building, and therefore irregular in 
parts, but it forms a fq^oare, and is all raid- 
ed of ftone. It is within a citadel^ but the 
fortifications could not do much in defence 
of the town ^ and it is beiides commanded 

by 
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%y an adjoining hill. Confidering tliat the 
palace ferves for many public ufes, befide? 
the King's refidence, it is not only mean but 
fmall ; all the rooms of the firft and fecond 
floor, are ufed for private meetings of the 
Senate, and the Courts of Judicature; fa 
that the apartments of the ro} al family are 
^hree pair flairs high, and fpme of theni 
four. 

The Senate-Iioufe, where the public meetr 
Jngs are, is a very regular and fine edifice, 
jnakiqg the beft figure of any in the town. 

The houfes of the nobiUty are not very 
magmfjcent, but fome of them are hand- 
fome, others large ^jnd con^modious. The 
^rfcnal is a large building, but by no means 
kept well ftored : the royal ftables, and the 
great hofpijal, ^Ifo make fome figure; the 
the bridge of boats, w^hich is i oo yards long, 
and which they Ihcw with fome degree of 
vanity, jis a paltry fubftitute. Among the 
f:hurches, the principal are St. Nicholas, St. 
Mary's, St. Catharine's, St. Clai-e^s, St. John's, 
and St. Olaus's. The King's chapel i$ 
more decorated than any of them. 

The city carries on the chief trade of 
|he kingdom; the harbour v^ill admit of 
four hundred great fhips, and above five 
Jiundred fmall ones at the Ucnc time, which 

might 



332 T R A V E L S T H R O U G H 

might all ride in the utmoft fafety; and they 
have a quay for the delivery and taking^ in 
of goods, near a mile long ; and this, * P 
think, is the pleafanteft and moft diearful 
part of Stockholm* There is a face of bu- 
llnefs and adivity upon the public quay, 
which, in a town, is far more lively than 
the perpetual rattle of coaches. But not- 
withftanding it is a place of great trade, 
and the harbour perfe6lly fecure, yet there 
are difficulties in getting in and out, which 
are a cramp upon their commerce. There 
are numerous iflands in the lake between 
Stockholm and the fea, and thefe make the 
courfc fo zigzag, that feveral winds are ne- 
ceflary to carry them in and out ; and which 
is much the worfe for their having no tides, 
which would grealy affift the navigation ; 
befides this, they are quite flopped up with 
ice four months in the year. 

Having fpent a co'uple of days in viewing 
the city (being quartered at the Crown inn, 
which I found a very good and reafonable 
one) I thought it time to wait upon Baron 
Miftler, with th« letter which the Count de- 
Smikelane gave me. Accordingly, on the 
7th, I paid my devoirs to him ; I found him 
a middle aged man, remarkably lively and 
chearful, very well acquainted with the diffe- 
rent 
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rent courts of Europe, having fpent many 
years in travelling; he converfes fluently in 
Englifli, and almoft without hefitation, but 
explains himfelf, in cafe of it, in French. 
He has a large houle, extremely well 'fur-* 
nifhed in the French and Englifti manner; 
indeed, moft of the things either for ufc 
or ornament, came from England, France, 
or Italy. He complained that the Swedifh 
artifts v^ere not yet fornaed, but hoped they 
would, by and by, be equal tp their neigh- 
bours. 

My friend the Count had let him very 
well into the defign of my journey ; he in- 
formed him, that I was on my travels through 
the nothern kingdoms, with defign to gain 
a better knowledge of their comnr.erce, ma- 
nufaftures, agriculture^ and arts, than books 
<:ould give me ; alfo to view 1;he face of the 
country, and that I had a curiofity to become 
acquainted with the manners of the inhabi- 
tants; that I had fome years ago travelled 
through the fouthef n partsof Europe, but was 
now defirous of going to fee, what very few 
travellers ever thought worth their notice ; 
and laftly, that he had recommended me to 
him, as a perfon as proper as any in Swe- 
den todo honour to thatkingdom. 

The 
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The BaroQ read the letter with much ii-^ 
t^atiori with me, after having run it ovtt 
feefbre I law Inm. He afked me fignificantly 
if I came in any public capacity or bufinefs; 
I underilood him, and replied, by no means ; 
that I was a private gentleman in England^ 
totally unconnefied with government, and 
was travelling merely to fatisfy my own cu- 
xioiity; that the objeds of my enquiries 
might make him fuppofe fuch a thing, but 
it leemed a fatire upcHi the general aim of 
travellers, that none fhould be fuppo&d to 
make ufeful ofajeds their entertainment^ as 
well as frivolous ones. This, he replied^ 
was a very juft remark, and afked my par- 
don for putting the queftion. He then en- 
tered very freely and Uberally into a conver- 
£ition, on the prefent ftate of his country ; 
in which, however, we were interrupted by 
fome viiitors, to whom he introduced me. 
Afterwards I waited on him thrice, and he 
gave me feveral accounts, fome of them in 
wanting, which I found valuable, as they 
let me into a pretty confiftent idea of the 
prefent trade, manufa6lures, &c. of Swe- 
den^ From thefc authorities I have drawn 
up tha following account ; which, I believe, 
will be found much nearer the truth of the 

prefent 



S W fi D E N« jjs 

preient ftate of th^t kingdom, than any that 
ar€ to be met with in books. 

The trade of Sweden, and indeed every 
thing clfe in the kingdom, was left in i moft 
imferable condidon at the concluiion of the 
war with Mufcoyy, immediately dfter the 
death of Charles XII, Such a languor foo 
ceeded^ that had not much attention bjeen 
given to improvement, and a qhange in the . 
C(mftitution enfued, it would have taken ^ 
leaft a century to have recovered, and per- 
liaps much more. Many of the wounds them 
received, arc not yet healed ; there are tracks 
of country, in mahy of the provinces, which 
once were well peopled, that are at thi5 day 
<ieikr£s; aivi the ravages of the Ruflians de« 
ftroyed fomc valuable copper mines, which 
are not yet recovered. Within thefe twenty 
years, much has betn done to fpread im^^ 
provements; fo that the country wears a 
£ne face ; but all this is not to be called a 
creation of new induftry, much of it is only 
a renovation of that which we long ago ca^ 
Joyed* 

The modem improvers, who have pnfhcd 
t&^& of the advantageous laws which have 
hcGik made of late years in favour of com- 
inerce, &c- had one jH'incipal aim/ which 
Wit5 certainly very meritorious; it was to 

force 
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force the Swedes, cither to manufadture for 
themfelves, or to go without the commodi- 
ties formerly imported fi*om abroad -, many 
laws were made with this view i and which, 
at laft, ended in an almoft general prohibi- 
tion to foreign fabrics. This was very well 
meant, but it was driving too faft, and has 
had fome confequences of a complexion by 
no means agreeable. It is true, feveral ma- 
nufadories were ellablifhed in different parts 
of the kingdom, to enable the people to per- 
form for themfelves, and fome of them fuc- 
ceeded well, but it is a bufinefs of much 
longer time to make a people a manufa6lur- 
ing nation. The attempt to do it at once, 
was not only unfuccefsful, but was attended 
with feveral evils to the whole kingdom. 
Sweden imported, it is true, large quanti- 
ties of ^manufadlures, but then fhe paid for 
all of them, or at leaft for much the 
greateft part, with the produfts of her foil; 
fuch as copper, iron, tinlber, ftiips^ flax, 
hemp, pitch, tar, furs, Ikins, &c. fb that 
the nobleman who drejQTed himfelf in French 
or Englilh cloths ; his wife, who wore 
French and Italian filks ; and all who ex- 
pended their revenue in any foreign import, 
did, at the fame time, encourage the lower 
claifes of the people, and indeed affift the 

whole 
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whole ftate, by exporting the above produfts, 
in proportion to the goods fo imported and 
worn. .The legiflature falfely imagined, 
that foreigners could not do without thofe 
produfts they bought of Sweden, and paid 
for with their manufa6l:ures ; they fuppofed 
they would buy in the fame proportion, and 
pay for them with money i but this was at 
bed a delufion, for other nations knew 
their intereft as well as the Swedes, and im- 
mediately transferred a vaft portion of their 
trade to Norway and Ruffia 5 the confequepc^ 
<5f which has been, that the copper and iron 
works, in every province in the kingdom, are 
difcontinued, for 'want of the old demand ; 
and a great number of hands, once em- 
ployed in the timber trade, have ever fincc 
ftood ftill. That this rcprefentation has 
much truth in it, appears from fev^ral artP* 
cles of the prohibition being taken off; 
which (hews that the legiflature themfelves 
thought they had* gone too far, when they 
began in their private eftates to he\ the ill ef- 
fects of iti but the a6t was done, and the mif-* 
chief was irremediable 3 the trade was gone, 
fo that the partial revocation was of no ufe4 
This has made them redouble their adlivity 
in eftabliftiing manufactures, which may, in 
time, recover the blow, by varying the for- 
: Vol. II. Z mer 
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nier advantage ; but it muft be a work of 
fomc years. '• i 

Upon the whole, however, when we read 
in fome modem treatiies, what great tjitngs 
are doing in encouraging all forts of ufeful 
undertakings, we muft not cany the amount.? 
to the account of an addition, as in thecaie~ 
of Denmark, and fome other countries^ bur, 
on the contfaiy, confider much of them as 
regwiing loft ground. .^ -. 

Trade now flourifhes in Sweden, thfltp^o-! 
pie arc very attentive to it, and fome of-^be. 
laws that have been made to . encourage : it 
have had good effet^. The fliipping, be- 
longing to the kingdom, is much increafed, 
in the laft thirty years; they export mpre^of 
their commodities in their own bottoms 
than formerly j which has, in every refpedt, 
proved a very advantageous thing to them. 
All their fhipping, and every article of naval 
Aons, are their own produft; fo that an 
inc^eafe of it is gaining one of the ipoft 
advantageous markets in the world. Indeed, 
a very confiderable article of trade with theqa, 
is building fhips for (ale i in which articles 
the French, and Putch are the beft pur- 
chafers. The former, it is well known, once 
bought a fleet of nine fail of men of war of 
the line of them, at one time : and the 

Dutch 
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t)utch are regular purehafers of foirie mer- 
chant (hips ; but the chief increase of their, 
fhip building has been for themfelvcs, in 
confe<}uenc# of an increafe of their foreign 
trade^ which, it is fuppofedi is now, on com-^ 
parifon with what it was thirty years ago, aa 
five to three, tonnage reckoned. 

The cftablilhment.of the Eafl India com- 
merce has been of much confcquence to 
them, in this article of fhip buildings and 
indeed to all the other branches of com- 
merce in the kingdom ; for Eaft India goods 
were before bought with cafh, without 
bringing in any advantages by fhip build- 
ing, or the employment of feamen; but 
i%w <he governmeiit has obliged the Com- 
pitiy to export' to the Indies a given quan* - 
tity of Swedifh iftanufaftures; all which ex'- 
portation is clear profit, befides the circam- 
ftances mentioned above. /This eftablifll- 
ment of an Eaft India company in Swederf, 
einploycd the fpecalation of all the'^ trading 
part cf Europe, who pfdn^uncecl ir a 
vifionary fcheme, arid one which could hot 
pdffibly anfwer J but experience has 'now 
told them, (hat nothing was lefs juft than 
this condemnation, for the whole kingdom 
of Sweden isfupplied by it, an<J thei'e is a 
pretty- confiderable iquantity of India goods 
^ Z 2 efc 
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exported to Poland, alfo fome to Germany, 
and a few to Ruffia; all which are very great 
and conliderable advantages, compared with 
the time when they themfclves bought their 
whole home confumption of the Englifh and 
Dutch. 

Another fcheme of trade, which has been 
partly executed, though not entirely, is to 
import all their Weft India commodities in 
their own bottoms; this was not an eafy 
matter to execute, for it is contrary to the 
laws of all the nations, that have colonies 
in that part of the world ; but certain it is, 
that in fpitc of all obftacles of this fort, they 
do purchafe large quantities of fugar, rum, 
&c. in the Weft India iflands; and another 
channel, through which they dp this bufi- 
nefs, is through the Bahama iflands, where 
they buy from the account of Bofton mer- 
chants, goods which come from the Englifh 
iflands. This plan is not brought fully to 
bear, but if they get it to be quite fuccefsful. 
It will make a confiderable dedu6lion from 
the navigation of England, and add it to that 
of Sweden. 

Building fliips for foreigners has lately 
received a very laudable bounty of ten fhil- 
lings a ton, which is one of the beft con- 
lidcred meafures that could have been exe- 
cuted j 
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cuted ; and if this bounty was to be raifed fhi 
high, as to enable the Swedifli fhip carpen- 
ters to underfell the Englifh and Dutch ones 
by many per cent, in their own yards, it 
would be a mod political meafure, and per- 
haps give the kingdom a more advantageous 
market, for moft of her ftaple commodities,! 
than all their other methods put together. 

Among the manufaftures which they 
have been eager to eftabiih, the principal is/ 
the wooUen. They have in coarfe cloths, 
made fome progrefs, and begin to work 
fome that are fine ; an improvement, which 
has been much, owing ta their gaining a bet- 
ter breed of (heep from England, and which 
have been difperfed vs^ith much afliduity over 
moft parts of the kingdom- Their own 
wool was a great impediment in their way i 
for it wa5 of fo bad and coarfe a texture^ 
that it would not do, even for coarfe cloth, 
without being mixed with that of Poland y 
for thefe purpofes, they import great quan- 
tities from that kingdom ;- and it is very 
well for them that they have a nighhour fa 
little knowing in her own intereft, as to per^^ 
mit the exportation of her raw produfts, to 
be wrought up by other nations ; not, how- 
ever, that the Poles do not underftand their 
pwn interefts, but they have the curfe of 

Z 3 fuch 
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fuch a conflitution, that nothings for tlio 
real advantage of the country can go fofw^fd 
for half an hour, ' By means of Polifti wtool, 
mixed with the worft of their own, the 
Swedes make tolerable coarfe cloths, and 
other fabricks ; and the beft they import 
from Poland, mixed with the beft of their 
own, makes a finer cloth, that fells wdl at 
home, and precludes thef import qf any but 
the fineft of all, worn by the nobility^ and 
gentry of confiderable fortunes. ThejV'^rAa- 
hufaftuie of the coarfe forts is fo enlarged 
by degrees, that they havp, for fome )fears, 
exported fniall quantities of it to Poland ; 
which (hews how far they have been able 
to carry their point. 

Befides thefe woollen fabrics, which are 
in a way of proving confiderabje enough to 
ftop totally all importation in time, they 
have alfo eftablifhed fome of linen, but thefe 
are not yet advanced fo far as the former ; 
they make large quiantities of a coarfe fort, 
which fells well among the common people; 
but all the higher clalfes of inhabitants ufe 
thaf which Comes from England, Holland, 
or Germany. Preventing this importation 
is a favourite objeft with thein at prefent, 
but the beft judges of their trade think tfcey 
will never be able to cffc& it. 

MucI^ 
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' ^ MUcK the greateft manufa6lories in Swe.-» 
den are tfeofe of hard ware. They work and 
caft their copper and iron into many forms; 
and make of them a great variety of imple-. 
ments, utenfils, and materials for manu- 
TfaiSturing, fuch as. bars and plates of cop^ 
per and iron, various forts of wirc^ great 
gcin^^ and numerous other articles in tl^e 
foundery way. The number qf mines of 
copper and iron in the kingdom is very great,^ 
and the forges that work conftantly, not- 
withftanding the decr?afe explained above, 
form the moft conliderable employment of 
this fort in the nation . They export yaft quan- 
tities of iron annually, for which England, 
Holland and France are their beft cuftomers 5 
but the Englilh pay them a balance of trade, 
amounting to fome hundred thoufandpounds 
g^nnually, of which iron and timber are the 
principal articles they take 4 whereas the 
French pay them in nothing but wines, 
brandies, arid manufaftures*. Formerly (he 
brought great quantities of paper ; but the 
Swedes now fupply themfclves nearly with 
alf they ufe, except of the finer forts. Of 
all the articles pf their trade, iron and tim- 
bir-asre the inoft xonfiderable ; and the beft 
pjoIIciGians^ among them are ftrongly of opi- 
hion^ that thefe articles being of the moft 
Z ^ certain 
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certain depcndance, fuch as foreign n^tionsf 
can leaft do without, and fuch as ^re moft, 
natural in all the operations concerning then^ 
to their own people, that, for thefe reafons, 
they ought principally to be encouraged. 
Much has of late years been done in favour 
of thefe branches i for all the ranks qf 
owners of lands have found, that the profr 
perity of them has the fame influence in raif- 
ing the rental and yalue of their eflates, as 
improvements in agriculture itfelf i and for 
which reafon, it is to be expefted that they 
will never negledt this p^t of their domef- 
tic ceconpn^y. 

Rcfpefting the improvement? which have- 
l^een made in their hufbandry, taken at large, 
the grand article has been the preventing the 
importation of corn froni abroad -, high du- 
ties at firft, and then a prohibition, have, in 
this inftance, been attended with every effect 
they could \vifli. By quick degrees, they in- 
troduced the culture of wheat in many pro- 
vinces, which before had never thought of 
fuch an article of cultivation ; and by tak- 
ing feveral proper meafures for encouraging 
the pcafants, the point has been fo tho- 
roughly carried, that Sweden, at prefent, 
fajfes ^s much corn as fhe ^^nfumes,. and 

iu 
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in forae years more ; fo that a fmall expor-^ 
tation has taken place more than once. 

In the debates which have arifcn at diffe- 
rent times, among the members of the le- 
giflature, on this point of ihe advancement 
of hufbandry, they have had, what may b& 
filled two . parties among them ; one wha 
were for eftablifliing many rules for the par- 
ticular inftru(3:ion of peafants; premiums 
for their good conduct, for the procuring 
good farmers from ^ other parts of Europe, 
to fet examples ; alfo the befl: implements 
and breeds of cattle ; with fome good work- 
men for draining of bogs, and bringing 
waftes into culture, at the expence of the 
legiflature, by way of fhcwing in what'^man- 
ner fuch works ought to be done. On the 
contrary, the other party ftrenuoufly urged, 
that the execution of all thefe minute ideas 
would prove very expenfive, and particularly 
frond being obliged to truft them to many 
people, and almoil without controul. That 
J>efides this ftrong objed:ion, the effects re- 
fulting could npt be great or general, but 
would be confined to fmall fpots, froxu 
which it might be a century before they 
would travel over half the kingdom ; for 
this'reafbn, they propofed to omit' all fuch 
attempts, and confine themfelves to general 

laws. 
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laws, which fhould afFed the whole king- 
dom i fuch, for inftance, as the prohibition 
of the importation of all foreign commodi- 
ties that could be* raifed at home, and par- 
ticularly corn; that when this kw had 
taken full efFe6l, then to give the improve- 
ment of another, offering bounties upon 
the exportation of various forts of corn, and 
ether commodities, to infure a quick fale at 
a good price, which would be of all other 
meafures the moft likely to induce the far- 
mers to enlarge the culture of them- Other 
general laws fhould alfo be brought In aid, 
to exempt the improvers of wafte lands from 
all taxes, tith.^s and public charges for life. 
Alfo to introduce Icafes, in the tenures of 
lands, of long duration, with feveral other 
fchemes of management that bad rcferenqq 
to the kingdom at large. 

The legiflature very wifely followed nei- 
ther of thefe propofils in exclufion of the 
other, but gradually took from both virhat 
appeared prudent and likely to be efiicaci- 
ous. They prohibited the importation of 
corn, upon the plan of one part}' ; and they 
attended to the minutiae of agriculture, pur- 
fuant to the ideas of the other. Some laws 
were alfo made concerning leafes, and im- 
provers were exempted from taxes; but 

whetheF 
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wh^sther they will ever give a bounty on ex- 
portation is yet a queftion. It is. the gene- 
ral opinion, that the plan is not dropped, 
^nd that the meafure will be executed, when- 
ever the q^jantity of corn raifed at home 
fuificiently reduces the price. They feem to 
have this meafure in idea, ready to apply as 
a^ remedy for the price of corn falling too 
low^-ia cafe it ihould fo. happen. This 
whole meafure of prohibition, and a bounty 
otr exportation, is copied fromEngland; but 
if I may here fpeak in my own perfon, I do 
not perfectly comprehend the merit of fucli 
bounties, either in England or in Sweden ; 
for thefe nations do not fo much want to 
raife corn for an article of trade, as to enable 
them to feed a numerous people ; and fure- 
ly, it is of much more advantage to them to - 
apply their corn to that necelfary purpofe, 
|han to export it. The riches arifing from 
an increafing population, which is always the 
confequence of cheapnefs of proviiions, muft 
be of far more importance to thefe king- 
doms than the money received for the corn. 
Indeed the payment of bounties is not of 
any great moment, . as they are paid by the 
fubjefts of the government. - 

I think, it cannot be doubted, but the 
jjioft advantageous confumption of corn is 

that 
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that at home; for the people muft increafe 
pretty much in proportion to the low jmco 
of neceflaries ; we fee that the increafe of 
population is prodigious in North America^ 
and which muft be attributed to the great 
cafe of gaining land> which produces the ne- 
ccffaiies of life;, for which reafon a govern- 
ment, it fhould feem* ought to encourage 
the growth of corn as much as poifible,^ and 
alfo take every other ftep to render it as 
cheap as poflible, for then the people will 
increafe in proportion to it ; an aim much 
iuperior to the fums of money which any 
trade can bring in. I remember ta have 
read in tra6ls printed in England fome 
years ago> that the bounty, tyjr giving a mar- 
ket, encouraged the farmers to raife more 
corn than they would otherwife do i and. 
this is the idea which they have got in Swe- 
den. But fuppofing it ever fo true^ will 
not an increafing people caufe a greater con- 
fumption, and confequently make a market 
equally as good ? Of what confequence is it 
to the farmer, whether he fells his wheat to 
a merchant at five (hillings a bufliel, or ta 
a miller at the fame price ? So that this ar- 
gument appears to me to be begging the 
queftion. 

If 
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If the progreiCs of agriculture in England^ 
is quoted as a proof of the benefits whick 
have refialted from the bounty^ it might 
bave b^n repliedt that that progrei^ may 
hot have been awing fo much to this mea^ 
fure as to the increafe of people, proceed^ 
ing from the great commerce and manu- 
£a:6):ories which have been ej^abliflied, and 
which have been perpetually on the increafe* 
It isioF thefc reafoas^ that I am inclifted to 
bclievcp the iegiflature of Sweden would aft 
more fix the benefit of their country, if they 
jirii: encouraged the growth of corn^ and 
then the confumption of it at home, which 
is bef): done by a cdOiateral encouragement 
of arts^ manufa3:i»:es, commerce, and aU 
qther means of enrichiiig the people ; for the 
richer they are, the more numerous will they 
he, and at the iame time the better able to 
purchafe the farmer'^ corn. But this a fab-^ 
jeci: of too much coafcquencc to be decided 
onfix>mfo flight an examination, it well -de- 
ferves the attention of the moil fini£hed po^ 
iiticians. To return : 

Encouragement has alfo been gi\ncn ia 
Sweden to feveral other things, particularly 
in the making great roads, ia improving 
fome inland navigation, and alfo to the body 
of artifts in the kingdom. Relpeiling roads, 

there 
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exported to Poland, alfo fome to Gcrmatiy, 
and a few to Ruffia; all which are very great 
and confiderable advantages, compared with 
the time when they themfelves bought their 
whole horn© confumption of the Engliih and 
Dutch. 

Another fcheme of trade, which has been 
partly executed, though not entirely, is to 
import all their Weft India commodities in 
their own bottoms; this was not an eafy 
matter to execute, for it is contrary to the 
laws of all the nations, that have colonies 
in that part of the world ; but certain it is, 
that in fpite of all obftacles of this fort, they 
do purchafe large quantities of fugar, rum, 
&c. in the Weft India iflands; and another 
channel, through which they dp this bufi- 
nefs, is through the Bahama iflands, where 
they buy from the account of Bofton mer- 
chants, goods which come from the Engliih 
iflands. This plan is not brought fully to 
bear, but if they get it to be quite fuccefsful. 
It will make a confiderable dedu6lion from 
the navigation of England, and add it to that 
of Sweden. 

Building fliips for foreigners has lately 
received a very laudable bounty of ten /hil- 
lings a ton, which is one of the beft con- 
iidcred meafures that could have been exe- 
cuted ; 
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ciited; and if this bounty was to be raifedfo 
high, as to enable the Swedifli fhip carpen- 
ters to underfell the Englifh and Dutch ones 
by many per cent, in their own yards, it 
would be a moft political meafure, and per- 
haps give the kingdom a more advantageous 
market, for moft of her ftaple commodities,^ 
than all their other methods put together. 

Among the rnanufaftures which they 
have been eager to eftabilh, the principal is/ 
the wooUen. They have in coarfe cloths, 
made fome progrefs, and begin to work 
feme that are fine ; an improvement, which 
has been much. owing ta their gaining a bet- 
ter breed of flieep from England, and which 
have been difperfed v^ith much affiduity over 
moft parts of the kingdom. Their own 
wool was a great impediment in their way i 
for it was of {q bad and coarfe a texture> 
that it would not do, even for coarfe cloth, 
without being mixed with that of Poland ; 
for thefe purpofes, they import great quan- 
tities from that kingdom ; and it is very 
well for them that they have a nighhour fo 
Jittle knowing in her own intereft, as to per^ 
mil; the exportation of her raw produfts, to 
be wrought up by other nations ; not, how- 
ever, that the Poles do nut underftand theii: 
pwn inter?ft§, but they have the curfe of 

Z 3 fuch 
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lures ; for as I there fet £mk the ill confc^* 
^paences of depriving a yjUl nuistber of peo* 
]^e of an old market for their wood» kon^ 
&c. theruifchief was fdt by the pubJic in- 
come» as well as by thofe individuals ; for 
the manufadures, which were then prohibi- 
ted» paid coniiderable cuiloms on importa- 
^n> moft of which, were loft by that -me^** 
•4hre ; fo that the revenue, which, all taken 
together, amounted before that meafure to 
about twelve hundred thoufand pounds a 
year, fcarcely reaches that fum at prefent^ 
although feveral new taxes upon articles of 
luxury have been fince laidon • Several per- 
ions much experienced in the revenue af- 
fcrt, that it will be many years before it re- 
^ covers thefe ftrokes ; that all the late, im- 
provements muft have time to ripen into 
perfedion, and fpread a free and confidcra- 
•ble circulation through the kingdom, be- 
fore the national coifers will ^11 from 
them. 

As to- the military power of the Swedes, 
the change in the conftitution upon the 
death of Charles XII. funk it entirely to the 
militia, except.^ few guards for the King's 
perfon ; the former is entirely upon the old 
fyftem, they are maintained by the farmers 5 
but the number, which was once 6q,opo 

men* 
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tneft, is not at prefent more than 42,0001 
however they are very well difciplined, and 
fafficient for the defence of the kingdom 
againft any force that is likely to march 
againft it. Sweden has nothing to fear but 
frotti Ruffia j and whilft (he leaves the con- 
quered provinces peaceably in the hands of 
the Mofcovites, which undoubtedly (he will 
do, there is not any danger of their difturb^ 
ing her poffeflion of the remainder. The 
fleet of Sweden was once pretty confidera- 
ble, amounting to forty good fliips of war r 
but it is much declined* They could noc 
fend x)at to lea twenty fail of the line in good 
order, fo that their power is not equal to 
that of Denmark by fea ; nor that of Ruffia. 
Thefe are circumftances in which Stveden 
hds been very femifs y it is faving money to 
a very badpUrpofe ; for a nation that wifhes 
to be poffefled of a confiderable trade and 
commerce, fliould never negledt her ma- 
rine, which ever was, and ever muft be, cf- 
fcntial to the prefervation and well being of 
trade ; and tl^is fliews, thatthe ideas of na-* 
tional improvemeiit in Sweden are but crude, 
and not near brought to that degree of pro- 
priety as to produce thofe new and great ad- 
vantages they want. Nothing is of fo much 
importance to a trading power, \3S 9 mari- 
VoL. II. A a time 
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tisne force j for aUcomm«x:e ;i)rtdic>Utk|]i 
precarious. France has made for a eenturil 
immcnfe efforts for raifittg a, great trudcitel 
ail of them have been nearly ^Qface«&f^lJ( 
from her being more iblkitoas in the iaiH« 
period to keep up a Ibroud^bk army^ f haa a 
firong and weU regulated na?y^ fulktent tm 
guard her commerce in times of war. , I^ 
tiding is fo difficuk to rear 4s a tradjs ;th£tl ha» 
Ve^Q onfcr ruined. It is a great .mi^^e ^ 
fiippoi^i that the prefent ilate of Frms^ 
contradi6t$ this maxim ; on the cootFary« ift 
conticms it; for France OQce poifefl^d. » 
Jlouriihing trade^ but it hath nev» aro& 
agaip to its former profperity^ afbr oitco 
^eing d^moUflied by a fuperv>r force at fea,^ 
The bringing home the produ^ of colonic 
can icarcely be called trade, which may ha 
done as well almoft without a na«y as.witb 
k {and which is evident in the coutfe of th» 
coimnunicatipn between France afid her -ocHi; 
Ionics^ after the total deftrudticm of her ihip- 
ping'by the £i^gUfh> in every war £rom. Kspg 
Vfilliam'stime to theprefeat* , : 
^ But to return to $wodenpt I HojlA a^know^ 
hAgi^, that hitherto I have giy^n t^e-oKAi 
fay4>urable view of ^1 th$i internal a&um o£ 
this; kiii^gdom. I have been minutely cxaft^ 
ia ,%icifyi|ig thp inlbrBaationi havtf jroc^vpd^: 

' bat 



Irtlt th^iv it time fioin fbmc noblemen, \tht> 
h^ve been amon^ many others vcfy deep in 
p6^tka\ C^rtttHfiotts, that hare harrafled thd 
fegiflature of Sweden. All Europe well 
knows the polkkal rquAbbkis, which have 
mnch difgfaced^iatcduntrjr; accounts havd 
been published in nmnb^lei^' Ga^ettees, 
whkh fcem to have been defigned merely to 
i«prefent the IdngdcftH in the moft depldra-^ 
ble fituation* Whatever is circnlatfed by^ 
piOt^r^ ever carries marks of prejudice and 
lilifair reprefehtation ; it . may be replied, 
Aat I h^Q my intelligence from a party* and 
^ecefort) that it equally wants the ftamp of 
imiparciality ; iaind;! agr^ that this i^ in iome 
mcatfiire thefaa. *But then, in extenijation, I 
filf , that what I have principally reported, 
eobcerns lads alone;; I have kept dear from. 
f^vitig party; or even national refie^ons, 
which always attend them ; and another 
Sakmg motive fbr my giving' a reprefentatioh 
of the affiute^ or father fads, concerninjgthe 
pwfent ftate of Sweden, fh>m the inForitoa^ 
tion I received from fome very refpe6ta(b!(i 
itdbtemeii> iii that dl the a'ccbunts which 
I have lately fead,feemt6 hive been diiSbtifd' 
by the oppt^te ^arty, and to which I ^i^$ 
the inorc inclined, from my fetting out 
through'thcpafiage of the Sound quite to 
A a 2 Stockholm. 
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Stockholm. But the appearances of thjng* 
carried no fuch marks of ruin and defola-i 
tion, as foreign prints had given me to ex« 
ped ; I looked for nothing but falling houies 
and neglcded lands, deferted by emigrating 
inhabitants; but found nothing of this; 
from whence I was lead to think that thefe 
reprefentations were fomethingbf the nature 
of thofe, which are fo common in my oWn 
country, which even in the moft flourifli- 
ing times, attempt to prove the kingdom 
jft the high road tp ruin. But let the rea- 
dier carry with him the authority, on which 
I give my report, and remember, , that, in 
thefe cafes, which are certainly of real im- 
portance to be known by other powers, it 
is of confequence to be informed of Ac 
truth, and which can never be nefarly guef- 
fed at, while only one fide of the queftion is 
heard* 

, I have with all the ^attention of whidi I 
^m mafter, avoided giving any particulars 
relative to the prefent ftate of parties and 
politicks in this country. I think them to 
be no objefts of an inquifitive traveller ; they 
jchange every day ; there is nothing ftable in 
them J all intelligence that concerns them is 
ifull of prejudice and.misinfornaation; no- 
thing is fo infipid to foreign readers, no- 
, , : . -V thing 
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thing carries with it fo little ufeful intelli* 
gqnce^ of which truth we have in England 
many inftances fufiiciently ftrong ; for how 
few fpeeches jire made in the Hovife of Com- 
mens, which would convey any ufeful fafts^ 
ta foreigners ? Are not our news-paper and, 
our pamphleteer complaints.which denounce, 
immediate ruin upon the kingdom, with 
half the clamours of cofFee*houfc politi- 
cians, are they not, I fay, perfedtly fenfelefs and 
forgotten fquabbles in a very few years ? 
This, 1 think, ftiould guard every writer frpnv- 
venturing to mix fuch temporary politicks 
with. matters of lafting duration and real im*' 
portance* Trade, manufactures, arts, and 
agriculture are interefting to all the world, 
t>ut the fphere of perfonal politicks is exv 
tremely fmall. 

It is for thefe reafons, that I pafs entirely 
pver the difmal fadtions, which, at prefenr 
difgrace the government of Sweden, J fin^ 
<:erjely hope, that in a few years all parties' 
will be indued with more moderation, and. 
a general harmony arife from the experience 
pf thofe evils, which fadion caufes to tb.eni. 
all 
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yaumfy from Stockbalm to Oregrond — Het^'^^ 
..mora — Defcription joftbfi Country— Jour ^t'^ 

- :ibrQugh the. Province of ^ Pakcarlia-yD^r^ 
fcription of the Country — Its Peapk—Man^ 
n^rs — Hujbandryr^Empkyment. 

IJu E F T Stockholm the i i th, takiilg^e 
road for Oregrond, the diftance foj^ 
feven miles i which, with fome difficultj^ t 
reached by night, through a country wKfcli 
ranks among the beft I have feen in Swe^efi^ 
and in which I obferved feVeral feats 6f ffie 
nobility and gentry vei^ well built, wim^ i 
good appearance of fuperipr cultivation \a- 
round them. Oregrond Is a fea port on tfie 
gulph of Bothnia, tolerably well fituated lOf 
trade^ efpecially that of timber^ Froni a 
liiir near the town, is a moft beaiitiflil 
view of the gulph, with a great part of Fm- 
land on the other fide; the iflands of Aland 
fpot the fea in a moft pitSurefque manne?! 
There were feveri fhips in the harbour, load-, 
ing deals for Holland ; they told roe' the 
trade of this place has bfeen but rately'^c- 
"^ ^ quired 
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acquir^d^^but that it increaifes, an4 wilt fooQ 
be confid^rable. From Oregrcmd| I fet qu( 
the 12th for Hedemora, the diiUnce of on^ 
hundred miles ; and wbich^ from the rocky^ 
nefs and dangeroufnefs of the roads^ took m^ 
up four day$> fo that I did not arrive there 
before the 15A at night. The three fir/i 
nights I letup my bed in the houfes of 
peaiants> in fmall yiiitges> not p^itg through 
any towns : the country is very wild and 
yarious^ hill? and dales^ mom^taina and 
fOiqk$> bG£s^ r^yefs and lakes^ ^ll mixed 
thickly with ?fmaU quantity of cultivate^ 
and pro&able land* Ml the peafimts here are 
farmcrs> and mc^ of them own th« femd$ 
they cultivate ; their houfes are very well 
|)uilt of wood^ and covered with fhingles, the 
materials being to be had in the utmoft plenty j 
they are much better, and more comfort- 
able dwellingSt than th^ cottages of tnud^- 
covered with thatch> which are fo comt^oiik* 
in England. Their furniture is of their awi^ 
maaofafturiiig, confifting of very little iftorft 
than what they make c^ their friendly pine j'; 
All of them handle the faw and the axe miH, 
z» ^much agility as our pea&nts ufe tb^l 
fpadeand the pickaxe^ nor do they mako. 
bad or clumfy work; for their chairs, tables, 
beds, &a are very decently cut and put 10-^ 
Aa 4 - gether; 
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gether- They fcem to be a tery happy :attt4:w 
contented people; each has his farm diviieA:* 
into regular incloiures around his houfe^^and . 
which the women almoft totsilly cultivate^ 
while the men arc employed in cutting tim-. 
ber in the forefts; for they have a confider-p 
able river, down which tHey float vaft quan- 
tities. In their hufbandry, thefe wonSen 
feemed to be tolerably underftanding 5 ' they 
do all the ploughing, which is not ind^ 
laborious work, for I faw fevcral plcwg^s. 
going with a ilngle ox in them, and otkei?» 
with a fingle cow, and not of a large breed. 
They always fix their houfes in the midft of 
a vale of dry foil, upon a rock, if they can 
choofe, fo that all the works: of tillage are 
performed with great eafe. They coltivatt 
but very little wheat, though their land ap* 
pears to be good enough for any produd i 
oats, and a little barley, with ;j good mai^ 
beans, are their chief crops ; but thefe feem 
to bear no proportion to their fields of Sw^ 
dilh turnips, and alfo another fort, which, ^oqr 
informed me, docs very well in. the fevereft 
climates, and k more generally cultivated ifl 
the northern parts of the kingdom: upon thefe 
turnips I found they principally depend^ 
for their own diet, as well as that.of jtfeek 
cattle ; and their; horfes in winter; JiflYc «0 
. • pthef 
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cftier food ; th^ir breed is fmall, but very 
Arorig, uncomrapnly hardy, and very Aire 
footed, going down the moft rocky moun- 
tain's fides . If the roads continue, as I expe6t, 
ta grow worfe and worfe, as I advance 
jlorthward, I ftiall not know what to do 
^ with my chaifc and fouth country nags; 
for I muft have recourfe to thefe little moun- 
tain ponies, which will enable me to travel- 
forty miles a day, in the worft roads ; , 
whereas five and twenty is now a hard day^s 
wof k for me. , In the preparation they make 
for their crops, they plough four or five' 
tftnes, and manure richly with a compoft of 
of the dung they raife in winter with vaft quan- 
tities of wood aftics; they feldom fow a crop 
without previoufly making a vaft pileof ofFal 
wood as near as they can, and fetting fire to it 
fot the fake of the afties ; and their crops arc 
irery good, raifing to an equality of four quar-? 
ters an acre Englifh, of whatever corn or 
pulfe they fow ; and which crops they at- 
tribute entirely, and I fuppofe very juftly, to 
the pianuring of the wood-afhes and dung* 
Their turnips yirld a very confiderabk.pro-r 
duce ; one acre is fufficient to winter two 
liead of cattle.: They have ibme meadows, 
*which are artificial, having be^n improved 
by them from the vvafte^ and > with ^od 
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cflfcft; where ;thcy were tdo^ wet, they lijpg 
4itches» aei, ipr^iUi . !^e earth * that m^ 
out upon the. land 5: and th<!n tlM?yJSni,& 
the irnprQY«mfcnit by inanjirirg ^At^^j 
with wocxi-aftie§, which bring, up confida-f 
able crc^s.^.gpod grafs > nor do^ey think 
the expence of thefe works great. But I 
fhould remark, that they have an advaatage^ 
and a prodigious one, which is of the wo- 
men labouring almoA as hard as the tnen^ 
fo that their induftry is in efFeft doubled^^.. -^ 
Hedemora is a little town> well fituat^d oil 
a confideraUe river^ down which thcy-^BJ 
large quanties of timber and iron for ^^r: 
tation. The i6th I got to Jahtun, V(hich, 
which was all I could do, though the^difr 
tance is little more liian twenty miles* T^ 
fixed me in the determination of ct^M^ginj;, 
my way of travelling, and the rather^, a^ I 
had found the climate regularly fine, ^P^ 
I landed in Sweden. It was abfolutely^Be- 
ceflary, for the landlord, at a very ..pf at 
and agreeable inn here, told me, that no cat;? 
riage could carry me among the n|ountayin? 
of Delacarlia, which has been rejpfefejatcd^ 
to me as a part of Sweden extreniely , .we^, 
worth viewing. From hence, therefore, J^ 
difpatched niy chaife for Stockholm, w^th*. 
letter to Barpn Miftlcr, informiog hffl? pf i»X 
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•fxor^ aiul bi^ns Jbt would order the 
chfll^ indhtfkstQ be (qM» s^ remit m^ 
thfc ftwocy t« M. 4c V^r^K>t, !« Midddp*dc. 
I'^f«ftcd tte torn t0 ^y a SwcdilJi mpua- 
lailiecr, forbrioging jbtim V«i, appointing 
ki0i to come to J^tvm, w»d feUow mc with 
aU expedition into Dalecarlia; aadin cafe 
I ikouid have been too quick to be ovcr-^ 
tackca, appointed Hudwickfwald^ upon the: 
jfea coaft^ for tjse retadiewrotis^ Having diP 
patched this bu6ticis» I made enquiHeis after 
ioYite horfcs, aid was prefently fuppljed by 
^fo {)^a&nt$y with one £ar my£d£, another 
foe my infeerpre()er/ and three for my bed 
itid b^gga^^ which, ihey aflored me, woiild 
reqmre no driving, but would follow re* 
^u?atly, according to their conftant habit, 
go wbfere we would. Thefc five horfes coft 
me but lixteen pounds Englifti ; it took me 
up a day at Jahtun to get faddles, bridles, 
packs, and other accoutrements fitted. 

The I Sth in the morning, I began my 
march towards Grenge, a little village ia^ 
Palecarlxa, at forty failles diftance ; and this 
1; pttformed in one day^ with much more 
e^fe and pleafure than I ftiould have done 
ift iiiy' chaife iri two, although I ftopped 
j&nie hours to view a very large copper work* 
They told^ m^, that no ftrangers ever came 

into 
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into that country, inatboiit going do\yji into 
the mine, but I had been at the bottoni of 
fo many, that I had not the leaft curiofity 
to enter this. The village of Grenge ftauds 
in a little romantic valley, at the foot of a 
ridge of mountains, with a beautiful lake 
in front of it. All the hills here, and nine 
tenths of the country in general, are covered 
with wood ; but the people have farms in 
the vales, on a very fine, light, black ipil, 
which, I fuppofe, is entirely formed of rpfc-i 
ten vegetables, which time has wafhed dovwa 
from the mountains. Their crops, I fo^ndL 
upon enquiry, were very great, and 9II .of 
them had many fields of turnips 5 and a)(ir}utc 
fort of caiTot was here cultivated for theii: 
cattle and themfelves ; it has a root \i^ a 
parfnip, with a carrot tops theyihe^d 
roe fome remaining of laft years crop, wjiich 
were ftanding for feed. They eat it boiled^ 
in the fame manner as turnips, and genej:ftjly. 
with buck wheat flower made into pottage; 
and their cattle of all forts are as fonii.qf 
them as of turnips. The crops are not, how- 
ever, fo great, as of that roots but then they 
have, in another refpedl, a fuperiority, which 
is thriving 'Well on their wbrft lands,., and 
without any manure. Buck wheat is axbni- 
mon crop, and they often fow and reap it iii . 

feveh 
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Tcven weeks ; it yields well with them on 
their worft lands^ if tolerably (heltered. 

The 19th, I continued my journey to Ep- 
lebode, another little village, three and 
forty miles from Grenge, through a moft 
mountainous and wild country, chiefly co- 
vered with forefts ; but here and there you 
pafs little villages in the hollow vales, fur- 
rounded with cultivation enough for their 
fiipport. In two or three places, I faw 
plains of greater extent, which feemed to be 
ail well cultivated; the corn was up high 
and green, and appeared as good as. any I 
remember to have feen in England, Let 
me remark, that the peafants do not culti- 
vate as much as they could, but all feem to 
confine their endeavours to fmall farms, 
fufficient for the full maintenance of their 
families. I am convinced, that vaft tracks 
of country, among thefe mountains, might 
be rendered very profitable farms; for the 
foil is in many places equally good, accord- 
to the accounts they gave me, as what they 
had under culture ; but there is a want of 
people, as well as of an attention in the pea- 
iiints, to make the culture of ihe earth their 
dependance equally with their forefts ; but 
they are fo bred to cutting, chopping, and 
fa wing of trees, that they . never think, of 

;' ' hufC 
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hufbandrjr, baft kate the ttiBtti^tmbm' ot 
their farms to their wives Ofifd daughteW:* 

Th« 20th I propofed rtwhing Msaift*, a 
village between thirty irtd forty milei fitofifi 
Epkbode> but in croffing « mer at ]€ciiA, 
or rather a torrent, wkkh pdflrs rtfg%fi^dve# 
a clift of rocks, a horfe that tamed part of 
my baggage, by a falfe fte|>, fell dl4Wft l 
fmafl predpice, and W^ kiikd, Ahdl^^lmi 
was driven by the ftrtatfl, fjpom if g^flb 
breaking, fame way ddwti the rivciti' 'Jh\^ 
fo wild a place that it \<r^ wiftl^^ftftile ^KlSi-^ 
<jiilty I coald perftrad* tM peafarit* «& ^-' 
temptthe recovering it-: by a conii&i»iMe 
bribe, hoWcver, three of themrwere i^dteecd 
to follow the torrent,- 6n -the ed^e <dF the 
precipice, until they met with iti flfopped 
.by the rocks or brokcrt ttccsy and whicn I 
Was clear, from the appearance of the fe^e, 
could not be far. This obliged mc to ftlt^my 
lodging at Jerna, and it was riobn^ie A^t 
day before they returned; they brought, 
however^ die cloak-bags, with no other d^ 
iiiage than being very wet; which ^i^as 
fortunate for mc, as I fliduMi in tke^^* 
mainder of my jovimey, have be^ mUdi 
difeoncerted by the lofs. Waiti»g^ upon ac- 
count of this accident, gave me a longer ©p* 
portuniiy than I ibould aiherwifc have had» 

to 



toiiwdhffjenqiurfcs inta Ae domcftic oeco- 
nomy^f thofepeafttits^ The whole coun- 
try, Iaf4i6'&s if th«B was not any private pro* 
pc{t)i: ia it.) but I fouod that tkeie forei^y 
aioii vcplda had ownor^, an welt as more cul^ 
tiHted |)ixirihces. Th^eare ibme gentle*- 
ttwni^ieats in Ddecarlia, as I was inlB^nned, 
^iQfU|j^I.faw none; and their ftewards and 
S^BMU emjiloy the peafants in cutting tira^ 
ber> ill dewing pitch and tar, and ia 
SQ«Jitng: charcoaU on their accounts, p^yit^ 
thottt » general, by meafure and tale ; 
thtirrat^s of labour ac^ not high, few «# 
tbsQft earning more than foiif pence or fivd^ 
jraDce a day« .EagUih, though they i^e m^ 
dn^rbm and ufed t9 hard labour ^ but thi» 
jfzyWA&citat for mamtaining them very 
wdli with the help of their farms, as fheic 
wi7«s, dung them, and very: old men do the 
piaGipaL.btidnefs of them. All the pur^ 
diaies <tbey h^ve to mak6 with money are. 
fpQie /p«rts of theip cloathing, which is 
es^irenptisly coarfe and cheap, and alfo uten*-! 
ills and implements, all which are bought 
<}f Atra^eUing pedlars, for I do not apprc-. 
head ihere are three ihops for buying ihem 
in this iecimenfe province". As their money- 
is fufficient therefoi*e to their wants, thefe 
being all the ufes of it, except fome very 

night" 
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flight tzjtcs, they hare very few infiance^ 
among thetu of utihappiiie^ on account of 
the want of money; nor do I any where^ re- 
member feeing. a people, that had more ap- 
pearances of p6rfe6l content and happinefs 
among them. They are blefled with anal- 
moft uninterrupted flow of health, which 
is owing to the hardinefs of their liire$, at- 
tended with wholfbme diet : a bolder^ braver, 
hardier race of men, I apprehend, do not 
exifl: than the Delacarlians ; indeed, man- 
hood, in all the aftivc vigour of undaunted 
Courage, attended with a proportionabfe.de*- 
grec of ftrength, is never found but among 
the. mountaineers ; the inhabitants of fer- 
tile plains are effeminate, compared to themr 
This idea is finely ilarted and illiiftrated by 
Montefquicu ; and had he travelled through 
tliis province,; he would have had abundance 
of reafon, ill every peafant he met, to have 
been convinced of the truth pf his obferva- 
tian, and the deductions, vdiich he has 
draivn from the hiftories .of fo many na- 
tions, ' : 

. . The Dalecarlians that I have hitherto met 
with, appear to be a very honeft, iunple, 
but plainly feixfible people j they are as hof- 
pitable as can well be conceived, infomuch,. 
that had Lbeen eager and attentive ,to take 

advan- 



mv^i^gc of this good diipoiitlohs t (ho\JiH 
havf travelled through thcirprovince^ fptodt 
iBg nothing but gOod wonJs: indeed, mooeyi 
K fo fcatrcc here, that paying theoot what they 
dotnandcdj^ without the leaft hdItattofi> Und 
Ibrcing monty ufxon fOm6 of thtm ftill royr 
expcaces in travelling were lo>v beyond 
conception: I have feveral day£ travelied 
forty niiles^ and paid for my&lf^ maOp and 
five horfcsi with two or three meals,; and. 
a night's lodging, only the value of thrcei; 
ihilUnfgs EngUfh. Indeed I to^k up with 
thefood of thepegfants, fat at their boiurd, and 
was particular in nothing but fetting up trty 
own bcdi Thi$ was a nrtqde of travcUing; ex^ 
tremcly defirable in fo wild 9 . cO\irttry^ 
where the peaiCants arc the only, people in 
it, that demand the leaft stttention; and 
whoever i$ foitd of feeing the ftrong varia- 
tions of human life and inannfers, wovUd^ 
'with the utmoft pleafurey accept the com- 
l^any of Dakc^lian peafants: but I h^d 
Another ftrong motive for reUOung this tiH^ 
thod of trayelling, which was tiixc oppOTtu- 
hity it gave n»e of making enquiries inxQ thr 
domeftic (Economy of the country through 
wfaidi I paired ; and by habituating myfelf 
to look with fbme degree of curiofity lapon 
Mtry piece of cultivated land, and by afking. 
Vjol. IL B b many 
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many qucfKons concerning their manage- 
ment and fuccefsy I came at length to find - 
real entertainment in the bufinefs, anid. 
gained a fmattering of knowledge in the 
art of agriculture. Indeed I have reafon to 
to regret, that this knowledge is merely 
theoretical, for it is my misfortune, though 
I refided long in the country, to have none 
pra6lical, not having then any idea that . 
hufbandry could yield entertainment to . 
any but uncultivated minds, or admit of 
fuch variations as I have fince experienced* 
In thefe, as in other things, we arq apt to 
be the children of cuftom ; and he, who . 
fets out from home, with a painter -s idea, * 
will run with frefh pleafure from piifture 
to pifture, through the lo;igeft journey ; 
it is the fame with the other arts ; and I 
feel, at prefent, in the enquiries I take all 
occafions of making into the ftate of agri- 
culture, arts, manufactures, and commerce, 
an increafing pleafure, as I proceed in gain- 
ing more intelligence of them. 
• The 2 1 ft I reached Lyma, the diftance 
of near forty miles, having bought another 
horfe at Jcrna. The country, as I advanced, 
grew amazingly romantic ; the view, as far 
as the eye can command, from the tops of 
the mountains, is one vaft range of moun-/ 

- • " . . tain 
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tiih beyond mountain, till you fee the ridge 
that parts Sweden from Norway, rifing far^ 
above the ' common clouds. The whole 
profpedl^is a thick woodland ; and, in maay 
places, very confiderablc lakes,' of fomc 
miles long, and broad^ break upon the eye ; 
nothing, can be more awful or more fublime 
than thefe wonderful fcenesa The- fitua- 
tipn of the village of Lyma is greatly 
uncommon^ it lies within the b6nd of a 
river> which is in fad: a continual water- 
fall, pouriiig over one ridge of rocks thd 
moment it has pafTed another^ and making 
fuch a continual roar as almpft to ftun the 
whole village ; immediately behind it rifes 
a ridge of mountains, whofe tops are, irt* 
cloudy weathei;, far above the clouds ; but 
fortunately for me, the weather has been 
uniformly clear. The appearance of thefe 
dreadful heights, with the torrent pouring 
down at their feet, is magnificent in the 
higheft degree. I have viewed mountains, 
rocks, waterfalls, and lakes, in the north \ 
of England, and yet more in Scotland, btit 
they are pigmies compared, with thefe- 
There is an impreflion in thefe foenes that 
ilrikcs the ipedator with a far fuperior de- 
gree of awe. 

Bh z The 
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* The villages here have a very seaf i^ 
lemblance to one another^ only the quaiH 
titles of cultivated land vary i there are a 
good many farms at Lyma, and I ^thiokji 
in general larger than at the villages I haiq 
yet come to i here are many that reach &fty 
and feventy Engliih acres ; and one, whkb 
)6 extraordinary in this country, where the 
farmer depend^ alone iipon bis huibaiiiky. 
Hearing of fuch a one, made me dcfiroiid 
of feeing him, (b that in the moraing cS 
the 22d, I ipaid him a vifit; his fatni is 
more than three hmidred Englifh acres, and 

' he employs five peaiants ia the cultiiire of it 
r^ularly; befides three £ins> himfelf^ his 
vrife, and a daught^. 1 rode over his 
whole farm, and was much entertaiofed ;** 
for he is a fenfible and very inteU%ent fel- 
low, giving me not only plain fa&, but 

^ the reafon for them. His £xrm is fituafted 
partly in the vale, and partly on the fide c^^ 
a mountain, but not fbep ; it is all (fivickd 
into inclofures ; thoie in thie vale fay ditches, 
with hedges of various woods;, and thofe 
on the hill with pines, fet £3 pU^e as almoft 
to touch in the bodies, and ^ branches^ cot 
regularly, form a very fine fence. A moft 
lingular circumfl:am:e attended this^ mai^ 
(his- name is Peter Sli^welhurft) all that 

part 
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part of his farm, which lies on the fide of 

the mountiain^ is of his owfl improYing? it 

was a wafte, where the peafants had burned 

the trees and rubbilh, and carried away all 

the aflids; hut lying handily for his vde 

iands^ he attempted to cultivate a part of it^ 

bat without any fuccefs : in a few years 

afte#» he remarked, fhat a little fill of 

water> which had broken from a fmall 

ftream, and came down from the moun« 

tain fide, had fpread itfelf over a part of this 

neglesdxd land ; and in a year affier this .ac-^ 

cid^it, which happened from the fhiverin^ 

of ft rock, he took notice, that the land, 

over which this little water went, was of 

91 fin6 verdure, from a full growth of 

grafs ; he examined it, and found the land 

quite found, and no bog formed j he cut 

the grafs for hay, it made what was very 

good, and was cotiflimed by the cattle with 

eagemefs. He had fenfe enough to efteem 

this as an ufeful difcovery, as it pointed out 

lo him a method of improving this wafte 

track, and making it very profitable. He 

immediately inclofed a field of ten atfres, 

^nd cut little channels to bring the water 

all 6ver it, and the effe6t was equal ; he 

jgained by it the beft piece of grafs ot 

^ty in his farm : this encouragfed him to 

Bb 3 take 
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take in aaother field of as many acres, over 
which he alfo brought the water, and it 
proved equally beneficial with the . pre^ 
ceding ; and in this manner he < proceeded, 
every year taking in ten acres of land, ^wjtiich 
he has continued to the prefent time, .gain* 
ingin the whole, one hundred, and thirty 
acres by. this method; but there is not a]bove 
ten acres more ovpr which he can throw 
the water* He ha& beto forced to. v^ry his 
flooding, flopping the .water in fome fields, 
while he throws it over others; and this 
has proved better for the land'than/keep- 
ing it conftantly on one. He flops it: time 
enough in fummer for a growth of hay i 
and while that is growing, he throws it over 
thoie fields that are fed, andcoatnves tpfee4 
and mow interchangeably. 

This difcovery of improving wafte land, 
by water running over it, . and conveiting it 
to be profitable, may, J apprehend, turn 
out of great utility in. every country ; for 
there are, in all mountainous ones, very 
numerous tracks that, would admit fueh a 
watering as this with the greateft eafe, and, 
comparatively fpeaking, at no expence^ but 
for want of the fa£l being known, fuch 
trials have not been made. The fuccei^ of 
|his feniHDle farmer, convinced the neighs 

bouring 



"bouring peafants of the benefit of it, bcfcfre 
he liad got half through his improvementis i 
all of them, that had wdfte lands adjoirtilig 
the mountains, and over which they coiild 
early little rills of water, imn^ediatdjr did 
it, and their fuccefs has been anfwerable to 
hk; which ihews, that it is not any thing, 
peculiar in his foil or water, but tonOnon 
to all. And fotfie of thefe peafants have 
tirtdwtaken this improvement about three! 
miles off, where there is a large ihelving pllin^ 
^ith fevejfai broken ftreams, that come 
down from the tops of the hills, and ar8 
profecuting their watering and inclofures' 
very briikly. It has alfo reached thc-vil* 
lage of Lynrtone, eight miles ofF> where 
•feveral peafants have praftifed^ it with ^ fug* 
cefs. , . - . 

Farmer Sligwelhurft is riot a good huf- 
bandman in this inftance only, I viewed his 
arable lands with much pleafure ; they are 
well tilled, very free from weeds, and his 
crops make a nioft proinifing appearance/ 
Me grows wheat, barley, oats, peafe, 
beans, turnips, white carrots, and a fort of 
potatoc which I had not feen before | it is 
of a greenilb caft,' grows to a large fize^ 
and i^ much relifhed by the peafants. He 
rijanufes with the' commdix ' coOTpoft- of 
• '^ B b 4 wqq4 
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iiM>od a{he« aiid datigi and $1 be }4oQgfa&^^ 
land cften an4 well, g^ts i^ irrops:^:^^)^ 
wh^t he has llfv^o three <|uaiter6 di^ fM^^i: 
of barl^i tw^ fi»4 an half > of 4Q^» att^: 
^eafe, ifoiit^U^rtera; aad df a dwirf fdrt «^ 
hardy beaii^ fiveqiiarters i)ot tn|frtt}Q^tIf 4 
^n acre of his ttlrtiipy^ with good manager 
wcnti winters three hcfd tof ^attk * a» 
^crc ofcarrpjts 48 ni^ny; and #ie pot^toe^ 
yield fo ccmfidcrably, ti^t^t he keep^ mmj 
|!K)g$ entirely on theoi. 

I enquired of him where he found # 
fnarHet for tjip produifts of his farm, as al-^ 
moft every family^ I h|»d obfcrved, h«t4 % 
little furitl of their own; he faid, that hi% 
prio^ipal ponimodities fqr £ale, were bijtr 
tcr tnk cheefe, aj^td f^tcd pqrk^ beef,- and 
inuttpn, with fome wool; ^hd ^hich ]i« 
fend^ in panniers on horfes^ to ^ fiver abquf 
ilxteen miles from him^ which is navigable? 
for bo^ts to Lake Silia, where there are 
fac}:oi*$ who purchafe all fqrts pf comnio^ 
(dities^ which they rpfell to the ipiners of 
peAricia : and tl^is he recj^oped g very ad^ 
i^antageous market to go to^ as: it was conr 
iiderai^le enough to t^ke off n^uch greater: 
quantities than aU Daleparlia could produM^: 
piey being principally fvipplie4 acrojfe the 
gjjjph from Finland, §cq. 
^*' "^ ' ' '' Thefe 
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^T%/e^ are ci^euaM^ance^t whic))> I owdf 
fo^kc me woiider vcfy o^ucl)i^ that gre^t$r 
quantities of the l^n^s of this country ajr<| 
not cultivated. I ihoul4 apprehend^ in-' 
lleed theia^ is as plain as any /can. be^ that 
fbey would admit it ; for this farmer^ whq^ 
j|s acquainted with all the cpjontry aroup4. 
for many miles^ told me^ that he know$ 
OUUiy^ plains that contain thoufands of 
jlicresj and innumerable fpots on the fides x>f 
tills, from one to two or jthree hundre4 
acres each, which would admit of every im-r 
provement and culture which he ha§ prac- 
jtifed > fo that it is a miftaken idea to ima^ 
gine, that becaufe a country is extremely 
piountainpus^ that therefpre it. will admit 
pf very little culture. Pclacarlia, they told 
jne at Stockholm^ was a country but little; 
fuptFipr to Lapland^ and aiTured nie, that 
I jQhpuld fee nothing but rugged mcJuntains^ 
aivd bpixndjlefs forefts ; the face of it in gc- 
peral is fo j bujt jhe fpots that are in fertility 
^e e<ju4 to any plains, gre very numerous,^ 
and would of themfelyes |iial;e a very fineprO'-i, 
yince. They want nothing but people, pra-* 
perly convinced of the ipipoft^n,ce of agriculr 
jure; and fuch a pieople, a goyernmeijt in harr 
Rjony,end res^ly zealous to pultivate acpun-r 
l^y, could prefently get. | am pprfuadcd^ 

from 
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■ from what I haverfeen of the • Daiafearliifcs, 
that if ah exemption from the poll-tax was 
allowed to every farmer who inclofed^^aiftd 
improved fifty acres of w^e^khd, it would, 
give a new face to abundance* of the terri- 
tory'. This tax is not fevere, but th6y thiiik 
it difgraceful, becaufe the province was once 
exempted from it. ■ - . .— • *^ 

Ittthe morning of the 23d/'f took fny 
leave of the indnftrious Sligwclhtirft/ and 
went ^ to Serha, which is two and thirty 
miles ; where I met with nothing worthy 
of obfervation. It is a little village, thep^-. 
fants of which have nothing more than" gar- 
dens. The whole cpuntry is, however, 
amazingly ipagnifieent, as the eye com- 
mands fuch ranges' of thick wood as to be 
almoft unbounded. ' 

From Serna, I turned full Eafl to Hev- 
dala, the diftancc near fixty miles, which 
took me up two days j through a country, 
in which there is a very b^-oiad and confider- 
ble flat track of land, with a river in the 
middle of it. It is, as I guefs, twenty miles 
acrofs, and of a far greater length. I fup- 
pofe, Sweden does not contain a richer track 
of land, yet very little of it is cultivated ; 
much of it is bog, fome m^rlh, but nioft of 
it a dry, deep, rich, found loam. At HeF- 

dala. 
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4ala^ my fervant overtook me from 3tock'F 
holm, having traced me by the informal 
^Cion of the peafants. 

From thence I fet off the 26th, for 
LinfdaU a village at the diftance of four- 
fcore miles, in the province of Hclfingia; 
and which proved a journey of three days, 
through ^ more romantic, wild, and moun- 
tainous country than any I had yet feen* 

Here therefore ^nds my travels through 
Dalecarlia, in which, I muft own, I have 
met with very great fatisfadlion. The. ho- 
ncft plainnefs of the inhabitants, confifting 
totally of a race qf peafants, gave me as much 
pleafure as the awful fuhlimity of the coun- 
try raifed my ftftoniihmpnt. Nature may 
^e faid Jo reiga in full majefty in tb.efc 
wild and almoft defart |:racks ; but what- 
ever may be their character, a view of them 
is moft certainly worthy the attention of 
the moft cultivated njinds, for they may 
Jiere read leffons as ftriking, and as in- 
fcrefting, as any in the pioft fefined and 
jpoliiljed countries. 
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